
LMRWMO ADMINISTRATOR 
C/O DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT       4100 220TH ST. WEST SUITE 102 
www.dakotaswcd.org/watersheds/lowermisswmo/     FARMINGTON, MN 55024 

Board of Managers Meeting Agenda 
Wednesday - May 13th, 2020 - 3:00 p.m. 

Held Remotely Online 

1. Call Meeting to Order
1.1 Public Comment / Introductions
Audience members may address the Board regarding items not on the agenda. Please limit to three minutes.
1.2 Approval of Agenda* (Additions/Corrections/Deletions)  Action

CONSENT AGENDA 

2. Approval of March 11th, 2020 Meeting Minutes - Chair*  Action 

3. Approval of May 13th, 2020 Financial Summary & Invoices - Treasurer*  Action 

4. Approval for the LMRWMO Administrator to sign and execute an engagement letter with  Action 
Peterson Company Ltd. for the 2019 audit - SWCD*

5. Approval to authorize the LMRWMO Administrator to execute a revised contract with the  Action 
Freshwater Society (FWS) to fund the previously approved research project with a       
revised completion date of June 30, 2021 - SWCD 

The LMRWMO approved $7,500 in funding at the August 14, 2019 LMRWMO Board meeting for a 
research project to document the contaminant history of Nonylphenol and its Ethoxylates (toxic endocrine 
disrupting chemicals) in the Twin Cities. FWS staff indicated that due to COVID-19, they cannot complete 
the project on the original timeline. The original contract called for payment to FWS upon completion of 
the report. FWS staff asked whether the LMRWMO would like to pay for the partially complete study or 
extend the contract. LMRWMO staff recommend extending the contract for one year, to pay the FWS 
upon completion as originally planned. 

REGULAR AGENDA 

6. Discuss Funding of 2020 Landscaping for Clean Water (LCW) Classes - SWCD  Discussion/Action 

Due to COVID-19, the Dakota County SWCD made changes to the LCW workshops with in person 
workshops replaced by a virtual format with introduction, design, and maintenance online videos and 
virtual “office hours” with participants. The SWCD District Manager is asking the partner Watershed Orgs 
about their comfort with this change and funding levels to ensure the SWCD is adequately meeting 
expectations under annual agreements. Under the 2020 agreement, the LMRWMO is charged a flat fee 
of $1,600 per workshop event, funding one introduction, two design evening classes, and one 
maintenance workshop. The maintenance workshop was provided in person prior to the COVID closures 

The LMRWMO Board is asked to consider their preference with the SWCD charging the original amount, 
a percentage of the full amount, staff time to create the online classes, or another amount. 



LMRWMO ADMINISTRATOR 
C/O DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT       4100 220TH ST. WEST SUITE 102 
www.dakotaswcd.org/watersheds/lowermisswmo/     FARMINGTON, MN 55024 

7. Review Proposal to Update LMRWMO Website and Consider Approval to                       Discussion/Action
Execute Contract to Perform Work - SWCD*

Dakota County SWCD staff created the current version of the LMRMWO website around 2009. The
LMRWMO Board has discussed updating the website in the past year and included this as an action item
in the 2019-2021 LMRWMO Education Plan. For efficiencies in cost of setup, the Dakota County SWCD
reached out to multiple vendors to obtain quotes to update both the Dakota County SWCD and up to four
Dakota County WMO’s (Lower Mississippi River WMO, Eagan-Inver Grove Heights WMO, Black Dog
WMO, and North Cannon River WMO) websites in one contract. Only one vendor was willing to provide a
combined project/quote. This vendor, 144 Design, also designed the Vermillion River JPO’s website
recently. The goal would be to create a WMO template that can be used as a basis for all four WMO sites.
Further modifications could be done by the vendor at additional cost or potentially by SWCD staff once
the design and Wordpress website content management system is in place.

The LMRWMO Board is asked for input on this approach, comment on the proposal, and further direction
on potentially participating in this proposal.

8. LMRWMO Watershed Management Plan Visioning Exercise and Plan  Discussion/Action 
Timeline Discussion, see memo - Barr/SWCD*

9. Updates and Handouts
9.1  Grant Tracking Update - Barr**  Information 
9.2  2019 LMRWMO Annual Report & 2020 Newsletter - SWCD*  Information 
9.3  2020 Metro Watershed Based Implementation Funding Update - SWCD  Information 
9.4  Other Updates / Member City Updates  Information 

10. Agenda Items for Next Meeting: June 10th, 2020, Location & Format TBD

- 2019 Audit Review, 2020 Watershed Based Implementation Funding Project List

11. Adjourn

Please note, the May 13 ,2020 LMRWMO Board meeting will take place via teleconference by phone 
and/or the web-based application, Skype. We are following provisions in Minnesota Open Meeting Law 
addressing meetings in the case of pandemic. Please visit the meeting listing below for instructions on how 
to participate. The meeting link will be open at 2:30, 30 minutes prior to the start time, to allow for technical 
troubleshooting for people to get connected and into the meeting.  

 Join Skype Meeting      
Trouble Joining? Try Skype Web App 

Join by phone 
651-306-3333, 6314900# (Dakota)

Conference ID: 6314900 

*Materials included in full packet
**Materials available separately on website: 

www.dakotacountyswcd.org/watersheds/lowermisswmo/agendas.html 

http://www.vermillionriverwatershed.org/
https://meet.co.dakota.mn.us/joe.barten/7MYSMCMP
https://meet.co.dakota.mn.us/joe.barten/7MYSMCMP?sl=1
http://www.dakotacountyswcd.org/watersheds/lowermisswmo/agendas.html
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MEETING MINUTES 
Board of Managers Regular Meeting 

February 12, 2020 - 3:00 p.m. 
City Hall, South St. Paul, MN 

Managers and Alternates in Attendance:  
Sharon Lencowski, (Chair) Inver Grove Heights Tom Sutton, Lilydale  
Jill Smith, Mendota Heights (Alt)  Patti O’Leary, Sunfish Lake 

Advisors and Others in Attendance: 
Pat Murphy, Saint Paul   Tom Kaldunski, Inver Grove Heights 
Krista Spreiter, Mendota Heights Lee Elfering, South St Paul 
Cody Joos, West St. Paul  Greg Genz, South St.Paul, FOP2  
Greg Williams, Barr Engineering  Joe Barten, Dakota County SWCD 

1. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chair Lencowski at 3:05 p.m.

1.1 Public Comment / Introductions

1.2 Approval of Agenda
Lencowski asked for any changes to the agenda; there were none.

MOTION by Sutton to approve the agenda for the March 11, 2020 meeting, second by O’Leary; motion
passed.

2. Approval of February 12, 2020 Meeting Minutes
Lencowski asked if there were any changes to the previous meeting minutes; a few minor changes were
noted and reflected in the minutes.

MOTION by O’Leary to approve the minutes from the February 12, 2020 meeting; second by Smith;
motion passed.

3. Approval of March 11, 2020 Financial Summary & Invoices
Spreiter provided an overview of the financial summary including invoices to be paid and recommended
approval. Smith asked for clarification on overages for the alum treatment grant. Barten noted there
were overages on the matching funds (more funds received from the City of Mendota Heights) as well as
overages in monitoring costs done by Barr Engineering on the tail end of the project for Lake Augusta.
Barten mentioned the potential for further study into the cormorant population at Lake Augusta as
potentially having an impact on lake water quality.

MOTION by Smith to approve the March 11, 2020 financial summary and invoices to be paid, second by
Sutton; motion passed.

2.0  March 11, 2020 Meeting Minutes



4. Seidls Lake Cost Allocation Discussion 
Williams provided a handout of the updated Seidl’s Lake Cost allocation, explained the project, and the 
allocation determination process per the LMRWMO JPA. Elfering asked for clarification on the sponsor 
determination, which was explained by Williams. There was general agreement by the Board that the 
allocation should be provided to the project partners for consideration.  
 

5. Review Draft Stakeholder Engagement Plan for LMRWMO Watershed Management Plan Update  
Williams summarized the information in the packet. The Board discussed various options for questions 
to be included in the survey. There was discussion on including a boat tour and Board visioning exercise 
in the final plan as well. There was discussion on various educational events that could be utilized for 
outreach opportunities. Barten will reach out to everyone to get input on their preferred outreach 
events. The Board was in approval of the plan as presented with the edits discussed and the LMRWMO 
Board Chair will provide additional input on the question finalization.  

MOTION by O’Leary to submit the Stakeholder Engagement Plan for the LMRWMO Watershed 
Management Plan Update, with the revisions as discussed, to the MN Board of Water & Soil Resources, 
second by Sutton; motion passed. 
 

6. Presentation on Landscaping for Clean Water (LCW) Program 
Barten provided a presentation on the 2019 LCW program and noted plans for the 2020 program. 
 

7. Authorize Signatory to Execute Bank Pledge Agreements 
Barten summarized the information in the packet.  

MOTION by Sutton to authorize a LMRWMO bank signatory to execute agreements to cancel previous 
collateral agreements and sign new pledged collateral agreements with Key Community Bank, second by 
O’Leary; motion passed.  
 

8. Updates 
8.1  Grant Tracking Update  
There were no items specifically mentioned from the grant tracking spreadsheet.  

8.4  Response From Capitol Region Watershed District on Draft Plan 
The Board discussed the response received from Capital Region Watershed District regarding their plan 
implementation item that concerns study of portions of the LMRWMO. The Board will wait to see what 
the next version of the plan includes. There was also discussion on potentially beginning the process to 
update the LMRWMO Joint Powers Agreement well in advance of the 2023 expiration deadline. 
 

8.5  Other Updates / Member City Updates 
Member Cities provided updates on relevant projects in their municipalities. 
 

9. Agenda Items for Next Meeting 
 

10. Adjourn - Meeting adjourned by Chair Lencowski at 4:50 p.m. 

 

 

 
 
 



4. Seidls Lake Cost Allocation Discussion
Williams provided a handout of the updated Seidl’s Lake Cost allocation, explained the project, and the
allocation determination process per the LMRWMO JPA. Elfering asked for clarification on the sponsor
determination, which was explained by Williams. There was general agreement by the Board that the
allocation should be provided to the project partners for consideration.

5. Review Draft Stakeholder Engagement Plan for LMRWMO Watershed Management Plan Update
Williams summarized the information in the packet. The Board was in approval of the plan as presented
with the edits discussed.

MOTION by O’Leary to submit the Stakeholder Engagement Plan for the LMRWMO Watershed
Management Plan Update, with the revisions as discussed, to the MN Board of Water & Soil Resources,
second by Sutton; motion passed.

6. Presentation on Landscaping for Clean Water (LCW) Program
Barten provided a presentation on the 2019 LCW program and noted plans for the 2020 program.

7. Authorize Signatory to Execute Bank Pledge Agreements
Barten summarized the information in the packet.

MOTION by Sutton to authorize a LMRWMO bank signatory to execute agreements to cancel previous
collateral agreements and sign new pledged collateral agreements with Key Community Bank, second by
O’Leary; motion passed.

8. Updates
8.1  Grant Tracking Update
There were no items specifically mentioned from the grant tracking spreadsheet.

8.4  Response From Capitol Region Watershed District on Draft Plan
The Board discussed the response received from Capital Region Watershed District regarding their plan
implementation item that concerns study of portions of the LMRWMO. The Board will wait to see what
the next version of the plan includes. There was also discussion on updating the LMRWMO Joint Powers
Agreement

8.5  Other Updates / Member City Updates
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10. Adjourn - Meeting adjourned by Chair Lencowski at 4:50 p.m.



3.0  May 13, 2020 Financial Summary & Invoices



































CAMPBELL KNUTSON
Professional Association

Attorneys at Law
Federal Tax I.D. #41-1562130

Grand Oak Office Center I
860 Blue Gentian Road, Suite 290

Eagan, Minnesota 55121
(651) 452-5000

Page: 1
Lower Mississippi River WMO February 29, 2020
c/o Nancy Bauer Account # 601-0000G
City of Mendota Heights  66
1101 Victoria Curve
Mendota Heights  MN  55118

RE:  GENERAL SERVICES
RENDERED TO DATE:

 
 

HOURS
02/13/2020 RNK Emails from and to Joe Barten; review agreement. 0.60 102.00

AMOUNT DUE 0.60 102.00

TOTAL CURRENT WORK 102.00

PREVIOUS BALANCE $85.00

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $187.00

        Amounts due over 30 days will be subject to a finance charge of
    .5% per month (or an annual rate of 6%).  Minimum charge - 50 cents.







May 7, 2020

Joe Barten
LMRWMO Administrator
C/O Dakota County SWCD
4100 220th Street West
Farmington, MN 55024

Re: Request for Reimbursement #3 – Thompson Lake Sediment Cleanup and 
Stormwater Improvement Project

Mr. Barten,

Please accept this letter requesting reimbursement for expenditures relating to the 
Thompson Lake PAH Contaminated Sediment Cleanup and Stormwater 
Improvement Project as per our Joint Powers Agreement. Attached is a summary of 
expenditures and invoices for request #3.

Reimbursement Request #3 Breakdown

LMRWMO $75,065.21 

City of West Saint Paul $17,997.41 

Dakota County Transportation $768.90

The total amount we are requesting for reimbursement #3 from the Lower 
Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization is $75,065.21.

If you have any questions about this reimbursement request, please contact me at 
(952) 891-7140 or email at joshua.petersen@co.dakota.mn.us.

Regards,

Josh Petersen, PE
Senior Water Resources Engineer, Environmental Resources Department

[Enclosures]

Physical Development Division
Steve Mielke, Physical 
Development Director

Dakota County
Western Service Center
14955 Galaxie Avenue

Apple Valley, MN 55124

952-891-7000
Fax 952-891-7031

www.dakotacounty.us

Environmental Resources 
Office of GIS

Operations Management
Parks & Open Space 

Surveyor’s Office
Transit Office

Transportation Department



Reimbursement Request #3
February 26, 2020

Invoices Since Previous Reimbursment Request

Date Contract # Company Services
Phase 1 
Amount

Phase 2 
Amount

 Total 
Amount Notes

10/5/2018 C0030745 Wenck Construction (1,886.27)$ (1,886.26)$ (3,772.53)$
Provide as credit (Partners double 
paid in Reimbursement Request #2 for 
Sept and Oct Wenck invoices) 

10/31/2018 C0030768 MSI Construction 2,813.33$ (2,813.33)$ 0.00$ Provide as credit for Pay App 1 
Retainage difference - see below*

12/19/2018 PO MS Enterprises Administrative 93.00$ 93.00$ 186.00$ Metal Pole for Camera
1/31/2019 C0030768 MSI Construction 168,874.19$ 109,239.74$ 278,113.93$ Pay App 4
2/7/2019 C0030745 Wenck Construction 7,221.76$ 6,459.70$ 13,681.46$ Jan 2019 Invoice

Grand Total 177,116.00$ 111,092.85$ 288,208.86$

Requested

17,261.34$

75,065.21$

17,997.41$

768.90$

111,092.85$

*Rectifies charge from Reimbursement 
Request #2 - County held 5% 
retainage for Pay App 1 ($53,453.27) 
but charged full amount to partners for 
Pay App 1, ($56,266.60) 

100.00%

City of West Saint Paul 16.20%

Dakota County Transportation 0.69%

LMRWMO 67.57%

% Contribution to Phase 2

Dakota County Parks Department 15.54%













Project Manager Todd Shoemaker

Invoice

Joshua Petersen
Dakota County, MN
14955 Galaxie Avenue
Apple Valley, MN  55124

 7, 2019
Invoice No: 11900423

Project B1305-0033 Thompson Lake Construction Management
Professional Services Through January 31, 2019

Phase B Construction Observation
Construction Observation
Professional Personnel

Hours Rate Amount
Barthel, Joel 89.90 105.00 9,439.50
Mathisen, Cody .50 105.00 52.50

Totals 90.40 9,492.00
Total Labor 9,492.00

Reimbursable Expenses

Construction Vehicle Allowance 72.00
Mileage - Reimbursable 189.08

Total Reimbursables 261.08 261.08

$9,753.08Phase Total

Phase D Record Drawings
Record Drawings
Professional Personnel

Hours Rate Amount
Elemes, Daniel 23.50 127.00 2,984.50

Totals 23.50 2,984.50
Total Labor 2,984.50

$2,984.50Phase Total

Phase E Senior Staff Oversight
Senior Staff Oversight
Professional Personnel

Hours Rate Amount
Elemes, Daniel 1.50 127.00 190.50
Shoemaker, Todd 1.90 186.00 353.40

Totals 3.40 543.90
Total Labor 543.90

$543.90Phase Total

Phase F Materials Testing
Materials Testing

INVOICES ARE DUE UPON PRESENTATION.  Subject to 1-1/2% 18% Annum interest/finance charge.  Please reference the
invoice number when sending payment. Federal Tax ID #41-1520095 -Wenck Associates, Inc.-1800 Pioneer Creek Center 
PO Box 249- Maple Plain, MN 55359-0249 Toll Free:800-472-2232  Main:763-479-4200  E-mail:accounting@wenck.com   
    Web www.wenck.com



Outside Services

Pace Analytical Services, Inc. 399.98
Outside Services Total 399.98 399.98

$399.98Phase Total

$13,681.46Total Invoice Amount

Outstanding Invoices

Number Date Balance
11808192 12/5/2018 19,409.24
Total 19,409.24

Current Prior Total
Billing Summary 13,681.46 56,471.85 70,153.31

Page 2INVOICES ARE DUE UPON PRESENTATION.  Subject to 1-1/2% 18% Annum interest/finance charge.  Please reference the
invoice number when sending payment. Federal Tax ID #41-1520095 -Wenck Associates, Inc.-1800 Pioneer Creek Center 
PO Box 249- Maple Plain, MN 55359-0249 Toll Free:800-472-2232  Main:763-479-4200  E-mail:accounting@wenck.com   
    Web www.wenck.com

Project 11900423B1305-0033 Thompson Lake Construction Management Invoice

ENGINEERING RELATED TO SEDIMENT REMOVAL:                              $7,221.76

ENGINEERING RELATED TO STORMWATER IMPROVEMENTS:           $6,449.70

TOTAL:             $13,681.46

SIGNED: _______________________________   DATED: ____________________
2/7/2019

ENGINEERING RELATED TO SEDIMENT REMOVAL:                          $7,221.76

ENGINEERING RELATED TO STORMWATER IMPROVEMENTS:       $6,459.70

TOTAL:                                $13,681.46

SIGNED: _____________________________   DATED: _______________2/8/19

APPROVED - JOSH PETERSEN

Contract #:
GL /JL:        
Date:
Comments:

C0030745
0770950200 ~ 59072
Mar 29 2019
CIP P00132











ESTIMATED REVENUES AND ASSETS  Budget Dec 12 2019 - 
Jan 8 2020

Jan 9 - Feb 12 
2020

Feb 13 - Mar 11 
2020

Mar 12 - May 13 
2020 Total Variance

Use of Fund Balance $34,750 $0.00 $34,750.00
Dues from Members $110,224 $96,062.24 $96,062.24 $14,161.76
Interest $500 $81.25 $84.89 $100.56 $100.08 $366.78 $133.22
Other/Grant Match $0 $0.00 $0.00
LMCIT Rebate $500 $163.00 $163.00 $337.00
Other Grants $0.00 $150,000.00 $150,000.00 ($150,000.00)
BWSR FY16-18 CWF & FY19 WBF Grants2 $250,000.00 $0.00 $250,000.00

TOTAL $395,974.00 $150,244.25 $84.89 $100.56 $96,162.32 $246,592.02

ESTIMATED EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES Budget Dec 12 2019 - 
Jan 8 2020

Jan 9 - Feb 12 
2020

Feb 13 - Mar 11 
2020

Mar 12 - May 13 
2020 Total Balance  

Remaining
Engineering/Technical Assistance

Technical Assistance $5,500.00 $317.00 $817.00 $34.00 $2,972.00 $4,140.00 $1,360.00
Meetings $6,000.00 $675.40 $523.00 $507.50 $1,308.50 $3,014.40 $2,985.60
Plan Reviews $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Watershed Plan Amendment $40,000.00 $2,491.50 $2,491.50 $37,508.50

Project Planning/Implementation
Plan Implementation $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Landscaping for Clean Water Projects $15,000.00 $6,000.00 $6,000.00 $9,000.00
Water Monitoring $6,500.00 $330.00 $924.00 $480.00 $1,734.00 $4,766.00
Seidl's Lake Grant $0.00 $150,000.00 $150,000.00 ($150,000.00)

Education
Landscaping for Clean Water Workshops $6,400.00 $1,600.00 $1,600.00 $4,800.00
Master Water Stewards Program $8,500.00 $500.00 $1,600.00 $6,400.00 $8,500.00 $0.00
Storm Drain Stenciling Program $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Storwater Signage Program $2,500.00 $0.00 $2,500.00
WMO Tabling/Event Materials $600.00 $0.00 $600.00
Host Neighbhorhood or Lake Assn. Mtgs $1,200.00 $0.00 $1,200.00
General Education Requests $1,000.00 $200.00 $200.00 $800.00
Metro Watershed Partners Membership $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $0.00
Board Tour / Boat Tour $4,000.00 $0.00 $4,000.00
Website Maint. $1,700.00 $385.00 $545.00 $930.00 $770.00
CAC Coordination $1,120.00 $0.00 $1,120.00
Board Education $1,500.00 $0.00 $1,500.00

Administration
General Administration $30,000 $2.00 $5,459.10 $4.00 $9,854.00 $15,319.10 $14,680.90
Accounting Services $1,400 $0.00 $1,400.00
Insurance $2,500 $0.00 $2,500.00
Attorney and Audit $4,500 $255.00 $85.00 $102.00 $442.00 $4,058.00

BWSR FY16-19 CWF & WBF Grants3 $550,000.00 $0.00 $487.50 $0.00 $78,317.35 $78,804.85 $471,195.15

Subtotal Operating Costs Only $140,920.00 $2,079.40 $15,708.10 $1,630.50 $25,953.00 $45,371.00
TOTAL $831,840.00 $152,079.40 $16,195.60 $1,630.50 $104,270.35 $274,175.85

Overall Fund Balance $423,354.67 $407,243.96 $405,714.02 $397,605.99
Total Clean Water Fund Grant Balance $276,463.72 $275,976.22 $275,976.22 $197,658.87
LMRWMO Operating Fund Balance $146,890.95 $131,267.74 $129,737.80 $199,947.12
Unencumbered Operating Fund Balance1 $101,890.95 $86,267.74 $84,737.80 $154,947.12
Carryover Fund Balance from Dec. 12, 2019 425,189.82$     
2020 Budget Notes:

LMRWMO 2020 Financial Summary Actual Revenues

Actual Expenses

1. $45,000 total set aside in 2020 for Watershed Management Plan

3. Budget is an estimate and will vary depending on grant project progress.
2. Includes final payment for Alum Treatment grant and 40% payment for Thompson Lake grant



ESTIMATED REVENUES AND ASSETS  Budget Sum: Mar 10       - 
Dec 14 2016

Sum: Dec 15, 2016   
- Dec 13, 2017

Sum: Dec 14, 2017   
- Dec 12, 2018

Sum: Dec 13 
2018 - Dec 11 

2019

Dec 12 2019 -   
Jan 8 2020

Jan 9 - Feb 12 
2020

Feb 13 - Mar 11 
2020

Mar 12 - May 13 
2020 Total Variance

BWSR FY16-18 CWF Grant Payment - Thompson $576,000.00 $288,000.00 $288,000.00 ($288,000.00)
BWSR FY16-18 CWF Grant Payments - Alum $196,000.00 $98,000.00 $78,400.00 $176,400.00 ($19,600.00)
BWSR FY18 CWF Grant Payments - Cherokee $700,000.00 $350,000.00 $280,000.00 $630,000.00 ($350,000.00)
*Lake Augusta Matching Funds1 $24,500.00 $37,500.00 $37,500.00 $13,000.00
*Sunfish Lake Matching Funds $24,500.00 $26,129.13 $870.97 $27,000.10 $2,500.10
Thompson Lake Matching Funds $144,000.00 $0.00 ($144,000.00)
FY-2019 Watershed Based Funds $144,670.00 $72,335.00 $72,335.00 ($72,335.00)

TOTAL MATCH FUND RECEIVED $193,000.00 $26,129.13 $38,370.97 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $64,500.10 ($128,499.90)
TOTAL GRANT FUNDS RECEIVED $1,616,670.00 $386,000.00 $0.00 $350,000.00 $430,735.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,166,735.00 ($808,335.00)

ESTIMATED EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES Budget Sum: Mar 10 -       
Dec 14 2016

Sum: Dec 15, 2016   
- Dec 13, 2017

Sum: Dec 14, 2017   
- Dec 12, 2018

Sum: Dec 13 
2018 - Dec 11 

2019

Dec 12 2019 -   
Jan 8 2020

Jan 9 - Feb 12 
2020

Feb 13 - Mar 11 
2020

Mar 12 - May 13 
2020 Total Balance  

Remaining

Internal Phosphorus - Augusta & Sunfish Internal Phosphorus - Augusta & Sunfish 
Grant Administration $8,000.00 $3,900.00 $2,062.50 $2,834.35 $8,796.85 ($796.85) $196,000.00 Total Grant
Project Development $10,000.00 $4,904.33 $4,955.20 $487.50 $261.42 $10,608.45 ($608.45)

Lake Augusta Alum Treatment
Lk Augusta Stakeholder Participation $2,500.00 $2,475.00 $2,475.00 $25.00
Lk Augusta Alum Dosing $20,000.00 $19,856.75 $3,161.90 $1,824.10 $24,842.75 ($4,842.75)
Lk Augusta Alum Application $55,000.00 $55,000.00 $55,000.00 $0.00
Lk Augusta Alum Application Match $24,500.00 $37,493.70 $37,493.70 ($12,993.70)
Lk Augusta Shoreline/Inlet Engineering $0.00 $64,493.80 Match
Lake Augusta Shoreline / Inlet Assess $7,000.00 $0.00 $7,000.00 $196,000.00 Spent

Sunfish Lake Alum Treatment $0.00 Balance 100.00%
Sunfish Lake Stakeholder Participation $4,000.00 $4,104.48 $4,104.48 ($104.48)
Sunfish Lake Alum Dosing $20,000.00 $20,272.47 $20,272.47 ($272.47)
Sunfish Lake Alum Application $63,000.00 $63,000.00 $63,000.00 $0.00
Sunfish Lake Alum Application Match $24,500.00 $27,000.10 $27,000.10 ($2,500.10) $196,000.00 Funds Received 90%
Sunfish Lake Rainbarrel Program $6,000.00 $6,000.00 $487.50 $6,487.50 ($487.50) $0.00 Funds on Hand
Sunfish Lake Shoreline Survey $500.00 $412.50 $412.50 $87.50

Thompson Lake Stormwater Improvements Thompson Lake Stormwater Improvements
Grant Administration $15,000.00 $1,912.50 $2,437.50 $3,256.48 $865.32 $8,471.80 $6,528.20 $576,000.00 Total Grant
Project Development $15,000.00 $1,077.50 $4,347.50 $8,737.50 $5,983.64 $112.50 $20,258.64 ($5,258.64) $300,454.08 Spent 52.16%
Education and Outreach $18,000.00 $2,375.00 $18,072.64 $315.23 $20,762.87 ($2,762.87) $74,485.01 Match
Engineering, Design, Permitting $140,000.00 $1,960.00 $44,409.65 $56,869.10 $3,090.26 $106,329.02 $33,670.98 $345,060.91 Balance
Forebay, Wetland, & Pond Install $344,000.00 $72,719.65 $71,912.11 $144,631.75 $199,368.25y, ,    
Match $144,000.00 $11,102.41 $63,382.60 $74,485.01 $69,514.99 $288,000.00 Funds Received 50%
Water Reuse Irrigation System $44,000.00 $0.00 $44,000.00 -$12,454.08 Funds on Hand

Cherokee Heights Stormwater Cherokee Heights Stormwater 
Grant Administration $12,000.00 $520.00 $5,014.73 $1,550.37 $7,085.10 $4,914.90 $700,000.00 Total Grant
Project Development $10,000.00 $5,240.00 $5,543.36 $375.00 $252.39 $11,410.75 ($1,410.75)
Rainbarrel Program $15,000.00 $840.00 $11,163.91 $12,003.91 $2,996.09
Ravine Stabilization $275,000.00 $187,519.28 $187,519.28 $87,480.72 $470,802.88 Spent 67.26%
Ravine Stabilization Match $210,000.00 $57,996.18 $57,996.18 $152,003.82 $175,000.00 Match  g g, 
Design $137,000.00 $90,323.45 $90,323.45 $46,676.55 $434,197.12 Balance
Stormwater BMP Construction $211,000.00 $137,011.46 $137,011.46 $73,988.54
Stormwater BMP Construction Match $170,000.00 $117,003.82 $117,003.82 $52,996.18 $630,000.00 Funds Received 90%  g g, 
Design $40,000.00 $25,448.93 $25,448.93 $14,551.07 $159,197.12 Funds on Hand

FY 2019 Watershed Based Funding FY 2019 Watershed Based Funding
Grant Administration $8,000.00 $37.35 $43.23 $80.58 $7,919.42 $144,670.00 Total Grant
Education Program Implementation $36,000.00 $914.60 $914.60 $35,085.40
Education Program Project Dev. $4,670.00 $87.41 $144.22 $231.63 $4,438.37 g  j   
Match $4,670.00 $0.00 $4,670.00
Interstate Valley Creek Project Dev. $4,000.00 $74.69 $74.69 $3,925.31 $1,819.17 Spent 1.26%
Interstate Valley Creek Study $44,000.00 $0.00 $44,000.00 $0.00 Match
Interstate Valley Creek Study Match $25,000.00 $0.00 $25,000.00 $142,850.83 Balance
Lake Augusta Project Development $4,000.00 $373.45 $144.22 $517.67 $3,482.33
Lake Augusta Study $44,000.00 $0.00 $44,000.00 $72,335.00 Funds Received 50%
Lake Augusta Study Match $30,000.00 $0.00 $30,000.00 $70,515.83 Funds on Hand

TOTAL GRANT EXPENSE $1,616,670.00 $10,086.31 $184,091.92 $70,759.05 $625,334.00 $0.00 $487.50 $0.00 $78,317.35 $969,076.13 $647,593.87
TOTAL MATCH EXPENSE $632,670.00 $0.00 $64,493.80 $11,102.41 $238,382.60 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $313,978.81 $318,691.19

$375,913.69 $191,821.78 $471,062.73 $276,463.72 $276,463.72 $275,976.22 $275,976.22 $197,658.87

Note: Budget reflects most recent BWSR work plan, not original work plan
Note: Revenue and expenditures from 2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019 are shown but have been aggregated

1. Includes $35,000 from City, $2,500 from Lake Augusta residents.

LMRWMO Grants Financial Summary (2016-2020)

Summary

LMRWMO GRANT FUND BALANCE
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DAKOTA COUNTY 
SWCD & WMO
Website proposal: Updated

April. 30, 2020

7.0 Website Update Proposal



WEL
COMEDear David Holmen,

We are pleased to submit this proposal for the Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District’s 
website re-design. 144design has had the privilege of working with Dakota County since 2015, and we 
appreciate the opportunity to continue that work with the Soil and Water Conservation District. 

We understand the importance of connecting with audiences in a meaningful and impactful way. 
Given the opportunity build our partnership with you and your team, we are confident that we can 
provide successful design, development and roll-out of your new website. 

As a partner, we will continue to research and learn about your objectives so that we can deliver 
creative solutions that support your mission as well as your vision throughout the process.

We are excited about the opportunity to grow with you. 

Sincerely,

Samuel J. Gross
144design, Inc



OBJE
CTIVESWCD is seeking to update and build a modern website that is simplified, 

streamlined and accessible, improving the overall user experience. 
The new website should be on brand and engaging for visitors, so that 
they can to easily navigate and find the information they are seeking.

OBJECTIVES:
• Reorganize the navigation and page flow
• Improve usability for site management
• Engage the audience with clear Calls To Action (CTAs)
• Ability to easily add features and functions for future development

 



SOLU
TIONWe will work through our process, in collaboration with you, to ensure that 

your objectives are met. Based on our understanding of this project, we would 
like to offer the following recommendations.

DEVELOP SITE ARCHITECTURE 
We will put together an overview of the new site to account for the various pages and sections 
and make sure we plan for the flexibility and growth potential of new services and products.

WORDPRESS PLATFORM
We will select a Wordpress theme for you that has a proven track record for enhanced design and development features and 
capabilities. This theme will allow for a more sustainable and manageable platform for you to build on today and into the future.

PLUG-IN & FEATURES
Based on your needs, we recommend the following:

FEATURES:
• Fusion Builder - Allows for a more user friendly editor and page builder
• Fusion Core - Manage Updates and Theme Patches that come available

PLUG-INS:
• Yost SEO - All-in-one SEO solution, including on-page content analysis
• Wordfence Security - site protection
• Sucuri - Back-end Server/Site spam monitoring 
• WP Super Cache - Fast caching for your site and improved UX
• Calendar - a fluid schedule that allows for easy-to-use functions 
• Social media - Integrate streaming content from social platforms
• WPForms Pro - Simple but flexible forms
• Strip - Payments platform with simple, pay-as-you-go pricing



01
02
03

PRO
CESSBefore we can execute the new site, we need to begin the process 

of understanding the goals and objectives to ensure that when 
we begin the design process we are leaving little to chance.

DISCOVER
01 Collect and gather information
02 Define objectives
03 Discover list of key features/functions

DESIGN
01 Explore visual style
02 Develop mock-ups/concepts

EXECUTE
01 Build the new website platform
02 Launch the new site



DISCOVER:

Step 1: Review Existing Website
 • Create a website architecture of primary and 
  secondary navigation

 – Include any considerations for key features and 
  functionality (GIS map, Calendar, Forms, etc)

Note: This should be a collaborative process to make sure we are thoughtful 
and intentional about how sections are laid out and what content is essential.

We typically categorize these into 3 buckets:

1- KEEP: 
All essential information that must be included on the site

2- CONSIDER:
Review material and decide if it moves up or down in priority

3- TRASH: 
This content is not needed/wanted or applicable

Step 2: Create Web Architecture
 • Sort through Key information and group into 
  navigational categories 

  – (Home, About, Programs, Financial, News, etc.)

 • Create a website architecture of primary and 
  secondary navigation

 – Include any desired features and functionality 
  (GIS map, Calendar, Forms, etc)

 • This final architecture should be approved before 
  the end of the design process.

DESIGN:
Step 1: Define Visual Style
 • 144design will develop and present 2 unique home 
  page layouts and coordinating secondary page designs
  (We will collectively determine a specific secondary page)

Step 2: Website Concept Review
 • Your team will review concepts, select a design direction
  and provide feedback and requested edits to that design

 • Updated designs will be re-presented and any additional 
  edits can be made as we move into execution and 
  development

Note: Based on feedback and direction the committee  must consolidate 
and agree upon all requested changes before moving into the development 
of the site.

PRO
CESSEXECUTE:

Step 1: Build Framework
 • We will begin by building the websites page
  structure and templates for the site.
 • A focus on the home page and selected secondary page(s)
  – Complete layout of the home page and secondary page
  will be presented
  – This will include the navigational structure determined 
  in the Discovery/Design stages.

Step 2: Website Review
 • A functioning site will be presented to the committee to review
  and approve before building out any additional pages. 
 – Any edits or changes to this will be made before moving forward

Step 3: Page Build-out
 • We will complete the page navigation and build a template page
  for each section for the entire website
 • Content will be migrated over to the designated sections
 – Additional edits to pages will be made before moving forward

Step 4: Prelaunch Testing
 • Final review of the website by the committee members
 – Final edits will be made as needed in preparation for launch
 • Setup of Wordpress Training & Walk-through

Step 5: Website Launch
 • Initiate final transfer and redirection of domains to 144design server
 • Any additional website/Wordpress support as needed.
 • Celebrate launch and communicate to audiences.

Note: The new website will be built as a development (Dev) website on the 144design 
servers and only be visible to our internal audience until launch. This allows us to review 
the layout and test navigation and functionality in a “live” environment prior to launch.

We request that your committee provides the content for each web page in its own 
separate document or folder via DropBox or similar file sharing structure. This includes: 
pdf file attachments, Text files or text content for that page, photos. – Stock photos can 
also be sourced by 144design for an additional fee (TBD).



SWCD
SCO

PE
DISCOVER $1500
• Evaluate existing sitemap
• Develop new architecture

DESIGN $2000
• Create Home page design layout (2 concepts)
• Create Secondary Page(s) concepts for additional content (2 concepts)
• Includes up to 2 rounds of revisions before going into development

EXECUTE $7500
• Installation of updated Wordpress platform
• Purchase & Install new recommended Theme
• Purchase & Install recommended Plug-ins
• Apply brand appropriate graphics, fonts, colors and images
• Transition of content from current site
• Basic SEO development for each page

Wordpress Training and Support  $250
• Walk-through of how to access and make basic updates in Wordpress
• Phone support will be available to assist with questions

Web Hosting/Services (Annual Contract) $1265
• Service contract for quarterly updates and maintenance
• Sucuri IPS (Intrusion Prevention System)
• SSL Certificate ($125)

ESTIMATED TOTAL   $12,265



WMO
SCO

PE
WMO WEBSITE TEMPLATE
Pricing is based on individual site setup using the SWCD site as the template.
Individual WMO sites/pages will be able to be customized within this framework.

External Domains Setup Only $375
• Installation of updated Wordpress platform
• Purchase & Install new recommended Theme
• Purchase & Install recommended Plug-ins

Website and Setup $2000 
• Website structure based on approved layout of SWCD
• Sample Home page and Secondary Page layout provided for approval
– Up to 2 rounds of revisions before complete site build begins
• Board will provide current or updated site content to be implemented
• Complete site structure and page templates will be provided
• Setup includes custom colors, logos and template headers.
* Custom design and/or development will be billed/quoted separately.

Web Hosting/Services  (Annual Contract per domain)  $960
• Service contract for quarterly updates and maintenance
• Sucuri IPS (Intrusion Prevention System)
• SSL Certificate ($125)

ESTIMATED TOTAL   $4,225



DISCOVER

DESIGN

EXECUTE

TIME
LINEBelow is a high-level timeline and schedule, based on the 

information provided. Before we begin we will provide a more 
detailed look at the schedule and key milestones for this project.

Weeks 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 



ABO
UTWe are a small business, and proud of it. We believe that by being a 

small business, our clients benefit from the level of personal care and 
attention that they deserve.

WHAT WE DO
144design provides creative design solutions. Our capabilities include branding, 
naming, package design, print and digital collateral, illustration, website design. 

A FOUNDATION FOR SUCCESS 
Established in 2004, 144design was founded on the principles of providing the highest quality design solutions for a 
variety of industries. We have prided ourselves on building partnerships with our clients. Understanding a client’s 
business and objectives has been an integral component, not only to the success of the design solutions, but to the 
overall success of their business. While we work with a wide range of clientèle, from fortune 500s to start-ups, our 
passion for seeing businesses grow is at the core of what we do.



CLIE
NTSOur involvement with these clients include a range of 

solutions from branding, web design, video production, 
packaging, illustration, print and digital collateral. 



PORT
FOLIOAUGSBURG UNIVERSITY

We had the opportunity to revisit our roots with 
the re-branding of Augsburg College to Augsburg 
University. The scope of this work entailed logo 
design, identity systems and standards manual. 

augsburg.edu



DAKOTA COUNTY
We established a partnership with Dakota 
County and the Vermillion River Watershed 
Project in 2015. Vermillion River Watershed 
Joint Powers Organization was seeking to 
re-design and develop a new look and improve 
user experience to engage and inform their 
audience. The scope of this project involved 
the conversion of two independent sites into 
one cohesive and seamless website as well as 
the hosting and maintenance of the platform.

vermillionriverwatershed.org

PORT
FOLIO



SAINTS FOUNDATION
In 2017 we were approached by Saints 
Healthcare Funds to create a new logo mark 
for their organization. After meeting with their 
team and gaining a better understanding of 
their mission and vision for the future, we 
helped build a brand for the organization 
through a new name, tagline, branding and 
identity and website redesign. By the end of 
2017, the Saints Foundation was better 
equipped to help support their mission with an 
inspired brand that resonated with their 
organization as well as their community. 

saintsfoundation.org

PORT
FOLIO



BEST BUY FOUNDATION
We have had the privilege of working with Best 
Buy and their Foundation since 2008. 
We have helped them improve their online 
presence with a modern and redesigned 
website, event support through graphic 
design, branding, video production and digital 
design. This annual event has raised millions of 
dollars to help support under-served youth.

bestbuycharityclassic.com

PORT
FOLIO



CARIBOU COFFEE
Since 2015 we have worked with Caribou 
Coffee’s internal marketing team to help 
concept, create and execute design materials 
ranging from in-store displays, packaging 
design, email and social media campaigns.  

cariboucoffee.com

PORT
FOLIO
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THANK
YOU.
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Memorandum 

To: LMRWMO Board of Managers 
From: Greg Williams, P.E. 
Subject: LMRWMO 4th Generation Plan Update – Preliminary Visioning Exercise 
Date: May 7, 2020 
Project: 23191436.00 
c: Joe Barten, LMRWMO Administrator 

Organizations like the Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization (LMRWMO) use 
vision statements to show what future success looks like. Vision statements are sometimes supported by 
mission statements that further describe how an organization will make that future happen; alternatively, 
details of the “how” are incorporated into the vision statement. The LMRWOM Board of Managers 
(Managers) last updated the LMRWMO vision statement in December, 2009 as preceding the 
development of the 2011 Watershed Management Plan (2011 Plan). That vision statement is: 

Water resources and related ecosystems are managed to sustain their long-term health and integrity 
through member city collaboration and partnerships with other water management organizations with 
member city citizen support and participation. 

In updating the LMRWMO 4th Generation Watershed Management Plan (2021 Plan), we understand that 
the Managers wish to review the above vision statement to confirm its appropriateness or revise it to 
more accurately represent the desired future condition for the LMRWMO.  

At the May 13, 2020 Managers meeting, Barr staff and the LMRWMO Administrator will lead an initial 
discussion about the LMRWMO vision. This discussion would normally be held in person to promote 
active participation and open dialogue. Although remote participation is not ideal, we wish to 
attempt the workshop to 1) begin the visioning discussion and 2) assess the feasibility of 
conducting such workshops remotely as we proceed through the Plan update. Prior to the discussion 
on May 13, we ask the Managers to complete the attached worksheet and submit the responses to 
gwilliams@barr.com. Also attached are sample vision and mission statements from other Minnesota 
watershed management organizations. 

Requested Manager Action: Complete the attached visioning worksheet, submit responses to 
gwilliams@barr.com, and participate in discussion of the LMRWMO vision 
at the May 13, 2020 Managers meeting.

8.0 Watershed Plan Visioning Exercise

mailto:gwilliams@barr.com
mailto:gwilliams@barr.com


LMRWMO 4th Generation Plan Update 
May 5, 2020 

Vision Worksheet 

Background 

A vision statement is intended to show what future success looks like for an organization. The current 
LMRWMO mission was developed in 2009 and reads: 

Water resources and related ecosystems are managed to sustain their long-term health and integrity 
through member city collaboration and partnerships with other water management organizations 
with member city citizen support and participation. 

Vision statements from other entities are included at the end of this worksheet for comparison and 
context. 

Instructions  
Please answer the following questions in preparation for facilitated group discussion among the 
Managers. In responding to these questions, you may choose to consider the existing vision, past and 
present LMRWMO activities, and any other information you feel is relevant. Please email your answers 
to gwilliams@barr.com prior to the May 13, 2020 workshop (typed or just snap a picture). 

Questions 
1. What would you like your LMRWMO legacy to be? How would you like others to see the

LMRWMO?

2. Would you like the LMRWMO to be a leader? If so, how?

3. Broadly, how should the LMRWMO accomplish its goals?

4. What will the LMRWMO look like in 25 years?  What would you like to see in 25 years?

5. Imagine 2 or 3 newspaper headlines about the LMRWMO. What would you want them to say?

mailto:gwilliams@barr.com


LMRWMO 4th Generation Plan Update 
May 5, 2020 

Examples of Watershed Management Organization 
Vision and Mission Statements 

Stewardship of water resources to protect and enhance our communities 
- Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission

Water resources and related ecosystems are managed to sustain their long-term health and aesthetic beauty 
in order to contribute to the well-being of the citizens within the watershed  

– Black Dog Watershed Management Organization

Cleaner waters through innovative, resilient, and equitable watershed management in collaboration with 
diverse partners  

– Capitol Region Watershed District

A landscape of vibrant communities where the natural and built environments in balance create value and 
enjoyment  

– Minnehaha Creek Watershed District

To lead, and to foster stewardship of the watershed with actions that promote civic ownership and 
responsibility and through measures that achieve diverse and functional ecosystems  

– Mississippi Watershed Management Organization

To manage, protect and enhance water resources in the Nine Mile Creek watershed in collaboration with our 
partners and community stakeholders, always using sound science to guide decision making 

– Nine Mile Creek Watershed District

To preserve and improve water resources and related ecosystems to sustain their long-term health and 
integrity and contribute to the well-being and engagement of stakeholders within the community 

– Ramsey-Washington Metro Watershed District

Always be careful stewards of the water resources within our watershed boundaries through the 
coordinated efforts of the district, its communities, and residents  

– Valley Branch Watershed District

To collaboratively provide education, science, and support to restore and protect the Vermillion River 
Watershed’s natural resources for all who live, work, and play within its boundaries  

– Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization



BARR Grant Tracking Database - Updated April 27, 2020 1

Grant Program Category State
Sponsor 

Agency/ Org

Federal/Non-

Federal
General Info Eligibility Level of Assistance

Application Submittal 

Deadline w/ Comments

Application Submittal 

Deadline
Link to Website Contact Information

Tax Base Revitalization 

Account
Brownfields MN

Metropolitan 

Council
Non-Federal

The Metropolitan Council’s Tax Base Revitalization Account (TBRA) is one of the three incentive accounts created by 

the 1995 Livable Communities Act adopted by the Minnesota Legislature. The TBRA provides grants to investigate 

or clean up contaminated property for subsequent residential, commercial, or industrial development.

Funded activities include: Phase I and Phase II environmental site assessments, RAP development, Demolition and 

site preparation (only if necessary to access contamination), Soil or ground water remediation, Soil vapor mitigation, 

Asbestos abatement work, Lead paint removal or stabilization

Cities, counties, and local development authorities located in the 7-

county metro area and participating in the Metropolitan Livable 

Communities Housing Incentives Program are eligible to apply for 

funds. Applications involving public-private partnerships are most 

competitive. Cleanup grant applicants must have an MPCA-

approved RAP, but investigation grants can fund RAP development.

Up to 100% of grant-eligible investigation and cleanup 

costs. Funding for individual projects varies considerably, 

but average award over the last three years was about 

$254K. Up to $5M available annually

May 1, 2020

and

November 2, 2020

May 1, 2020

https://metrocouncil.org/Communities/Services/Livable-

Communities-Grants/Tax-Base-Revitalization-Account-

(TBRA).aspx

Marcus Martin 

Phone: (651) 602-1054

Email: marcus.martin@metc.state.mn.us

Contamination 

Investigation and RAP 

Development Grant

Brownfields MN

MN Department 

of Employment 

and Economic 

Development

Non-Federal

Administered by DEED, this program is designed to assist communities in contamination investigation and RAP 

development. Similar to the Contamination Cleanup Grant, the applicant must be able to demonstrate the existence 

of a community supported redevelopment plan with an appropriate completion timeline.

Funded activities include: site investigation (Phase I and Phase II),  RAP development

Eligible applicants include cities, counties, port authorities, housing 

and redevelopment authorities and economic development 

authorities are eligible applicants. Both publicly and privately owned 

sites with known or suspected soil or groundwater contamination 

qualify.

Grants can pay for up to 75% of the costs of Phase I, 

Phase II investigation and/or RAP preparation. Awards 

cannot exceed $50,000, and require a 25% local match. A 

maximum of $500,000 per year is available for grants, 

35% of funds are dedicated to projects outside the seven-

county metropolitan area.

May 1 and November 1 of each 

year
May 1, 2020

http://mn.gov/deed/government/financial-

assistance/cleanup/contamination.jsp

Kristin Lukes

Director, Office of Brownfields and 

Redevelopment

651-259-7451 or 800-657-3858

Contamination Cleanup 

Grant
Brownfields MN

MN Department 

of Employment 

and Economic 

Development

Non-Federal

This program, administered by DEED, is designed to help communities pay for assessing and remediating 

contaminated sites for private or public redevelopment. Essential to this grant is the existence of a redevelopment 

plan supported by the community and an appropriate completion timeline.

Funded activities include: Site investigation and cleanup costs necessary to implement the RAP, RAP 

implementation.

Eligible applicants include cities, counties, port authorities, housing 

and redevelopment authorities and economic development 

authorities. Both publicly and privately owned sites with known soil 

or groundwater contamination qualify. Cleanup grant applicants 

must have an MPCA-approved RAP.

Approximately $4 million is available. Grants can pay for 

up to 75% of the costs of investigation, cleanup, and other 

costs necessary to implement the RAP. Awards require a 

25% local match. 35% of funds are dedicated to projects 

outside the seven-county metropolitan area . Applications 

accepted May 1 and November 1 of each year

May 1 and November 1 of each 

year
May 1, 2020

http://mn.gov/deed/government/financial-

assistance/cleanup/contamination.jsp

Kristin Lukes

Director, Office of Brownfields and 

Redevelopment

651-259-7451 or 800-657-3858

Conservation Partners 

Program

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection

Hawaii, Illinois, Michigan, 

Minnesota, Kansas, 

Tennessee

NRCS & NFWF Federal

The CPP program funding will support: 

•Accelerated implementation of NRCS/NFWF initiatives and Farm Bill conservation programs within the Program

Priority Areas and Working Lands for Wildlife Focal Areas listed below

•Incorporation of best available science in applying conservation systems and strategically focusing resources where 

the greatest conservation opportunities exist

•Increased landowner/manager awareness and participation in NRCS/NFWF initiatives and Farm Bill programs

•Identifying and promoting positive economic outcomes as a result of conservation system implementation

Non-profit 501(c) organizations, farmer and commodity-led 

organizations, educational institutions, tribal governments, and state 

or local units of governments (e.g. state agricultural and/or 

conservation agencies, counties, townships, cities, conservation 

districts, utility districts, drainage districts, etc.).  

Proposals will be focused in one of the eight geographic areas listed 

below:

•Pacific Salmon

•Grassland Bird Habitat

•Great Lakes

•Mississippi River Basin 

Typical awards will range from $50,000 to $124,000. May 6, 2020 May 6, 2020 https://www.nfwf.org/conservationpartners/Pages/home.aspx

Eric Forward

eric.forward@nfwf.org

612-567-7285

Conservation Partners 

Legacy Grant Program - 

Expedited 

Conservation Projects

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
MN MN DNR Non-Federal

Grant program to restore or enhance prairies, wetlands, forests, or habitat for fish, game, or wildlife in Minnesota. 

Program provides non-competitive grants from $5,000 to $50,000 with a 10% non-state match requirement, and 

project cost cap of $75,000. Restoration and enhancement projects will only be funded on lands in public ownership 

or waters designated as public waters. All project sites must be open to the public for all seasons of hunting and 

fishing.

Eligible applicants are limited to local, regional, state, and national 

non-profit organizations, including government entities. Private 

individuals and for-profit organizations are not eligible to apply for 

these grants. Continuous grant cycle - grant awards made every 

other month until all funds are awarded (up to 5 rounds). Projects 

must be on public lands or waters.

Non-competitive grants from $5,000-$50,000 with a 10% 

non-state match requirement and a total project cost cap 

of $575,000.

ECP Round 1: September 16, 

2019

ECP Round 2: November 18, 

2019

ECP Round 3: January 21, 2020

ECP Round 4: March 16, 2020

ECP Round 5: May 11, 2020

May 11, 2020
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants/habitat/cpl/ecp-grant-

cycle.html

 LSCPLGrants.DNR@state.mn.us

 Jessica Lee, CPL Grant Program 

Coordinator

 651-259-5233 (St. Paul)

 Conservation Partners Legacy Grant

 MN DNR

 500 Lafayette Road

 Box #20

 St. Paul, MN 55155

Transportation 

Regional Solicitation
Transportation MN

Metropolitan 

Council
Federal

The Metropolitan Council is accepting applications for federal transportation monies to help fund local projects. The 

funding is key to helping local governments and others piece together financing for projects that benefit their 

communities and the region. Applicants compete for funding from one of the modal categories: Roadways, Transit, 

Bike and Pedestrian, roadway spot mobility and safety, and arterial bus rapid transit project.

Eligible metro-area applicants include the seven counties, cities and 

townships, state agencies, colleges and universities, school districts, 

American Indian tribal governments, transit providers, nonprofit 

organizations and park districts.

Roadway traffic management technologies maximum 

fund of $3.5 million; roadway strategic capacity maximum 

award $10 million; multiuse trail and bicycle facilities 

maximum award $4 million; transit modernization 

minimum award $500,000; travel demand mimum award 

$100,000; roadway spot mobility and safety minimum 

award $1 million maximum award $3.5 million; arterial bus 

rapid transit maximum award $25 million

May 15, 2020 May 15, 2020
https://metrocouncil.org/Transportation/Planning-

2/Transportation-Funding/Regional-Solicitation.aspx

Elaine Koutsoukos

elaine.koutsoukos@metc.state.mn.us

651-602-1717

Community 

Conservation 

Partnership

Water Quality MN

Dakota County 

Soil & Water 

Conservation 

District

Non-Federal

Program to support public landowners in implementing TMDL and local water management plans by providing 

technical and cost share assistance to install bioretention and other stormwater Best Management Practices at public 

facilities in Dakota County to improve water quality above the minimum measures required by the regulating 

agencies.

Public landowners within Dakota County
Up to $50,000 of cost share funding available per project 

for up to 75% of the actual project cost.
March, May or July 15, 2020 May 15, 2020 http://www.dakotacountyswcd.org/ccp.html

Contact Dakota County SWCD

(651) 480-7777

TIGER BUILD 

Discretionary Grants
Transportation All States US DOT Federal

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) published $1 billion in Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 discretionary grant 

funding through the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation Discretionary 

Grants program. Projects for BUILD will be evaluated based on merit criteria that include safety, economic 

competitiveness, quality of life, environmental sustainability, state of good repair, innovation, and partnership. To 

better address the needs of rural America, which has historically been neglected, DOT intends to award 50% of 

BUILD Transportation grant funding to projects located in rural areas that deliver positive benefits for these 

communities, consistent with the Department’s R.O.U.T.E.S. initiative. For this round of BUILD Transportation 

grants, the maximum grant award is $25 million, and no more than $100 million can be awarded to a single State, as 

specified in the appropriations act.

State, local, and tribal governments, transit agencies, port 

authorities, metropolitan planning organizations, other political 

subdivisions of State or local governments, and multi-State or multi-

jurisdictional groups applying through a lead applicant

Up to $1 billion available, grants may not be less than $5 

million and not greater than $25 million except that for 

projects located in rural areas, the minimum award size is 

$1 million

May 18, 2020 May 18, 2020 https://www.transportation.gov/tiger

Office of Secretary of Transportation

202-366-0301

TIGERgrants@dot.gov

National Ground-Water 

Monitoring Network
Groundwater All States USGS Federal

The Groundwater and Streamflow Information Program of the USGS is offering a two-year cooperative agreement 

opportunity to state or local water-resources agencies that collect groundwater data to participate in the National 

Ground-Water Monitoring Network. The USGS is working with the Federal Advisory Committee on Water 

Information (ACWI) and its Subcommittee on Ground Water (SOGW) to develop and administer a National Ground-

Water Monitoring Network (NGWMN). This funding opportunity is to support data providers for the National Ground-

Water Monitoring Network.

State and local water resource agencies
Individual applications are restricted to a maximum annual 

funding level of $300,000.
May 21, 2020 May 21, 2020

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-

grants.html?keywords=2020%20ground-

water%20monitoring%20network

Sara Roser

(703) 648-7357

sroser@usgs.gov

Green Partners 

Environmental 

Education Program

Environmental & Education MN Hennepin County Non-Federal

Hennepin County provides funding and support to organizations to to actively educate, engage and motivate 

residents to become environmental stewards and make positive behavior changes. We focus on actions to prevent 

waste, recycle, reduce household hazardous waste, conserve energy, care for trees, protect pollinators, and improve 

our air and water quality.

Eligible organizations include:

 •Registered nonprofit organizations such as community groups, 

youth programs, congregations, etc.

•Park districts

•Private and public schools and school districts, including community 

education programs like ECFE.

•Within Hennepin County

If you have received an environmental education grant 

before, you can apply for up to $20,000 for a one-year 

project or, if you meet the criteria, up to $40,000 for a two-

year project.

If you have never received an environmental education 

grant before, you can apply for up to $10,000 for a one-

year project.

May 28, 2020 May 28, 2020
http://www.hennepin.us/business/work-with-henn-co/green-

partners-enviro-ed-prog

supplierportal@hennepin.us

612-543-5412

Lessard-Sams Outdoor 

Heritage Fund

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
MN

Lessard-Sams 

Outdoor Heritage 

Council

Non-Federal
The mission of the Outdoor Heritage Fund is to protect, restore, and enhance wetlands, prairies, forests and habitat 

for fish, game and wildlife. Priorities vary by region- see website for more information.
Program is open to all who want to apply.

An estimated $100 million available. Minimum award of 

$400,000. Leverage funding encouraged. 
May 28, 2020 May 28, 2020 https://www.lsohc.leg.mn/FY2020/index_call.html

Sandy Smith

(651) 297-7141

sandy.smith@lsohc.leg.mn

Grants for solvent and 

coating emission 

reductions

Manufacturing MN MPCA Non-Federal

MPCA is seeking applications for grant funding for small businesses, governmental agencies, educational institutions, 

and nongovernmental organizations to switch to alternative solvents and coatings that result in measurable 

reductions in volatile organic compounds (VOCs), or to purchase equipment that reduces the use of VOC-containing 

solvents and coatings.

Businesses under 500 employees, governmental agencies or tribal 

nations, educational institutions, non-governmental organizations 

(e.g., nonprofits or industry association)

Maximum grant award: $3,000 per application with a 50% 

required minimum match
May 29, 2020 May 29, 2020

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/regulations/grants-solvent-and-

coating-emission-reductions
grants.pca@state.mn.us

Regional Conservation 

Partnership Program
Water Quality All States USDA NRCS Federal

The NRCS is working to identify and address natural resource objectives and implement conservation practices and 

activities to deliver environmental benefits locally, regionally, and nationally. Through the new Farm Bill, NRCS has 

been given the authority to enhance regional cooperation to more effectively implement and maintain conservation 

activities, thereby promoting the restoration and sustainable use of soil, water, wildlife, and related natural resources 

on regional or watershed scales. NRCS will co-invest in mobilizing creative and workable solutions to agricultural 

production and resource management challenges. These solutions will benefit not only individual farming, ranching, 

and forest operations, but also local economies and the communities and resource users in a watershed or other 

geographic area that depend on the quality of the natural resources.

Native American tribal governments (Federally recognized)

Institutions of higher education

State governments

County governments

Special district governments

City or township governments

Agricultural or silvicultural producer association

Farmer cooperative

Water district, irrigation district, rural water district or association

$300 million in funding available annually May 29, 2020 May 29, 2020
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/pro

grams/financial/rcpp/?cid=nrcseprd1477816

Frankie Comfort Grants & Agreements 

Specialist Phone 202-690-0164 

Short Term Action 

Request Grants (STAR)

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
MN MN DNR Non-Federal

Your project must be conducted in Minnesota's coastal area, be action-oriented, and align with one of the following 

categories and goals:

-Coastal Habitat: Protect the coastal areas' natural resources and habitats including wetlands, forests, beaches and 

fish

-Coastal Hazards: Protect lives and property in the coastal area by minimizing risk to hazards such as storms, 

flooding and erosion 

-Water Quality: Safeguard and restore water quality in Lake Superior and area streams

-Coastal Community Development: Help communities manage development or preserve the historic, cultural and 

aesthetic features of Lake Superior and its coast

-Coordination and Public Involvement: Collect, analyze, synthesize and share information and research results that 

will lead to better land and water use decisions in the coastal area or engage the public in critical government 

decisions

Cities, townships and counties within the coastal area; area-wide 

agencies; regional planning agencies; state agencies; non-profit 

organizations; colleges and universities; public school districts in the 

coastal area; conservation districts; port authorities; tribal 

governments; joint powers boards; sanitary sewer districts.

The minimum grant is $2,500 and the maximum is 

$10,000. 

January 1, 2020

March 2, 2020

June 1, 2020

June 1, 2020 http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/lakesuperior/grants.html

Cynthia Poyhonen, Grants Specialist 

(218) 834-1447 or 

Cynthia.poyhonen@state.mn.us
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Flood Hazard Mitigation 

Grants
Water Quantity MN MN DNR Non-Federal

Program to provide technical and financial assistance to local governmental units for conducting flood damage 

reduction studies and for planning and implementing flood damage reduction measures.

Cities, counties, townships, watershed districts, watershed 

management organizations and lake improvement districts.

A maximum of 50% of total eligible project costs up to 

$150,000. Grant requests for more than $150,000 must 

be approved by the Legislature.

Recommended that the 

completed application form be 

submitted to your DNR Division 

of Waters Area Hydrologist by 

June 1 of the year in which you 

wish to apply.

June 1, 2020 http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants/water/flood_hazard.html

Pat Lynch, Flood Damage Reduction 

Program Manager

DNR Division of Waters

(651) 259-5691

E-Mail: pat.lynch@dnr.state.mn.us

Clean Water State 

Revolving Fund -

Wastewater & 

Stormwater

Water Quality MN

MN Public 

Facilities 

Authority (MPFA)

Non-Federal

The Clean Water State Revolving Fund, is established under the Federal Clean Water Act and state law to make 

loans for point source (wastewater and stormwater) and nonpoint source water pollution control projects. The Public 

Facilities Authority (PFA) prepares an annual Intended Use Plan (IUP) based on a Project Priority List (PPL) 

developed by the MPCA. The IUP describes the projects and activities eligible for funding during the state fiscal year. 

Proposals are being accepted to place wastewater or stormwater 

collection and treatment system projects on the Clean Water 

Revolving Fund (CWRF) Project Priority List (PPL). Projects must 

be on the PPL to be eligible to apply for below market rate CWRF 

loans and other Clean Water Legacy grants and loans from the 

Minnesota Public Facilities Authority (PFA). PFA financing is for 

investments in municipal infrastructure which result in improvements 

in water quality. Funding is not available for privately owned 

infrastructure.

Below market-rate, low-interest loans, principal-

forgiveness or grants to local governments.

Wastewater Facilities Plans or 

Stormwater Project Plans are 

due to the MPCA March 6, 

2020. 

Request for Placement on PPL 

due to the MPCA March 6, 

2020. 

Request for Placement on the 

IUP due to the MPCA June 5, 

2020. 

June 5, 2020 www.pca.state.mn.us/ppl

Bill Dunn, Clean Water Revolving Fund 

Coordinator

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

520 Lafayette Road North

Saint Paul, MN 55155-4194

651-757-2324 or bill.dunn@state.mn.us

Point Source 

Implementation Grant 

Program

Water Quality MN

Minnesota Public 

Facilities 

Authority (PFA) & 

MPCA  (State 

funds)

Non-Federal

The Point Source Implementation grant program provides grants to units of local government to assist with the cost 

of water infrastructure projects necessary to:

•Meet wasteload reductions prescribed under a total maximum daily load (TMDL) plan required by Section 303(d) of

the federal Clean Water Act

•Reduce the discharge of total phosphorus to one milligram per liter or less

•Meet any other water quality-based effluent limit established under section Minnesota Statute Section 115.03, subd 

1, (e)(8), that is incorporated into a permit issued by MPCA that exceeds secondary treatment limits

•Meet a total nitrogen concentration or mass limit that requires discharging ten milligrams per liter or less at a 

permitted design flow

The PSIG program provides grants for 80% of eligible costs up to a 

maximum of $7,000,000. Projects must be listed on the MPCA's 

Project Priority List (PPL).

A project must receive MPCA certification and submit as-bid project 

costs to receive a PSIG grant.

$5,307,000 million has been appropriated for this program 

for FY 2018

PPL Application Request: March 

6, 2020

IUP Application Request: June 

5, 2020

June 5, 2020
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/wastewater-and-

stormwater-financial-assistance

Bill Dunn, Clean Water Revolving Fund 

Coordinator

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

520 Lafayette Road North

Saint Paul, MN 55155-4194

651-757-2324 or bill.dunn@state.mn.us

Stewardship Fund 

Grants: Water Quality 

Planning Grants

Water Quality MN MWMO Non-Federal
Available to plan for a project, significant in scope and cost. The outcome of these grants may be used to complete 

either a Stewardship Fund Action Grant with the MWMO (application required) or for a project with another funder.

Eligible applicants for MWMO Stewardship Fund Grants include:

-nonprofit organizations, officially recognized neighborhood groups, 

business and professional associations, schools; and local units of 

government. Stewardship Fund grants may not be used to fund 

projects installed only to meet regulatory requirements; however, 

stewardship funds may be used to fund portions of the project that 

create water quality innovations that exceed regulatory 

requirements. Physical projects must be located within MWMO 

boundaries or drain to receiving water bodies within the watershed.

The grant amount may not exceed $10,000. Some 

matching funds are required.
June 5, 2020 June 5, 2020 https://www.mwmo.org/grants/stewardship-fund-grants/

Nancy Stowe

nstowe@mwmo.org

612-746-4978

One Watershed, One 

Plan Planning Grants
Water Quality MN MN BWSR Non-Federal

Up to $1.5 million in clean Water Funds is now available for planning grants under the One Watershed, One Plan 

program. These grants are for partnerships of eligible local groups to use a systematic, science-based approach to 

watershed management to develop plans that provide the greatest environmental benefits to each watershed. 

Applicants must be one or more of the eligible local governments on 

behalf of others in the watershed area. 
Up to $1,500,000 is available. June 12, 2020 June 12, 2020 http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us/grants/apply/index.html

Julie Westerlund

julie.westerlund@state.mn.us

651-297-5617

Competitive State 

Wildlife Grants Program

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
All States USFWS Federal

Federal grant funds for the development and implementation of programs for the benefit of wildlife and their habitats, 

including species that are not hunted or fished. Eligible activities include planning and conservation implementation. 

Planning activities must contribute directly to the development or modification of a State Wildlife Action Plan (Plan) 

approved by the Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service). Implementation activities are activities that a 

State carries out to execute their Plan. Priority for use of these funds must be placed on identified species of greatest 

conservation need and should take into consideration the relative level of funding available for the conservation of 

those species. The C-SWG Program prioritizes and supports projects that are designed, implemented, and 

evaluated within an explicit adaptive management framework. 

Eligible applicants include state, commonwealth, or territorial 

agencies.

Award ceiling of $1,000,000. Award floor of $50,000. A 

minimum of 25% match is required
June 12, 2020 June 12, 2020

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-

grants.html?keywords=competitive%20state%20wildlife%20

grants%20program

Grants Fiscal Officer Maria Sanchez

303-236-8185 Maria_Sanchez@fws.gov

Green Partners 

(Commercial Sector 

Recycling) 

Environmental & Education MN Hennepin County Non-Federal

The commercial sector generates more than half of the total waste in Hennepin County, and nearly two-thirds of the 

waste created at businesses and non-profits is recyclable. 

 Having a strong recycling program conserves natural resources and reduces greenhouse gas emissions, can help 

your bottom line, and demonstrates your organization’s commitment to sustainability and the community.

For-profit and non-profit businesses, organizations and institutions, 

including multifamily housing.

Must be used to improve your organization’s recycling program at 

facilities located

in Hennepin County.

Container only grants: Receive up to $2,500 for recycling 

containers only, Accelerated grants: Receive up to 

$10,000, primarily for recycling containers, Competitive 

grants: Receive up to $50,000 for large or innovative 

projects over $10,000

Container and Accelerated 

grants: Anytime, 

Competitive grants: February 15, 

June 15, October 15

June 15, 2020 http://www.hennepin.us/businessrecycling
Email Andre.X.Xiong@hennepin.us or 

call 612-543-1316.

Great Lakes 

Restoration Initiative
Environmental & Education Great Lakes Basin States

U.S. Forest 

Service
Federal

The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative targets the most significant environmental problems in the Great Lakes 

ecosystem by funding and implementing federal projects that address these problems. One objective is to protect, 

restore and enhance habitats to help sustain healthy populations of native species. Using appropriations from the 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), Partners for Fish and Wildlife (PFW) 

Program anticipates funding wetland (both coastal and interior) and associated upland habitat restoration and 

enhancement projects for conservation of native Great Lakes fish and wildlife populations, particularly migratory birds 

and, as appropriate, federally-listed species. Restoration projects will be completed on privately owned (non-

federal/non-state) lands and must be within the Great Lakes watershed. Emphasis will be placed on, but not limited 

to, completing projects within the watersheds of Great Lakes Areas of Concern and in coastal zones.

State agencies, Tribal communities, nonprofit organizations, 

educational institutions, and local governments that work within the 

Great Lakes Basin of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, New 

York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin.

Total funding available is $550,000. Award range is 

$50,000 to $300,000 depending on program area. A 20% 

non-Federal cost share is required.

June 26, 2020 June 26, 2020 https://www.glri.us/funding

Sergio Pierluissi

612-713-5475

sergio_pierluissi@fws.gov

National Coastal 

Wetlands Conservation 

Grant

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
Great Lakes Basin States USFWS Federal

The Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act established the National Coastal Wetlands 

Conservation Grant Program to acquire, restore, and enhance wetlands in coastal States through competitive 

matching grants. The primary goal is the long-term conservation of coastal wetland ecosystems. 

Eligible coastal States are States bordering the Great Lakes (IL, IN, 

MI, MN, NY, OH, PA, and WI). Eligible applicants are any State 

agency or entity designated as eligible by the Governor of a coastal 

state. It is usually a State natural resource or fish and wildlife 

agency.

Approximately $22 million available. Awards typically 

range from $125,000-$1 million. 
June 26, 2020 June 26, 2020 https://www.fws.gov/coastal/CoastalGrants/

Fish and Wildlife Biologist Christina Milloy 

703-862-5761 christina_milloy@fws.gov 

Forest Stewardship 

Program

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
MN MN DNR Non-Federal

Cost share program to provide technical advice and long range planning to interested land owners.  Forest 

stewardship plans are the outcome of the program- plans are designed to meet landowner goals while maintaining 

the sustainability of the land.

Financial assistance to woodland owners for completing projects to 

practice good forest stewardship on their land. A typical project is 

between 3 and 20 acres but could be smaller or larger depending 

on land goals.

Over $500,000 is available through June 30, 2019, or until 

funds run out.
June 30, 2020 June 30, 2020 https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/woodlands/cost-share.html

Private Forest Program Coordinator

DNR Forestry

500 Lafayette Road, Box 44

St. Paul, MN 55155

(651) 259-5261

Iron Range Resources 

Community 

Development Programs

Public Works MN

MN Department 

of Iron Range 

Resources & 

Rehabilitation

Non-Federal
Our Community Development Team is dedicated to working in partnership with northeastern Minnesota 

communities, local units of government, and a variety of community development partners, to support economic 

development by enriching and expanding the unique resources of Iron Range communities. 

Cities, townships or tribal units of government located within the 

agency's service area.  Multi-organization collaboration is welcome.

Project funding will be awarded on a rolling basis based 

on availability through June 30, 2020
June 30, 2020 June 30, 2020

https://mn.gov/irrrb/grant-resources/community-

programs/community-infrastructure.jsp

Chris Ismil

218-735-3010

Chris.Ismil@state.mn.us

North American 

Wetland Conservation 

Act Standard and Small 

Grants Program

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
All States

U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service 

(USFWS)

Federal

The Act was passed, in part, to support activities under the North American Waterfowl Management Plan, an 

international agreement that provides a strategy for the long-term protection of wetlands and associated uplands 

habitats needed by waterfowl and other migratory birds in North America. In December 2002, Congress reauthorized 

the Act and expanded its scope to include the conservation of all habitats and birds associated with wetlands 

ecosystems.

The North American Wetlands Conservation Act (Act, or NAWCA) 

of 1989 provides matching grants to organizations and individuals 

who have developed partnerships to carry out wetlands 

conservation projects in the United States, Canada, and Mexico for 

the benefit of wetlands-associated migratory birds and other wildlife.

$40 million (annually) for 24 North American Wetlands 

Conservation Act (NAWCA) proposals for U.S Standard 

Grants. Requires minimum 1:1 match

Standard Cycle 1: February 21, 

2020

Standard Cycle 2: July 10, 2020

Small: October 15, 2020

July 10, 2020
http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/north-american-wetland-

conservation-act.php

Contact: Division of Bird Habitat 

Conservation, (703) 358-1784, 

dbhc@fws.gov

Environmental 

Response Fund
Brownfields MN Hennepin County Non-Federal

Environmental Response Fund (ERF) grants fund the assessment and cleanup of contaminated sites where 

conditions present a threat to human health or the environment, but where lack funding and added environmental 

costs hinder site improvements or redevelopment.

ERF grants are used for a variety of activities that provide community benefit, including assessment and cleanup of 

groundwater and evaluation and abatement of asbestos and lead-based paint.

Priority is placed on locations that are intended as public or green spaces, establish affordable and moderately 

priced housing, and promote economic development.

Eligible applicants for ERF include municipalities, economic 

development agencies, housing and redevelopment authorities, non-

profit organizations, public companies, and private for-profit 

companies located within Hennepin County. ERF grants are not 

available to non-local government responsible parties.

ERF grants are available for the investigation or cleanup of non-

petroleum contamination or petroleum-related contamination that is 

not eligible for reimbursement by the Minnesota Petrofund.

Approximately $1-1.2 Million is available each funding 

round. 

No Spring 2020 round, next 

round will open in August 2020
August 1, 2020 https://www.hennepin.us/business/property/brownfields

mary.finch@hennepin.us

Phone: 612-596-1595
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Conservation Partners 

Legacy Grant Program - 

Traditional Projects

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
MN MN DNR Non-Federal

Grant program to restore or enhance prairies, wetlands, forests, or habitat for fish, game, or wildlife in Minnesota. 

Program provides competitive grants of $5,000-$400,000 with a 10% non-state match requirement and a total 

project cost cap of $575,000. Restoration and enhancement projects will only be funded on lands in public ownership 

or waters designated as public waters. All project sites must be open to the public for all seasons of hunting and 

fishing.

Eligible applicants are limited to local, regional, state, and national 

non-profit organizations, including government entities. Private 

individuals and for-profit organizations are not eligible to apply for 

these grants.

Competitive grants from $5,000-$400,000 with a 10% non-

state match requirement and a total project cost cap of 

$575,000

Application for FY 2020 opens 

on August 1
August 1, 2020

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants/habitat/cpl/ou-grant-

cycle.html

 LSCPLGrants.DNR@state.mn.us

 Jessica Lee, CPL Grant Program 

Coordinator

 651-259-5233 (St. Paul)

 Conservation Partners Legacy Grant

 MN DNR

 500 Lafayette Road

 Box #20

 St. Paul, MN 55155

Conservation Partners 

Legacy Grant Program - 

Metro Projects

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
MN MN DNR Non-Federal

Grant program to restore or enhance prairies, wetlands, forests, or habitat for fish, game, or wildlife in Minnesota. 

Program provides competitive grants of $5,000-$400,000 with a 10% non-state match requirement and a total 

project cost cap of $575,000. Restoration and enhancement projects will only be funded on lands in public ownership 

or waters designated as public waters. All project sites must be open to the public for all seasons of hunting and 

fishing.

Eligible applicants are limited to local, regional, state, and national 

non-profit organizations, including government entities. Projects 

must be located within the 7 county metro area or within city limits of 

cities with a population of 50,000 or greater (Duluth, Rochester, St. 

Cloud). Private individuals and for-profit organizations are not 

eligible to apply for these grants.

Non-competitive grants from $5,000-$400,000 with a 10% 

non-state match requirement and a total project cost cap 

of $575,000.

Application for FY 2020 opens 

on August 1
August 1, 2020

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants/habitat/cpl/metro-grant-

cycle.html

 LSCPLGrants.DNR@state.mn.us

 Jessica Lee, CPL Grant Program 

Coordinator

 651-259-5233 (St. Paul)

 Conservation Partners Legacy Grant

 MN DNR

 500 Lafayette Road

 Box #20

 St. Paul, MN 55155

Not-for Profit Acid Mine 

Drainage Watershed 

Cooperative Agreement 

Programs

Water Quality All States
Office of Surface 

Mining

Funding is available to assist local 501(c)(3) status organizations and groups that undertake local acid mine drainage 

(AMD) reclamation projects to improve the water quality of streams impacted by acid mine drainage. WCAP is 

designed to be partnered with other funding sources to assist groups such as small watershed organizations to 

complete local AMD reclamation projects. The funding priorities and technical focus for this announcement are to 

restore streams affected by AMD to a level that will support a diverse biological community and provide recreational 

opportunities for the public.

Eligible applicants include nonprofits having a 501(c)(3) status with 

the IRS, other than institutions of higher education.

Estimated Total Program Funding: $1,000,000

Award Ceiling: $100,000

Award Floor: $35,000

August 31, 2020 August 31, 2020
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-

grants.html?keywords=acid%20mine%20drainage

Yetunde E Richardson

Grantor

202-208-2766

MN Local Road 

Research Board and 

MnDOT Academic 

Research Funding

Research MN

MN Local Road 

Research Board 

(LRRB) and 

MnDOT

Non-Federal

The Local Road Research Board (LRRB) welcomes research ideas from Minnesota transportation practitioners. 

After submittal, your idea will be researched and evaluated to determine whether current solutions to the 

need/problem exist. We will follow up to let you know our findings. If the idea warrants new research, it will be 

brought before the LRRB to determine if proposals for research should be sought.

Current research goals include: safety, recycled and alternative pavement materials, decision-making for pavement 

planning, funding the public's role in transportation, sustainable planning and design, innovative construction methods 

and contracting, innovations in maintenance and operations, maintain road systems economically, environmental 

sustainability, reducing environmental impacts, environmental policy considerations and permitting. 

Applications are accepted from research institutions. It is not 

uncommon for consulting firms to apply for and receive funding 

through this program.

Example successful proposals range from $20,000-

$200,000. 

Priorities announced July 31, 

2020, Proposals due September 

15, 2020

September 15, 2020 http://www.dot.state.mn.us/research/process-and-docs.html

Hafiz Munir

hafiz.munir@state.mn.us

651-366-3757

Partners for Fish and 

Wildlife Program

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
All States USFWS Federal

The Partners for Fish and Wildlife (PFW) Program is a voluntary, incentive-based program that provides direct 

technical assistance and financial assistance in the form of cooperative agreements to private landowners to restore 

and conserve fish and wildlife habitat for the benefit of federal trust resources. The PFW Program is delivered 

through more than 250 full-time staff, active in all 50 States and territories. Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program 

staff coordinate with project partners, stakeholders and other Service programs to identify geographic focus areas 

and develop habitat conservation priorities within these focus areas. Geographic focus areas are where the PFW 

Program directs resources to conserve habitat for federal trust species. Project work plans are developed 

strategically, in coordination with partners, and with substantial involvement from Service field staff. Projects must 

advance our mission, promote biological diversity, and be based upon sound scientific biological principles. Program 

strategic plans inform the types of projects funded under this opportunity. Applicants seeking funding under this 

program should review the program strategic plan and also contact the regional PFW Program office prior to 

submitting an application for funding.

Projects must be implemented on private lands, including tribal 

lands or waters owned by non-Federal or non-State entities.

Funding is generally limited to $25,000 or less (higher 

amounts may be requested, but may not be awarded 

without appropriate justification and approval). No cost 

sharing or matching required. 

September 30, 2020 September 30, 2020

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-

grants.html?keywords=partners%20for%20fish%20and%20

wildlife

Grants Management Specialist Patrick 

Schulze 703 358 2567 

patrick_schulze@fws.gov

Source Water 

Protection: Plan 

Implementation Grant 

Program 

Groundwater MN
MN Dept. of 

Health
Non-Federal

Program is designed to support implementation of Source Water Protection Plans.  In Minnesota, source water 

protection is divided into wellhead protection that focuses on 1) groundwater that is used for public water supply and 

2) intake protection that focuses on surface water that is used for public water supply.

Only public water suppliers may apply for a source water protection 

plan implementation grant but may use funding to support the work 

of other parties relating to the source water protection plan. 

The total amount of funding that is available under this 

notice is $175,000. No cost share is required for receiving 

a grant. The minimum amount available is $1,000. The 

maximum amount available is $10,000. All of the funds 

that are awarded must be expended within the state fiscal 

biennium.

March 31, 2020

September 30, 2020
September 30, 2020

https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/wa

ter/swp/implementationfaq.html

Drinking Water Protection Program 

Email: 

Health.DrinkingWater@state.mn.us (651-

201-4700)

Project Grant Program Water Quality Great Lakes Basin States
Freshwater 

Future
Non-Federal

The goal of this grant program is to provide financial support to activities that actively promote aquatic habitat 

protection and restoration by influencing community and/or individual behavior or opinions, corporate conduction, 

and/or public policies; and to strengthen the role of individuals and community groups working locally to protect and 

restore shorelines, inland lakes, rivers, and wetlands in the Great Lakes Basin. On the ground projects or educational 

programs without an advocacy component integrated into the program and goals will not be considered. 

Applicants must be a current organizational member of Freshwater 

Future; a grassroots initiative; a 501(c)(3), Canadian charity, or have 

a fiscal sponsor with either a 501(c)(3) or is a Canadian charity; and 

carry out a project that impacts the Great Lakes watershed. 

$500-$5,000
Spring Cycle: March 31, 2020

Fall Cycle: September 30, 2020
September 30, 2020 http://freshwaterfuture.org/grants/project-grant-program/

(231) 348-8200 or 

grants@freshwaterfuture.org

Source Water 

Protection: Competitive 

Grant Program

Groundwater MN
MN Dept of 

Health
Non-Federal

Program to support source water protection for community and no transient noncommunity public water suppliers.  

Source water protection activities that are funded under this grant program must focus on managing or eliminating 

one or more potential sources of contamination that the Minnesota Department of Health has determined presents a 

risk to the public water supplier.

A public water supplier must meet the following conditions in order 

to qualify for a grant: 1) Be a community or a non-transient non-

community public water supplier, and 2) the public water supplier is 

not currently subject to administrative penalty action by the MN 

Dept. of Health for violation of state or federal public water supply 

regulations. Although only qualifying public water suppliers may 

apply for a source water protection competitive grant, they may use 

this funding to support the work of other parties.

The total amount of funding that is available under this 

notice is $75,000. An equal cost share for each work item 

is required for receiving a grant. Minimum grant amount of 

$500. Maximum grant amount is $10,000. 

April and October of each year October 30, 2020
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/wa

ter/swp/grants.html

Drinking Water Protection Program 

Email: 

Health.DrinkingWater@state.mn.us (651-

201-4700)

Rural Energy for 

America Program - 

Renewable Energy and 

Energy Efficiency - 

Grants

Environmental & Education All States USDA Federal

USDA is offering grants for up to 25 percent of total project costs for renewable energy systems and energy 

efficiency improvements. Eligible renewable energy projects must incorporate commercially available technology. 

This includes renewable energy from wind, solar, ocean, small hydropower, hydrogen, geothermal and renewable 

biomass (including anaerobic digesters). Energy efficiency improvement projects eligible for REAP funding include 

lighting, heating, cooling, ventilation, fans, automated controls and insulation upgrades that reduce energy 

consumption. 

Agricultural producers with at least 50% of gross income coming 

from agricultural operations, and small businesses in eligible rural 

areas.

The maximum grant amount for renewable energy 

projects is $500,000. The maximum grant amount for 

energy efficiency projects is $250,000. Grants for up to 

25% of total project cost.

Less than $20,000: March 31 or 

October 31

Unrestricted Grant: March 31

Energy Audit/Renewable Energy 

Development Grants: January 

31

October 31, 2020

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-

america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-

efficiency

Ron Omann, USDA Rural Development 

375 Jackson St., Suite 410 St. Paul, MN 

55101 (651)-602-7796 

Ron.Omann@mn.usda.gov 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/mn

Rural Energy for 

America Program - 

Renewable Energy and 

Energy Efficiency - 

Loans

Environmental & Education All States USDA Federal

USDA is offering loan guarantees for up to 75 percent of total project costs for renewable energy systems and 

energy efficiency improvements. Eligible renewable energy projects must incorporate commercially available 

technology. This includes renewable energy from wind, solar, ocean, small hydropower, hydrogen, geothermal and 

renewable biomass (including anaerobic digesters). Energy efficiency improvement projects eligible for REAP 

funding include lighting, heating, cooling, ventilation, fans, automated controls and insulation upgrades that reduce 

energy consumption. 

Agricultural producers with at least 50% of gross income coming 

from agricultural operations, and small businesses in eligible rural 

areas.

The maximum loan amount is $25 million, up to 75% of 

total project cost.

Less than $20,000: October 31 

or March 31

Unrestricted Loan: March 31

October 31, 2020

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-

america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-

efficiency

Ron Omann, USDA Rural Development 

375 Jackson St., Suite 410 St. Paul, MN 

55101 (651)-602-7796 

Ron.Omann@mn.usda.gov 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/mn

Conservation Corps 

Minnesota Clean Water 

Fund: Crew Labor

Water Quality MN BWSR Non-Federal

Funds are available for Conservation Corps crew labor only for the purpose of protecting, enhancing and restoring 

water quality in lakes, rivers and streams and to protect groundwater and drinking water sources from degradation. 

Project proposals should demonstrate measurable outputs to achieve water quality objectives through the 

implementation of BMPs. Projects that focus on retaining water on the land through native plantings versus habitat 

restoration are preferred. 

Counties, Cities,  SWCDs, Watershed Districts and Watershed 

Management Organizations 
$500,000 available.  No minimum match requirement. 

Applications due December 15 

every year
December 15, 2020 http://conservationcorps.org/clean-water-funding

Brian Miller at

(651) 209-9900 ext. 19

brian.miller@conservationcorps.org

Regional Sustainable 

Development 

Partnerships

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
MN

University of MN 

Extension
Non-Federal

The Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships (RSDP) connect greater Minnesota communities to the 

University of Minnesota in order to help solve problems and take advantage of new opportunities. As a part of 

University of Minnesota Extension, RSDP brings together local talent and resources with University of Minnesota 

knowledge and seed funding to drive sustainability in four areas: agriculture and food systems, tourism and resilient 

communities, natural resources, and clean energy.

Any individual or organization. No funding guidelines given.

Applications can be submitted at 

any time and are reviewed within 

specific application periods

All year http://www.extension.umn.edu/rsdp/

Kathryn Draeger

Statewide Director, Regional Sustainable 

Development Partnerships

draeg001@umn.edu

612-625-3148

(Regional Executive Director information 

on website)

Conference and 

Training Support

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
MN MN DNR Non-Federal

The MN DNR is offering grants to eligible partners for hosting conferences, meetings, retreats, seminars, 

symposiums, workshops, training or other events. The primary purpose of these events must be providing technical 

information; participants will enhance their skills and knowledge for managing coastal resources and development 

through the course of the conference. Partners can use grant fundign to send staff, community leaders and resource 

managers to conferences. Events must be related to coastal management including protecting/restoring coastal 

habitats, increasing reslience to coastal hazards, managing public access to coasts, etc.

Cities, townships and counties within the coastal area; area-wide 

agencies; regional planning agencies; state agencies; non-profit 

organizations; colleges and universities; public school districts in the 

coastal area; conservation districts; port authorities; tribal 

governments; joint powers boards; sanitary sewer districts.

Maximum award of $4,500, 10% match required No deadline All year
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/lakesuperior/grants.html

?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Cynthia Poyhonen, Grants Specialist 

(218) 834-1447 or 

Cynthia.poyhonen@state.mn.us

Carver County Cost-

Share Program
Water Quality MN Carver County Non-Federal

Carver County Water Management Organization funds a cost share program to promote citizens to use innovative 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) to protect and restore the quality of water within the county.  The goal of the 

program is to increase the awareness of water quality issues affecting the county and at the same time have citizens 

take an active role in the protection and/or restoration of the environment.  In cooperation with both County Staff and 

Private Citizens, this program will continue the strong tradition of protecting the natural resources of this great county.

This program is available to anyone that is a citizen of Carver 

County, municipalities, and private businesses located within 

the Carver County Water Resource Management Area.  Some 

areas of the County are located outside the CCWMO boundaries 

are on instead in Riley Purgatory Bluff Creek Watershed 

District or Lower MN River Watershed District.

The program will cover 75% of eligible costs up to a 

maximum reimbursement of $5000.  This is a competitive 

grant program, with the possibility of grant requests not 

obtaining funding.  If the annual funding for a fiscal year is 

depleted, project applications for the year will be held over 

to the following year.  These projects will be prioritized by 

the date in which the application was turned in. 

Applications accepted all year. All year

https://www.co.carver.mn.us/departments/public-

services/planning-water-management/water-

management/education-outreach/cost-share-program

Tim Sundby

Carver County Water Management 

Organization

tsundby@co.carver.mn.us

952-361-1816

Seth Ristow

Carver County Soil & Water 

Conservation District

sristow@co.carver.mn.us

952-466-5264
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Reimagining Great 

Lakes Water Systems
Water Quality MN

Great Lakes 

Protection Fund
Non-Federal

The GLPF is looking for new ideas, new projects and new cohorts of people to catalyze a transition to a new era of 

water systems. Water systems are the built infrastructure, the natural landscapes, and the operating rules that 

govern how water moves, what moves in water and what moves on water. Improved water systems will better solve 

a range of problems that vex our current systems, including: reducing nutrient-driven harmful algae blooms, better 

handling of large rainstorms, being adaptable to changing economic and demographic conditions, and providing 

better value for the money GLPF will invest in them.

Eligible applicants include: non-profit organizations, universities, 

governmental agencies, individuals, for-profit businesses within the 

Great Lakes watershed area. 

The average level of Fund support is $460,000, but past 

awards have ranged from $20,000 to $1.6 million
Applications accepted all year. All year http://glpf.org/get-funding/projects-wanted/

David Rankin, Program Director 847-425-

8150

Natural Resources 

Grants - Opportunity 

Grant

Water Quality MN Hennepin County Non-Federal

Primarily to help partners take advantage of opportunities to implement larger projects that improve water quality or 

preserve, establish or restore natural areas. Ideal for larger scale projects seeking to leverage multiple funding 

sources from more than one partner. Ideal for projects documented as priorities in the applicant's management plans 

(e.g. comprehensive plan, watershed management plan). Eligible expenses include environmental or engineering 

consulting fees, materials, supplies, labor and inspection fees. 

The following entities in Hennepin County: individual landowners, 

non-profit and non-governmental organizations, local government 

agencies, businesses

Up to $100,000 per project. Typical projects range from 

$25,000-$50,000. No match is required. 

Applications accepted all year. 

Funds are limited and awarded 

on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

A pre-application meeting to 

discuss project details is highly 

recommended. 

All year
http://www.hennepin.us/residents/environment/natural-

resources-funding

Jim Kujawa: 

james.kujawa@hennepin.us

612-348-7338

Brownfield Gap 

Financing Program
Brownfields MN Hennepin County Non-Federal

Managed by Minnesota Brownfields and funded through Hennepin County’s Environmental Response Fund (ERF), 

the Brownfield Gap Financing Program provides small grants to nonprofit developers to close gaps in project costs 

for environmental assessment and cleanup of property in Hennepin County.

Funded activities include: Identification and, in some cases, remediation of unexpected environmental issues (such 

as unanticipated Phase I and II investigations or small-scale cleanup), Preparation for a larger funding request from 

the County’s ERF

Eligible applicants for this program must be registered as a non-

profit within the State of Minnesota, a community group, a 

government supported organization, or a government entity located 

within Hennepin County. Applicants must own the property, have a 

purchase or lease agreement in place, or have a letter of intent to 

purchase by the applicant from the property owner.

Typical Brownfield Gap Financing Program grants are less 

than $10,000, but may be up to $15,000.
Applications accepted all year. All year http://mnbrownfields.org/our-work/brownfield-gap-financing/

Hava Blair, Minnesota Brownfields, 

Program Coordinator

PO Box 16244

St. Paul, MN 55116

612-513-4301

hblair@mnbrownfields.org

Capitol Region 

Watershed District 

(CRWD) Stewardship 

Grants

Water Quality MN

Capitol Region 

Watershed 

District (CRWD)

Non-Federal

Stewardship Grants help businesses or homeowners build projects on their property that prevent stormwater 

pollution. Public and private landowners are eligible for technical and financial assistance to install water quality 

improvement best management practices (BMPs). Specifically, the program funds BMPs that reduce stormwater 

runoff, prevent erosion and filter pollutants. Typical BMP projects include but are not limited to: 1) rain gardens, 2) 

shoreline restoration, 3) water reuse systems, 4) permeable hardscapes (pavers, asphalt etc.).  Stewardship Grant 

awards are allocated based on the water quality benefits provided by each Stormwater Best Management Practice 

(BMPs). Projects that capture runoff from streets (curb cut rain gardens), parking lots, or other larger impervious 

surfaces receive higher awards due to their higher water quality benefits. 

Property owners within Capitol Region Watershed District (CRWD) 

are eligible for grants. 

Total available grant amount is unknown.  High impact 

projects may receive up to 95% grant in addition to free 

design services.  

Applications accepted all year. All year
http://www.capitolregionwd.org/our-work/grants/stewardship-

grants/

For questions or to submit an application, 

please contact Joe Lochner at Ramsey 

County Soil & Water Conservation 

Division at 651-266-7273 or 

joseph.lochner@co.ramsey.mn.us

Conservation Initiative 

Funding Program
Water Quality MN

Dakota County 

Soil & Water 

Conservation 

District

Non-Federal
The Dakota SWCD offers funding and/or technical assistance for projects that demonstrate innovative stormwater 

management, low impact development and/or conservation design principles.

Dakota County land owners, developers, and local units of 

government

$25,000 maximum cost share to reimburse applicant for 

up to 75% estimated project cost
Applications accepted all year. All year http://www.dakotacountyswcd.org/cif.html

Contact Dakota County SWCD

(651) 480-7777

Clean Water 

Partnership Loan 

Program

Water Quality MN MPCA Non-Federal

The MPCA is accepting applications for water resource projects to be funded through the CWP Loan Program 

(approximately $11 mill available). Application will be accepted from local governmental units (LGUs) interested in 

leading a project for protection or improvement of groundwater or surface water bodies from nonpoint sources. 

Applicants awarded loan funds may begin project work after the loan agreement is executed and project workplan is 

approved. No reimbursable costs may be incurred prior to execution of the loan agreement.

Only LGUs that meet the following criteria are eligible to apply for 

loans. 

• LGU has the ability to pledge its full faith and credit to ensure 

repayment of a project implementation loan

• LGU has the authority to generate cash revenues for the 

repayment of a loan

• LGU has the authority to enter into a loan agreement with the 

MPCA

LGUs that meet these requirements include counties, cities, 

townships, tribes, watershed districts, and watershed management 

organizations. Joint powers organizations composed of previously 

mentioned entities are also eligible, but must submit a resolution 

from at least one LGU that meets the eligible criteria stating that 

they will participate in the project as a loan sponsor. Local soil and 

water conservation districts and other LGUs that are not eligible to 

serve as a loan sponsor may partner as a project sponsor with 

another government entity, such as a county or watershed district, 

which will serve as the loan sponsor.

About $15 million in loans will be available. The maximum 

loan award is $2 million. 

No matching funds are required. 

Applications accepted all year. All year

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/financial-assistance-

nonpoint-source-water-pollution-projects-clean-water-

partnership-and

Cindy Penny: 

cynthia.penny@state.mn.us or 651-757-

2099

Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program
Water Quality All States USDA NRCS Federal

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary conservation program that helps agricultural 

producers in a manner that promotes agricultural production and environmental quality as compatible goals. Through 

EQIP, agricultural producers receive financial and technical assistance to implement structural and management 

conservation practices that optimize environmental benefits on working agricultural land.

Agricultural producers and owners of non-industrial private 

forestland and Tribes are eligible to apply for EQIP. Eligible land 

includes cropland, rangeland, pastureland, non-industrial private 

forestland and other farm or ranch lands.

Submitted applications may be considered or evaluated in 

multiple funding pool opportunities. 

EQIP applications are accepted 

on a continuous basis, however, 

NRCS establishes application 

"cut-off" or submission deadline 

dates for evaluation

All year
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/pro

grams/financial/eqip/

Brenda Tonn, Program Specialist

Phone: 651-602-7883

Email: brenda.tonn@mn.usda.gov

Special Opportunity 

Grant Program
Water Quality All States

Freshwater 

Future
Non-Federal

The Special Opportunity Grants Program (Emergency Grants) is for the aquatic habitat protection efforts that may 

not coincide with the application timeline or grant period for the Projects Grants Program. Freshwater Future 

realizes that many grassroots projects can be completed for under $500 USD, therefore we maintain a reserve to 

support urgent projects or those that present a special, time-limited opportunity. Although the eligibility, overarching 

goal, priority program areas, and evaluation criteria are the same as the regular grants programs, Special 

Opportunity Grant (SOG) requests are processed differently to ensure quick turnaround.

Must be a registered non-profit organization or charity or have a 

sponsoring non-profit organization or charity.
Typically $500 or less

Applications accepted all year as 

long as funding is available
All year

http://freshwaterfuture.org/grants/special-opportunity-grant-

program/

Melanie Napoleon Welch

melanie@freshwaterfuture.org

Economic Development 

Assistance Program
Public Works All States

Economic 

Development 

Administration

Federal

Economic Development Assistance programs (EDAP) Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), EDA will make 

construction, non-construction, and revolving loan fund investments under the Public Works and Economic 

Adjustment Assistance (EAA) Programs. Through this NOFO, EDA will also designate a portion of its EAA funding to 

support communities and regions that have been negatively impacted by changes in the coal economy (Assistance 

to Coal Communities, or ACC 2018). Grants made under these programs will leverage regional assets to support the 

implementation of regional economic development strategies designed to create jobs, leverage private capital, 

encourage economic development, and strengthen America's ability to compete in the global marketplace. Through 

the EDAP NOFO, EDA solicits applications from rural and urban communities to develop initiatives that advance new 

ideas and creative approaches to address rapidly evolving economic conditions.

City or township governments, County governments, Native 

American tribal organizations (other than Federally recognized tribal 

governments), Native American tribal governments (Federally 

recognized), Private institutions of higher education, Nonprofits that 

do not have a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, other than institutions of 

higher education, State governments, Nonprofits having a 501(c)(3) 

status with the IRS, other than institutions of higher education, 

Others (see text field entitled "Additional Information on Eligibility" 

for clarification), Special district governments, Public and State 

controlled institutions of higher education

Awards range from $100,000 to $3,000,000 Applications accepted all year. All year
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-

opportunity.html?oppId=306735
http://www.eda.gov/contact/

Water & Waste 

Disposal Loan and 

Grant Program

Water/Wastewater All States USDA Federal

This program provides funding for clean and reliable drinking water systems, sanitary sewage disposal, sanitary solid 

waste disposal, and storm water drainage to households and businesses in eligible rural areas. The project funds 

may be used to finance the acquisition, construction, or improvement of drinking water sourcing, treatment, storage 

and distribution, sewer collection, transmission, treatment, and disposal, solid waste collection, disposal and closure, 

stormwater collection, transmission, and disposal.

This program assists qualified applicants who are not otherwise able 

to obtain commercial credit on reasonable terms. Eligible applicants 

include:

-Most state and local governmental entities

-Private nonprofits

-Federally-recognized tribes

Long-term, low-interest loans

If funds are available, a grant may be combined with a 

loan if necessary to keep user costs reasonable.

Applications accepted all year. All year
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-

disposal-loan-grant-program

Contact Local RD State Offices: 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/contact-us/state-

offices

RPBCWD Grants Water Quality MN

Riley-Purgatory-

Bluff Creek 

Watershed 

District

Non-Federal

Grants are available for projects that: improve watershed resources, foster water resources stewardship, increase 

awareness of the vulnerability of watershed resources, increase familiarity with and acceptance of solutions to 

improve waters. Project examples: raingardens, pervious asphalt and pavers, shoreland and streambank restoration, 

volume reduction and runoff treatment practices, wetland restoration.

Grant Programs: 

-Watershed Stewardship Grants

-Action Grants

-Educator Grants

Residential property owners, non-profit organizations, commercial 

property owners, and governments are eligible. Must be located in 

the Riley-Purgatory-Bluff Creek Watershed District. 

Maximum Stewardship Grant Awards: 

Residential: $5,000 (up to 75% of project cost)

Non-profits: $20,000 (up to 75% of project cost)

Commercial and government: $50,000 (up to 50% of 

project cost)

Action Grant: Up to $250

Educator Grant: $50 to $250

Applications accepted all year. All year http://www.rpbcwd.org/grants

Maya Swope

952-687-1348

mswope@rpbcwd.org

Great Lakes Protection 

Fund- A Call for People, 

Ideas, and Projects

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
Great Lakes Basin States

Great Lakes 

Protection Fund
Non-Federal

The Great Lakes Protection Fund seeks to support a suite of action-oriented projects to design, deploy, and evaluate 

new prototype solutions to important challenges facing our ecosystem:

-Increasingly large rain events,

-Under-investment in water infrastructure

-Nutrient pollution and harmful algae blooms,

-Threats posed by potential and existing invasive species, and

-Adapting to the demographic and economic changes in our region

These challenges are at the root of impairments to water quality, altered flow regimes and detrimental shifts in the 

ecology of the basin. The Fund believes that advances in real-time management of water, in integrating natural and 

built water management systems, in designing pay-for-performance financing, and in machine learning and 

autonomous control can be combined to create new solutions to these big challenges.

The Great Lakes Protection Fund can support a wide variety of 

applicants. Non-profit organizations (including environmental 

organizations, trade associations, and universities), governmental 

agencies, individuals, and for-profit businesses are eligible for Fund 

support. Successful applicants must maintain open access to 

certain project data, records and information. All applicants must 

show that the proposed work has clear public benefit and that any 

related financial benefits will accrue to the public good within the 

Great Lakes Basin. Government agencies must show that Fund 

support is not being used to replace or duplicate funds. The Fund 

will not support advocacy campaigns, litigation or compliance 

obligations. 

Budget requests should reflect the full amount of funds 

necessary to complete the proposed work.  Past awards 

have ranged from $20,000 to $1.5 million.  Matching funds 

are not necessary.  The fund will support overhead costs 

at a maximum of 15% of project costs.

Applications accepted all year. All year http://glpf.org/get-funding/projects-wanted/

Simon Belisle

Project Development Manager

847-425-8193

startaconversation@glpf.org

Citizen Conservation 

Stewards
Water Quality MN

Dakota County 

Soil & Water 

Conservation 

District

Non-Federal
Program supports smaller conservation practices on individual properties by providing technical and cost share 

assistance. 
Dakota County property owners

Up to $5,000 available to fund each project, up to 75% of 

total cost. 
Applications accepted all year. All year http://www.dakotacountyswcd.org/ccs.html

Contact Dakota County SWCD

(651) 480-7777
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Metro Conservation 

Corridor Partnership 

Habitat Restoration 

Program

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
MN MN DNR Non-Federal

Great River Greening is seeking partners to implement habitat restoration on protected lands and waters, with priority 

given to projects that 1) protect and restore water quality (projects must include monitoring), 2) protect, restore, and 

enhance land and habitat, and 3) reduce the spread of invasive species along streams, rivers, and land 

transportation routes.

Partners can be counties, watershed districts, cities, non-profits and 

others within the 12-county metropolitan area. Projects must be 

within a mapped Metro Conservation Corridor

1:1 match is suggested. $13,800,000 approved by 

LCCMR
Applications accepted all year. All year

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/metroconservationcorridors/index

.html

For more information, please contact:

Kristina Geiger, 651-917-6295

Minnesota Land Trust, 

kgeiger@mnland.org

Bart Richardson, 651-259-5796

MnDNR, bart.richardson@state.mn.us

Capitol Region 

Watershed District 

(CRWD) Water Quality 

Planning Grants

Water Quality MN

Capitol Region 

Watershed 

District (CRWD)

Non-Federal

Capitol Region Watershed District (CRWD) Water Quality Capital Improvement Grants provide financial assistance 

for feasibility and design of projects that protect and improve the water quality of waterbodies within CRWD. Typical 

projects funded through this program include feasibility studies and engineering services to identify, prioritize, and 

design capital improvement projects that include benefits to natural resources. The goals of this grant are to:

-Identify innovate, cost-effective solutions for protecting and improving water quality of CRWD lakes, streams, and 

wetlands and the Mississippi River

-Develop designs including preliminary and final plans, for water quality improvement projects

-Improve our understanding of best practices to protect and improve local water resources

-Build capacity for partners to accelerate on-the-ground projects that protect and improve water quality

Government agencies, public and private schools, non-profit, faith-

based or religious organizations, businesses or other private 

property owners who are located within CRWD

The professional design is anticipated to exceed $40,000. 

Projects must include identification of public educational 

opportunities. Projects required to meet regulations are 

not eligible. 

Typical annual funding available: $100,000

Average grant award: $20,000

Applications accepted all year. All year
http://www.capitolregionwd.org/our-work/grants/special-

grants/

Nate Zwonitzer  

Nate@capitolregion.org

(651) 644-8888

National Fish Habitat 

Action Plan

Natural Resources/ Habitat 

Protection
All States USFWS Federal

The National Fish Habitat Action Plan is a national investment strategy to leverage federal and privately raised funds 

to protect, restore, and enhance the nation's fish and aquatic habitats through partnerships that foster fish habitat 

conservation. Funds appropriated to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) Fish and Aquatic Conservation 

(FAC) Program specifically to implement the Action Plan will be utilized in collaboration with the National Fish Habitat 

Board and Fish Habitat Partnerships. Fish Habitat Partnerships are the primary work units of the Action Plan, formed 

around distinct geographic areas, "keystone" fish species, or system types (e.g. large lakes, impoundments, 

estuaries). Funds will support national and regional science and coordination activities to protect, restore, or enhance 

fish habitats. All or a portion or project funds may be transferred to partner organizations if the Service lacks the 

capability to implement a project. Projects must protect, restore, or enhance fish and aquatic habitats or otherwise 

directly support habitat-related priorities of Fish Habitat Partnerships or the National Fish Habitat Board. Every 

project must be identified in the Fisheries Operational Needs System (FONS), a database that identifies the 

operational needs of FAC field stations, including fish habitat project needs. FAC field offices will work with Fish 

Habitat Partnerships to identify fish habitat projects, and enter them into the FONS. Entities that seek to propose a 

fish habitat conservation project for consideration should contact a local or regional office of the Service FAC 

Program.

Eligible applicants include federal, state, or local government 

agencies; Native American governments; interstate, intrastate, 

public, and private nonprofit institutions and organizations; or any 

other organization subject to the jurisdiction of the United States 

with interests that support the mission of the Service on a cost 

recoverable basis and the goals of the Action Plan.

80 grants are expected to be awarded from $1,000-

$900,000 (total program funding $4 million). No cost 

sharing or match required.

Contact Local FHP to determine 

submittal deadline
Contact

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-

grants.html?keywords=national%20fish%20habitat%20actio

n%20plan

Cecilia M. Lewis, National Coordinator 

National Fish Habitat Partnership Fish 

and Aquatic Conservation Program 703-

358-2102

cecilia_lewis@fws.gov 

Small Watersheds 

Focus (Section 319)
Water Quality MN MPCA Non-Federal

The new 319 Small Watersheds Focus Program is looking for interested watersheds to partner with the MPCA in 

developing a long-term roadmap to support comprehensive implementation on a small-scale watershed. The MPCA 

is beginning the selection process for ten additional small watersheds to develop a detailed Focus Grant workplan 

following the EPA’s Handbook for developing watershed plans to restore and protect our waters. The selected 

watersheds (Focus Watersheds) will be prioritized to receive four, four-year grant awards that will span a total of 16 

years. These funds will be used to implement a series of projects outlined in the Focus grant workplan, provide a 

steady source of funding, focus implementation efforts, and achieve measurable water quality improvements on a 

specific waterbody.

Local governmental units such as soil and water conservation 

districts, watershed districts, watershed management organizations, 

tribal authorities, cities, counties, and joint-power organizations of 

local government.

Funding allocated on a per-watershed basis (40% in-kind 

match required)
Contact Contact

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/section-319-small-

watersheds-focus

Greg Johnson: 651-757-2471

Cindy Penny: 651-757-2099

319.Grant.PCA@state.mn.us

State Cost Share 

Program
Water Quality MN

Minnesota Soil & 

Water 

Conservation 

Districts

Non-Federal Program assists landowners financially with the installation of soil and water conservation practices. Contact SWCD within the Twin Cities metro area.
Cost share ranges from 50% to 75% based on water 

quality impacts.
Contact local SWCD. Contact

http://www.maswcd.org/SWCDs_On_The_Web/swcds_on_t

he_web.htm
Contact local SWCD.

Watershed Pollutant 

Load Monitoring 

Network

Water Quality MN MPCA Non-Federal
MPCA provides grants to collect water quality data during events when runoff is high to gauge contaminant 

concentrations and loads from the watershed.

Soil and water conservation districts, watershed districts, regional 

planning organizations, watershed management organizations, local 

units of government, regional government groups, joint powers 

boards, Minnesota colleges and universities, nonprofit organizations 

and American Indian Tribal governments.

Contact MPCA for funding information
Contact MPCA for partnership 

information
Contact

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/watershed-pollutant-load-

monitoring

Lee Ganske, 507-344-5248 (Mankato)

Patrick Baskfield, 507-344-5240 

(Mankato)

Washington 

Conservation District  

Water Quality Cost-

Share

Water Quality MN

Washington 

Conservation 

District

Non-Federal
WCD provides small grants to land owners wishing to improve surface water quality in Washington County. Eligible 

practices include rainwater gardens, infiltration systems, and other innovative approaches to treat stormwater runoff 

at the source.

Landowners in Washington County. Contact the WCD staff to learn what funds are available. Contact WCD Contact http://www.mnwcd.org/financial-assistance/ Contact SWCD.

Dam Safety Grants Water Quantity MN MN DNR Non-Federal
Intent is to improve the safety and condition of publicly owned dams and water level control structures. Eligible 

projects include dam reconstruction, repair, and removal.
Cities, counties, townships, watershed districts

Reimbursement of costs, up to 50% for repairs, up to 

100% for removals. Grants have ranged from $25,000 to 

$1,000,000

For information contact the local 

DNR Waters office Contact http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants/water/dam_safety.html

Jason Boyle, State Dam Safety Engineer

DNR Division of Waters

(651) 259-5715

E-mail: jason.boyle@dnr.state.mn.us

5
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2019 ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 
This annual activity report by the Lower Mississippi River Watershed 

Management Organization (LMRWMO) is for activities performed during 
calendar year 2019 and was prepared pursuant to MN Rules Chapter 8410, 

part 8410.0150, Subpart 3. 

Background 
A joint powers agreement was executed on October 25, 1985, which established and empowered the Lower 
Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization (LMRWMO). The LMRWMO is located in the southeast 
part of the Twin Cities metropolitan area, in northern Dakota County and southern Ramsey County. The 
LMRWMO abuts the south and west sides of the Mississippi River, from the Mississippi River’s confluence with 
the Minnesota River down to Rosemount.  

The LMRWMO covers 55.8 square miles (35,493 acres) and is composed of seven cities partially or wholly within 
the WMO boundaries. The LMRWMO member cities are: Inver Grove Heights, Lilydale, Mendota Heights, Saint 
Paul, South St. Paul, Sunfish Lake, and West St. Paul. Surface water in the LMRWMO ultimately discharges to the 
Mississippi River. The Board of Managers, which consists of appointed representatives from the member Cities 
as of 12-31-19, is listed below: 

Representative  Member City  
Sharon Lencowski (Chair) Inver Grove Heights Manager 
Tom Sutton Lilydale Manager 
Lyle Hanzal Lilydale Alternate Manager 
Mary Jeanne Schneeman (Secretary/Treasurer) Mendota Heights Manager 
Jill Smith Mendota Heights Alternate Manager 
Karen Reid (Vice-Chair)  Saint Paul Manager 
Jim McClosky  South St. Paul Manager 
John Ross South St. Paul Alternate Manager 
Patti O’Leary  Sunfish Lake Manager 
Jim Stowell Sunfish Lake Alternate Manager 
Sheila Vanney   West St. Paul Manager 

A complete contact list including addresses and phone numbers of the Board of Managers, as of 12-31-19, is 
attached to this document. 

The Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) serves as the Administrator for the LMRWMO, 
with Joe Barten as the Administration contact.   

9.2 Annual Report and Newsletter
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2019 Completed Activities 
The LMRWMO’s 2011 Watershed Management Plan (Plan) includes an implementation program. Tables 1, 2, 
and 3 below contain lists of implementation activities identified in the Plan and the status of the activities listed. 
Additional details on LMRWMO activities in 2019 include:  

 

General: 

• Contracted with the Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) to provide 
administrative, education, technical assistance, project management, and grant administration services, 
and to act as the public liaison for the LMRWMO. 

• Continued monthly grant tracking program with sources of funding for all state and local stormwater 
related grant program to assist the LMRWMO and member cities in identifying additional funding 
sources for project implementation. 

• Solicited proposals for professional legal, audit, and engineering consultants.  

• Participated in Dakota County groundwater plan update stakeholder process. 

• Delegated LMRWMO grant management authority to LMRWMO Administrator/Dakota County SWCD 
staff. 

• Initiated Watershed Management Plan update process and selected consultant to assist in plan update.  

• Approved an amendment to the West St. Paul Local Surface Water Management Plan to include the 
Thompson Oaks stormwater improvement project in their implementation plan.  

 

Education: 

• Participated in the Freshwater Society’s Master Water Stewards program. Two community members 
were sponsored to participate in the program to become Lower Mississippi River WMO Master Water 
Stewards. These volunteers will complete over a hundred hours of coursework in 2019 and 2020, 
complete a capstone project in coordination with the LMRWMO and then provide ongoing annual 
volunteer and community outreach services for the LMRWMO. Provided a MWS LMRWMO project tour. 

• Participated in and provided funding to the Metro Watershed Partners Clean Water MN program, a 
coalition of public, private and non-profit organizations in the Twin Cities metro area that promotes 
public understanding through collaborative educational outreach that inspires people to act to protect 
and improve their local water resources. 

• Coordinated the creation of a Spanish subtitled version of the Landscaping for Clean Water Introduction 
video.  

• Created and distributed targeted mailings to residents of LMRWMO lakes, in partnership with the City of 
Mendota Heights, promoting the Landscaping for Clean Water educational program.  

• Reviewed and prioritized the education items identified in the LMRWMO Watershed Management Plan 
and created a three-year Education and Outreach Plan (2019-2021) for implementation. 
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• Distributed stormwater educational articles from Clean Water MN, including those promoting the 
Adopt-A-Drain program, to Member cities for use in social media, newsletter, website, and print public 
education and outreach materials.  

• Created new water monitoring template factsheets for use on LMRWMO Citizen Assisted Monitoring 
Program (CAMP) monitored lakes.  

• Maintained an up to date LMRMWO website to communicate water resource related information and 
additional educational information to the public regarding the current activities of the LMRWMO, 
available programs, as well as relevant information on the Mississippi River and other organizations.   

 

Projects: 

• Implemented the FY-2018 Clean Water Fund grant for the Cherokee Heights Stormwater Improvement 
and Ravine Stabilization project in coordination with the Cities of Saint Paul, Mendota Heights, and West 
St. Paul. Installation of two hydrodynamic separators was completed in June of 2018. Construction of 
the ravine/channel stabilization portion was completed in the summer of 2019. The LMRWMO 
coordinated the investigation of additional areas for stabilization within the project area with the 
project partners and BWSR. Implemented a rainbarrel distribution program for residents of the 
Cherokee Heights watershed.  

• Finalized the FY-2016 Clean Water Fund grant for aluminum sulfate treatments on Sunfish Lake and Lake 
Augusta in coordination with numerous citizen, City, and Dakota County project partners. The majority 
of the work was completed in 2017 with the alum application done on both lakes. The LMRWMO 
modified the grant work plan to allow for additional monitoring in 2019 to verify the effectiveness of the 
Lake Augusta alum treatment.  

• Implemented FY-2016 Clean Water Fund grant for Thompson Lake stormwater improvements in 
coordination with Dakota County and City of West St. Paul. Project included phase 1, removal of the PAH 
contaminated sediment in the lake bottom and phase 2, installation of the stormwater management 
improvements. Construction began in October of 2018 and progressed through June 2019. The 
LMRWMO assisted in hosting a Thompson Park grand re-opening event in partnership with Dakota 
County Parks. Implemented a rainbarrel distribution program for residents of the Thompson Lake 
watershed. 

• Finalized the installation of an underground stormwater storage and infiltration pipe gallery with tree 
trenches at Seidls Lake in partnership with the City of South St. Paul. This project was the result of a 
2017 Metropolitan Council stormwater management grant obtained by the LMRWMO in partnership 
with the City of South St. Paul. The project leveraged $157,000 in City funds to obtain the $150,000 
Metropolitan Council grant. 

• Assisted Ramsey Conservation District and the City of Saint Paul in the implementation of the Lilydale 
Regional Park Brickyard Area - North Knob stabilization project. This project is utilizing BWSR Disaster 
Recovery and Assistance Program (DRAP). This project will reduce erosion through a steep and severely 
eroded ravine and bluff.  
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• Participated in the Landscaping for Clean Water (LCW) workshop series and funded three classes in 
partnership with the Dakota SWCD. Through this program 89 people attended an introduction class to 
learn about the benefits of raingardens, native gardens, and native shoreline plantings. Along with the 
other LCW classes, this effort resulted in 50 residents of the LMRWMO attending the LCW design 
workshops to create project 50 project designs. The LMRWMO then provided $250 grants for 20 
residential conservation projects (raingardens and native gardens) installed by those participants. The 
LMRWMO also provided funding for technical assistance to be provided by the Dakota SWCD for those 
watershed residents. See http://www.dakotaswcd.org/gis_app.html for locations and descriptions of 
completed projects. 2019 Program fact sheet attached.  

• Evaluated monitoring needs for LMRWMO waterbodies and recruited citizen volunteers to monitor 
multiple lakes in the LMRWMO through the Metropolitan Council’s Citizen Assisted Monitoring Program.  

• Initiated analysis for Seidls Lake lift station cost allocation between LMRWMO member Cities, using the 
LMRWMO allowable flow calculations.  

• Applied for and received a grant for Conservation Corps crew labor for work in Lilydale Park in 
coordination with the City of Saint Paul. 

 

2020 Work Plan 
The LMRWMO plans to conduct the following activities in 2020: 

• Continue the process to update the LMRWMO Watershed Management Plan.  

• Update the LMRWMO website to a more comprehensive and user-friendly format. 

• Participate in the Metro Watershed Based Funding stakeholder meetings and identify projects for 
implementation.  

• Finalize reporting for the FY-2016 Sunfish Lake and Lake Augusta aluminum sulfate treatment grant. 

• Finalize implementation of the FY-2016 Thompson Lake stormwater improvements grant, including 
contractor punch list items and project educational signage. 

• Finalize implementation of the FY-2018 Cherokee Heights stormwater improvements and ravine 
stabilization grant, including signage and minor channel repairs.  

• Continue implementation of items identified in the FY2019 Metro Watershed Based Funding grant.  

• Sponsor two participants in the Master Water Steward program and assist them in implementing their 
capstone projects. 

• Continue to collaborate with member cities to identify opportunities to partner and cost share to 
complete water quality and quantity improvement projects.  

• Implement items identified in the LMRWMO Education and Outreach Plan.  

• Continue to prioritize implementation projects and programs, apply for grants, and assist member cities 
in obtaining grants through use of grant tracking program. 

• Continue to maintain and update the LMRWMO website with information relevant to the public. 

http://www.dakotaswcd.org/gis_app.html
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• Continue to provide educational workshops and grants to LMRWMO residents through participation in 
the Landscaping for Clean Water education program. 

• Continue cost sharing the installation of residential raingardens and other stormwater management 
projects in partnership with the Dakota County SWCD’s Landscaping for Clean Water program. 

• Continue to monitor lakes through the Met Council Citizen Assisted Monitoring Program (CAMP), 
including Pickerel Lake, Lake Augusta, Sunfish Lake, Thompson Lake, and Seidls Lake.   

• Assist in determining cost allocation for LMRWMO member City shared projects, including the Seidls 
Lake lift station project.  

 

In addition to the planned activities listed above, member Cities will continue to perform water resources 
management, water quality, and educational activities through City programs and services. 

Watershed Management Plan Implementation Item Review 
 

Key for Implementation Tables 1, 2, and 3.   

Implementation item is complete, 
partially complete, or in progress. 

Implementation item requires action 
by the LMRWMO. 

Implementation item is no longer 
necessary or no action is planned by 

the LMRWMO at this time. 

 

Table 1. Implementation Status of Project List from 2011 Watershed Management Plan 

Planned Actions  
or Activities 

Proposed 
Timeframe 

Actual 
Timeframe Accomplishments to Date Next Steps 

Local government to 
construct BMPs to reduce 
negative impacts of 
development upstream of 
Hornbean Lake. 

2014 Pending 
To be constructed in coordination 
with new development. 

Current development 
standards to drive 
water quality 
projects with future 
development. 

Local government to 
construct improvements to 
reduce flooding/erosion at 
Marie Ave/Dodd Rd 
(feasibility study has been 
completed). 

2012 2013 

A rate control pond was constructed 
at NE corner of Dodd and Marie to 
control flow downstream, reducing 
erosion and allowing sediment to 
settle out of suspension and be 
removed. 

Project complete. 
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Local government to 
construct improvements to 
provide rate control and 
stream bank stabilization 
north of Marie Ave in 
Interstate Valley Creek 
Watershed 

2017 
2011 to 

2020 

Some streambank stabilization 
projects have been constructed on 
the unnamed reaches of the 
Interstate Valley Creek headwaters.  
These have been constructed on an 
individual basis.  LMRWMO’s 
Landscaping for Clean Water program 
can help provide funding for 
landowner projects in coordination 
with the Dakota SWCD. 

A feasibility study for 
streambank 
stabilization and rate 
control options will 
be completed as part 
of the FY-2019 
Watershed Based 
Funding work plan.   

Local government to 
construct improvements to 
stabilize erosion-prone 
areas along the Mississippi 
River. 

2020 
2018 to 

2020 

In progress. Inver Grove Heights 
completed a feasibility study for 
Stormwater Facilities in Areas 
Tributary to the Mississippi River in 
2016 which identified 11 prioritized 
projects. The city/WMO is currently 
pursuing State and Met Council grant 
opportunities for implementation of 
these water quality and erosion 
stabilization projects. City of IGH was 
awarded a PSIG grant for the 78th and 
Concord project. City completed a 
feasibility study in 2018 for Dickman 
Trail outfall. Feasibility study 
completed in 2015 for the Cherokee 
Heights ravine and FY2018 grant 
awarded for ravine stabilization 
Lilydale Park area. Watershed-wide 
study not yet initiated.  

Continue to seek 
funding to 
implement those 
projects identified in 
the study. 

Local government to 
construct Lexington 
Avenue-Trunk Highway 13 
Drainage and Erosion 
Improvements. 

2015 
2015 to 

2016 

Feasibility study completed in 2010 
and identified cost share amounts for 
participating cities. Project 
implemented in 2015 with substantial 
completion in 2016. Received funding 
through 2016 Met Council 
stormwater program for sediment 
reduction improvements. 

Project complete.  

Local government to 
construct Seidls Pond/Lake 
lift station. 

2016 
2020 to 

2021 

Feasibility study was completed in 
2004. Applied and turned down for 
Clean Water Fund grant in 2014. 
Applied for a 2017 grant and received 
a, ENRTF grant for water quality 
project at Seidl’s Lake. 

Lift station design is 
complete and project 
is out to bid for 
planned construction 
in 2020 or 2021.  
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Local government to 
construct Dawn Way Storm 
Sewer Improvement Project 

2019 
2019 to 

2020 

Allowable flow cost apportionment 
was completed in 2008. Funds have 
been allocated in budgets by the 
participating cities. 

Finalize proposed 
approach for project 
implementation. 

Stormwater BMPs or 
education to improve 
stormwater management 
upstream of Rogers Lake 

2020 
2011 to 

2012 

WRAPS Study completed in 2014.  
Stormwater BMPs planned to be 
implemented in conjunction with 
development / redevelopment.  
Raingardens and sump manholes 
installed with reconstruction of 
Robert Trail. Door knocking education 
campaign completed by St. Thomas 
Academy students.  Educational 
material mailing campaign to 
watershed residents.  LMRWMO’s 
Landscaping for Clean Water program 
can help provide funding for projects 
and stormwater education within 
watershed going forward.  

Current development 
standards to drive 
water quality 
projects with future 
development. 
Continue LMRWMO’s 
Landscaping for 
Clean Water 
program. 

Ravine/bluff stabilization in 
Ivy Creek, Lilydale Park, 
and/or near Pickerel Lake 

2019 
2014 to 

2020 

In progress. Pickerel Lake was part of 
the 2014 WRAPS Study. Feasibility 
study initiated in 2014 and completed 
in 2015 in the Cherokee Heights 
portion of Lilydale Park near Pickerel 
Lake. Have received BWSR flood relief 
funds for repair of severely eroded 
“North Knob” area and Clean Water 
funds for  

Continue to seek 
funding and 
coordinate with City 
of St. Paul, Ramsey 
County, and BWSR 
on implementing 
improvements to 
Lilydale Park area.  
Much progress 
already made on 
stream sections.  

Phosphorus treatment in 
Sunfish Lake 

2017 
2017 to 

2019 

Part of the 2014 WRAPS Study. 
Awarded FY2016 CWF grant dollars 
for implementation. 

Project complete, 
finalize grant. 

Thompson Lake 
Stormwater/Sediment 
Improvement Project 

2016 
2017 to 

2019 

Separate Thompson Lake PAH 
contamination feasibility study 
completed in 2014.  Part of the 2014 
WRAPS Study. Awarded FY2016 CWF 
grant dollars for implementation. 

Implement Clean 
Water Fund grant 
work plan. 
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Phosphorus treatment in 
Augusta Lake 

2016 
2017 to 

2019 

Part of the 2014 WRAPS Study. 
Awarded FY2016 CWF grant dollars 
for implementation. 

Project complete, 
finalize grant. Will 
continue with lake 
study to identify 
further lake 
improvement 
activities. 

Cherokee Heights culvert 
analysis and erosion control 
improvement project 

2016 
2018 to 

2020 

Feasibility study completed in 2015 
for the upper Cherokee Heights 
ravine portion of Lilydale Park. 
Applied for but did not receive 
FY2016 and FY2017 CWF grant dollars 
for implementation. Received FY2018 
CWF grant dollars for ravine 
stabilization and stormwater 
improvements. 

Implement Clean 
Water Fund grant 
work plan. 

 
 
 
 
Table 2.   Implementation Status of Programs List from 2011 LMRWMO Watershed Management Plan 

Planned Actions or 
Activities 

Proposed 
Timeframe 

Actual 
Timeframe Accomplishments to Date Next Steps 

Address BWSR performance 
standards 

Every year Every year 
On-going implementation. PRAP 
Level II Review Completed in 2016. 

Continue to address 
on an annual basis. 

Transition to an all citizen 
Board 

TBD TBD 
All LMRWMO Board members are 
citizens.   

Completed. 

Revise JPA to reflect 3rd 
Generation Plan 

2011 2011 

JPA revised and approved by 
communities in 2012 - 3rd revision 
to change WMO boundary 
approved in 2014. 

Completed.  

Revise JPA to broaden 
membership of formal 
Technical Advisory 
Committee 

2011 2011 
JPA revised and approved by 
communities in 2012. 

Completed. 

Revise JPA to include a 
water quality cost allocation 
formula. 

2011 2011 

Cost share allocation formula was 
developed and approved in 2012; 
JPA revised and approved by 
communities in 2012. 

Completed. 
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Implement permanent 
Citizen Advisory Committee 
(CAC) 

Every year Every year 

Involved citizens are kept 
informed of LMRWMO activities 
via an email list, informed about 
pertinent LMRWMO programs and 
projects via email, and invited to 
LMRWMO events as necessary. 

None planned at this 
time. 

Maintain LMRWMO website 
to communicate water 
resource related 
information 

Every year Every year 

On-going implementation; all 
meeting agendas, materials, and 
minutes are posted regularly. 
Created water monitoring web 
page in 2016. 

Continue to update 
website with relevant 
information. 

WMO administration Every year Every year On-going. Continue as planned. 

WMO annual insurance 
premiums 

Every year Every year On-going. Continue as planned. 

WMO attorney and audit 
expenses 

Every year Every year On-going. Continue as planned. 

Publish annual WMO 
newsletter for public 
distribution 

Every year Every year 
Published on an annual basis and 
distributed to member Cities for 
public posting and distribution. 

Continue as planned. 

Review annual evaluation 
reports from member cities 

Every year Every year 
Cities may report activities at 
monthly LMRWMO meetings. 

Continue as planned. 

Review member City local 
plan updates for 
consistency with WMO Plan 

2012 & 2013 
2012 to 

2018 

3 of 7 cities have approved plans. 
Provided guidance to cities in 2016 
on timeline for approval with 
revised State statutes.  

Continue to review 
City local plans as 
updated. 

Develop water resource 
educational content  

Every year Every year 

Education opportunities annually 
available to residents through 
Landscaping for Clean Water 
classes and Metro Watershed 
Partners. Watershed education 
provided through FY16 CWF grant 
efforts in 2016-2018 as well as 
MWS program and continued 
implementation of the LMRWMO 
Education and Outreach Plan.  

Continue as planned. 

Coordinate/conduct non-
certification training for 
member city staff to 
address items in MS4 
permit 

2012 & 2017 - 

Member City representatives and 
topic experts regularly present to 
the LMRWMO Board on activities 
related to the MS4 permit.    

Continue informal 
presentations by 
member City staff on 
MS4 activities and 
requirements. 
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Participate in Landscaping 
for Clean Water Program 
(formerly Blue Thumb 
program) 

Every year Every year 

Provide yearly introduction and 
design courses to LMRWMO 
residents and have provided 
grants for 68 projects since 2011. 

Continue to 
participate/provide 
program to residents 
of the LMRWMO 

Assist member cities in 
addressing the South Metro 
Mississippi TMDL and other 
TMDLs as they are 
completed 

2012 to 2020 
2012 to 

2020 

LMRWMO member Cities and staff 
have been engaged with agency 
staff on both the South Metro 
Mississippi TMDL and the Upper 
Mississippi River Bacteria TMDL. 
LMRWMO Engineers have assisted 
in data transmittals, as requested. 

None planned at this 
time. Will continue 
involvement as 
requested. 

Develop annual water 
quality monitoring program 
for water bodies and 
outfalls to the Mississippi 
River 

2011 2012 
Annual evaluation of water 
monitoring is performed by the 
Board.  

Continue as planned.  

Implement water quality 
monitoring program to 
assess water bodies and 
outfalls to the Mississippi 
River 

2012 to 2020 
2012 to 

2020 

The LMRWMO has conducted or 
financially supported monitoring 
numerous lakes within the 
watershed since 2012, often 
through the CAMP. Outfall of 
Interstate Valley Creek monitored 
in 2019 and will be again in 2010. 

Continue as planned.  

Develop outreach program 
to assist member cities with 
MS4 permit renewal 

2012 - 
No activity to report. There has 
not been a need for this program. 

None planned at this 
time. 

Pursue locations to conduct 
wetland restoration for a 
wetland bank program 

2014 - 
No activity to report. There has 
not been a need for this program. 

None planned at this 
time. 

Conduct or facilitate joint 
certification training for 
member city staff on 
designing and inspecting 
erosion control plans and 
inspecting erosion control 
measures 

2013 and 
2018 

- 

There is no longer a need for this 
task. All cities in the WMO have 
staff that assures proper 
certifications through the MnDOT 
certification program. 

None planned at this 
time. 

Develop a pond and BMP 
maintenance program 

2012 - 
No activity to report.  New MS4 
permit requirements will drive this 
program.  

None planned at this 
time. 
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Assist member cities in 
pursuing grants available to 
watersheds 

Every year Every year 

On-going. Documents that track 
grant opportunities are presented 
to Board members at monthly 
meetings. The LMRWMO has 
assisted member cities in 
preparing and submitting grant 
applications in since 2012. 

Continue monthly 
tracking and assist 
member cities in 
pursuing grant 
opportunities.  

Monitoring of Pickerel Lake 
and/or inflows to Pickerel 
Lake 

2015 to 2020 2015 to 2020 
Monitoring done through CAMP 
program. Monitoring on Ivy Falls 
Creek in 2019 

Continue monitoring 
through CAMP 
program. 

 
 

 

Table 3.  Implementation Status of Studies List from 2011 LMRWMO Watershed Management Plan 

Planned Actions or 
Activities 

Proposed 
Timeframe 

Actual 
Timeframe Accomplishments to Date Next Steps 

Utilize MIDS, once complete, 
to determine effectiveness 
of existing BMPs throughout 
the WMO. 

2013 - No activity to report. 
None planned at this 
time. 

Complete feasibility study to 
address PAHs in Thompson 
Lake. 

2012 2013 to 2014 
Project initiated in 2013 and was 
completed in 2014. 

Completed. 

Complete feasibility study to 
investigate debris and 
floatables in Simley Lake. 

2012 - 
This study is no longer considered 
necessary. 

None planned at this 
time. 

Evaluate landlocked basins 
with flood concerns or 
future flood potential or on 
an as needed basis. 

2014 2014 to 2020 
This activity has and will continue 
to be pursued by individual Cities 
as needed. 

None planned at this 
time. 

Complete feasibility study to 
provide rate control and 
streambank stabilization 
north of Marie Ave. in 
Interstate Valley Creek 
Watershed. 

2013 2019 to 2020 
Some stabilization improvements 
have been completed. 

Included in Metro 
WBF work plan, 
feasibility study 
planned for 2019-
2020. 
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Investigate opportunities to 
implement access points to 
improve access to water 
resources (e.g. fishing pier, 
observation platform). 

2015 2015 to 2020 
Opportunities have been 
investigated at Rogers Lake. 

None planned at this 
time. Will investigate 
as opportunities 
arise. 

Evaluate DNR protected 
water bodies with known or 
potential problems and 
pursue shoreland 
restoration where needed. 

2014 to 2020 2014 to 2020 

Grants for shoreline restoration 
are available from the LMRWMO 
through the Landscaping for Clean 
Water Program. 

Continue providing 
shoreline restoration 
grants through 
Landscaping for 
Clean Water 
program. 

Work with ACOE to identify 
location/extent of erosion 
issues on Mississippi River. 

2013 - 
No activity to report. No funding 
available.  

None planned at this 
time. 

Monitor shoreland erosion 
around Golf Course pond 
and determine if remedial 
action is necessary. 

2012 2011 to 2012 

City of Inver Grove Heights worked 
with golf course staff to remediate 
shoreland erosion in 2009. No 
additional erosion problems have 
occurred at that site. Additionally, 
2011 and 2012 improvements 
were completed where the pond 
outlets near Babcock Trail to 
correct drainage and erosion 
issues. 

Completed. 

Verify the existing electronic 
and GIS boundary of the 
WMO matches the legal 
description from the JPA. 

2011 - 

No longer necessary. There is no 
legal description of boundary in 
JPA.  BWSR now allows GIS 
boundary to serve as legal 
boundary. 

None planned at this 
time. 

Establish stormwater 
volume reduction 
requirements. 

2013 - 

No activity to report.  New MS4 
permit requirements will drive this 
program and will be implemented 
by member cities. 

None planned at this 
time. 

Set aside funding for 4th 
Generation Watershed 
Management Plan. 

Every year Every year 
On-going. Currently $5,000 per 
year is set aside for this purpose. 

Continue as planned. 

Cherokee Heights culvert 
analysis and erosion control 
feasibility study 

2014 2015 Study completed in 2015.  Completed. 
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Feasibility Studies to 
evaluate ravine/bluff 
stabilization in Ivy Creek, 
Lilydale Park, and/or near 
Pickerel Lake 

2018 2015 
Studies performed by the City of 
St. Paul for Lilydale park erosion 
issues.  

None planned at this 
time. Could consider 
additional study at 
Ivy Creek.  

 
 
 
 
2019 Lake Monitoring Data 
The LMRWMO has conducted or supported monitoring numerous lakes within the watershed. Eight lakes within 
the LMRMWO were monitored through the Metropolitan Council’s Citizen Assisted Monitoring Program (CAMP) 
in 2019. Monitoring data, once available from the Metropolitan Council, will be posted on the LMRWMO 
monitoring web page.  

 
2019 Wetland Monitoring Data 
Some cities in the LMRWMO have been involved with Dakota County’s Wetland Health Evaluation Program 
(WHEP). WHEP uses citizen teams, led by a trained team leader, to collect plant and invertebrate samples from 
local wetlands to evaluate the health of the wetland. Over the years, participation by member cities has 
fluctuated due to the availability of funding and volunteers. In 2019, seven wetlands in the LMRWMO were 
monitored. A complete 2019 WHEP report is available at http://www.mnwhep.org   under ‘WHEP Reports and 
Data’. 

 
Status of Local Plan Adoption and Implementation 
All of the member cities have prepared local water management plans that conform to the 2011 LMRWMO Plan 
and have been formally approved by the LMRWMO.  Table 6 shows the compliance dates of the local plans.  
Updated requirements to MN Statutes 8410.0105, subdivision 9 and 8410.0160, subdivision 6 for the adoption 
of Local Water Management Plans will be followed by LMRWMO member Cities. 

Table 6.  Local Water Management Plan Status 

Member City LMRWMO Approval Date for Conformance 
with 2011 Watershed Plan 

LMRWMO Approval Date for 
conformance with 2001 Watershed Plan 

Inver Grove Heights December 2018 June 2008 
Lilydale October 2018 March 2008 
Mendota Heights July 2018 February 2006 
South St. Paul December 2018 January 2005 
St. Paul June 2018 September 2006 
Sunfish Lake November 2018 February 2009 
West St. Paul December 2018 September 2006 

 
 

http://www.dakotaswcd.org/watersheds/lowermisswmo/monitor.html
http://www.dakotaswcd.org/watersheds/lowermisswmo/monitor.html
http://www.mnwhep.org/
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Permits and Variances 
The LMRWMO does not have a permitting program.  The individual member cities provide permitting of projects 
for land use, construction stormwater management, post-construction stormwater management, floodplain 
management, and Wetland Conservation Act enforcement. 

 
 
Consultant Services Selection 
As required, every two years solicitations are made to retain legal services, auditor services, and engineering 
consulting services.  On June 12th, 2019, the LMRWMO Board retained services from the following consultants: 

Engineer:   Barr Engineering Co. 
Attorney:   Campbell Knutson, PA  
Auditor:   Peterson Company Ltd. 

 
 
 
Financial Statement and Audit 
The LMRWMO maintains two checking accounts and a savings account. A financial audit was performed 
covering the 2019 finances. The 2019 LMRWMO financial audit was finalized by the consultant and ready at the 
time the document was created. 
 
 
Wetland Banking 
The LMRWMO does not have a wetland banking program. 

 

Attachments 
• 2019 Board of Managers Contact List 
• 2019 Landscaping for Clean Water Summary 
• 2020 Adopted Budget 



Updated 12-31-19

City Name Address Phone/Email Apppointment Date
Sharon Lencowski 4000 E. 66th Street 651-451-6807 8/1/2013
(Member) Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076 s.lencowski@q.com

Vacant
(Alternate)

Tom Sutton 151 Stonebridge Rd. 612-961-2975 1/31/2017
(Member) Lilydale, MN   55118 tomsutton151@gmail.com

Lyle Hanzal 1101 Sibley Memorial Hwy. #612 651-503-5064 5/8/2017
(Alternate) Lilydale, MN   55118 lhanzal@aol.com

Mary Jeanne Schneeman 1278 Birch Court 651-457-4337 12/31/2011
(Member) Mendota Heights, MN 55118 mjdjsnow@comcast.net

Jill Smith 625 Hampshire Drive 651-688-7444 1/17/2012
(Alternate) Mendota Heights, MN 55120 jillsmith38@comcast.net

Karen Reid C/O Neda, 481 Wabasha St. S. 651-292-0131 5/3/2017
(Member) St. Paul, MN 55107 kreid@nedahome.org

Vacant
(Alternate)

Jim McClosky 603 14th Ave. N 651-404-3352 3/4/2019
(Member) South St. Paul, MN 55075 jemcclosk@gmail.com

John Ross 115 W Douglas St. 651-451-3129 3/4/2019
(Alternate) South St. Paul, MN 55075 johnpeterross@msn.com

Patti O'Leary 10 Windy Hill Rd. 651-238-0905 8/7/2018
(Member) Sunfish Lake, MN 55077 poleary10@yahoo.com

Jim Stowell 389 Salem Church Rd 3/5/2019
(Alternate) Sunfish Lake, MN 55118 jcstowel@yahoo.com

Sheila Vanney 464 Deer Run Trail 651-485-1229 9/24/2018
(Member) West St. Paul, MN 55118 vanney@hotmail.com

Vacant
(Alternate)

South St. 
Paul

Sunfish Lake

West St. 
Paul

                                     LMRWMO Board of Managers

Inver Grove 
Heights

Lilydale

Mendota 
Heights

Saint Paul

mailto:s.lencowski@q.com
mailto:tomsutton151@gmail.com
mailto:jemcclosk@gmail.com
mailto:johnpeterross@msn.com
mailto:jcstowel@yahoo.com
mailto:vanney@hotmail.com
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LAYOUT FINAL PROJECT MIDPOINT 

“Don’t let limited knowledge of  

gardening and plants stop you!  

The staff was so helpful, that even 

someone with very little experience 

with gardening or planting can  

create a beautiful garden!“       

                              - 2019 Participant 

2019 BY THE NUMBERS  

103 

424 
209 

77 

100% 
91% 

500th  
Landscaping for Clean 

Water Project Installed! 

“It is awesome. Please keep spreading the word about the 
benefits of planting native plants. Your grant money is going 
towards a worthy cause. Thanks for this program.” 

                                                                         -2019 Participant 

 

2019 FINANCIAL   
CONTRIBUTORS  
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Dakota County 

2014 Blue Thumb Initiative 

PROJECT FACTSHEET 

2014 Financial 

Contributors:  

 

 

Completed: 

July—November 

2014 

The Blue Thumb Program engages and  

teaches residential landowners how they  

can improve water quality in their  

communities by “planting for clean water.” 

2014 Program Summary: 

XXX Dakota County residents participated in the Blue Thumb Planting for Clean  

Water Introductory Workshops. 

Xxx people designed xxx projects during the Design Courses. 

Xxx grand applications were received and xxx were approved. 

Xxx raingarden, shoreline, and native garden projects were installed. 

XX Projects Installed

XX Design Courses XX Introductory Workshops 

XX Projects Layouts
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2019 PARTNERS  

 Cities 
• Apple Valley
• Burnsville
• Eagan
• Inver Grove Heights
• Lakeville
• Mendota Heights
• Rosemount
• South St. Paul 

Dakota County 

Minnesota Zoo 

 Special Thank You 
• Master Gardeners of

Dakota County
• Master Water Stewards

Apple Valley 
Intro workshop participants 63 
Projects designed in class 41 
Installed raingardens 4 
Installed native gardens  6 

Burnsville 
Intro workshop participants 90 
Projects designed in class 57 
Installed raingardens 15 
Installed native gardens  4 
Installed shoreline planting 1 

Eagan 
Intro workshop participants 80 
Projects designed in class 47 
Installed raingardens 9 
Installed native gardens  1 

Farmington 
Intro workshop participants 5 
Projects designed in class 5 
Installed raingardens 2 
Installed native gardens  1 

Hastings 
Intro workshop participants 12 
Projects designed in class 6 
Installed raingardens 1 
Installed native gardens  1 

Inver Grove Heights 
Intro workshop participants 21 
Projects designed in class 11 
Installed raingardens  4 
Installed native gardens  2 

Lakeville 
Intro workshop participants 47 
Projects designed in class 32 
Installed raingardens 5 
Installed native gardens  1 

Mendota Heights 
Intro workshop participants 33 
Projects designed in class 19 
Installed raingardens 2 
Installed native gardens  4 

Rosemount 
Intro workshop participants 21 
Projects designed in class 11 
Installed raingardens 3 
Installed native gardens  1 

South Saint Paul 
Intro workshop participants 16 
Projects designed in class 9 
Installed raingardens 3 

West Saint Paul 
Intro workshop participants 19 
Projects designed in class 11 
Installed raingardens 4 
Installed native gardens  1 

Also Installed in Dakota County 
Raingarden - Greenvale  Twp. 1 
Native garden - Randolph 1 

THIRTEEN YEARS OF 
CLEAN WATER 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Workshop Participants        
2007-2019  4,618 

Projects Completed     
2007-2019            575 

Below is a summary of the 2019 participants by City. 



Rooted in WateR Quality impRovement
tRee tRenches stop pollutants fRom enteRing seidls lake

  The innovative underground storage 
system collects and treats the most polluted 
first flush of stormwater. That water is 
diverted to the underground pipe gallery 
system where sediment and debris are 
captured. The system then provides water 
directly where it is needed by the trees 

t h r o u g h 
c a p i l l a r y 
a c t i o n , 
when the 
pipe gallery 
and sand is 
s a t u r a t e d 
with the 
stormwater, 
it travels 
upwards to 
the tree roots 

which need it. Additional benefits include 
native habitat for songbirds, pollinator 
habitat, shade for park users, and usable 
park space above the system. 
   The project is one of several planned by 
the City of South St. Paul, Inver Grove 
Heights, and the LMRMWO to improve the 
water quality of Seidls Lake.
 

Become a 
citizen WateR 

Quality monitoR!
Help us gather the vital data to inform 
our lake and stream management deci-
sions and ensure the lasting health of 
the LMRWMO lakes and streams.
      Monitoring typically involves    
Secchi disk measurements to track the 
water  transparency as well as measure-
ments of phosphorus and   chlorophyll 
in a lake. These indicate how excess 
nutrients in the lake are causing algae 
growth and making lakes unusable.
      If you would like to learn how to 
become a water monitor, contact the  
LMRWMO Administrator below:

(651) 480-7777
joe.barten@co.dakota.mn.us

newsletter2020

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION FACTS:  

  WMOs are funded by the cities within their jurisdiction.
    WMOs are governed by a citizen board appointed by the member cities.

    The WMO was formed in 1985 after the Metro Surface Water Mgmt. Act was passed. Using a Secchi disk to measure water clarity 

LMRWMO MISSION: Water resources and related ecosystems are managed to sustain their 
long-term health and  integrity through member city collaboration and partnerships with other 

water management organizations with member city citizen support and participation. 

Schematic drawing of underground system showing underground pipe gallery

    The LMRWMO partnered with the 
City of South St. Paul on the installation 
of an underground stormwater treatment 
and storage tree trench system. The 
project leveraged $157,000 in City 
funding to obtain $150,000 in strormwater 
improvement grant funds from the 
M e t r o p o l i t a n 
Council. The 
L M R W M O 
obtained the 
grant and the 
City managed 
the project 
installation.
 The underground 
s y s t e m 
captures and 
filters polluted 
stormwater from a 27-acre watershed to the 
north. The underground tree trench prevents 
almost 10 lbs of phosphorus and over 3,700 
lbs of sediment from reaching Seidls Lake. 
This helps to improve the water quality of 
the lake long term, reducing the likelihood 
of algae blooms, and annually recharging 
groundwater with nearly six Olympic-sized 
swimming pools worth of stormwater.



Sharon Lencowski (Chair) - Inver Grove Heights
Karen Reid (Vice Chair) - Saint Paul
Mary Jeanne Schneeman (Sec/Tres) - Mendota Heights
Jill Smith (Alternate) - Mendota Heights

    The LMRWMO Board of Managers is 
made up of citizen appointees who set the 
budget and direction of the organization. 
Contact us if you’d like to fill a Board 
vacancy for one of the highlighted Cities 
below. 

• Inver Grove Heights
• Lilydale
• Mendota Heights
• Sunfish Lake
• South St. Paul
• St. Paul
• West St. Paul

aBout the WateRshed
The Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organziation, located in    
northern Dakota County and southern Ramsey County, covers 55.8 square miles and 
includes Inver Grove Heights, St. Paul, South St. Paul, West St. Paul, Lilydale, 
Mendota Heights, and Sunfish Lake. The LMRWMO was established by a Joint 
Powers Agreement to meet the requirements of the Metropolitan Surface Water 
Management Act of 1982. 

The premise of the Surface Water Management Act is that rain and storm-
water runoff are not contained within municipal boundaries. Rain that falls in 
one community may run through another causing flooding, erosion, or the degra-
dation of water quality downstream. The LMRWMO addresses intercommunity 
stormwater issues and ensures that all stormwater projects and studies follow 
accepted engineering standards. The costs incurred  are allocated proportionately 
to member cities. Other efforts of the LMRWMO include protection of surface 
waters, water monitoring, and public education. 

The public is welcome to attend LMRWMO board meetings held on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 3:00 p.m, located at the member city halls. 
For upcoming meeting information, contact your Board of Managers representa-
tive or visit: 

www.dakotaswcd.org/watersheds/lowermisswmo//agendas.html

    The LMRWMO is funded by member 
City dues based on land area and property 
value. Grant assistance is also provided 
through partnership entities to fulfill the 
mission of the LMRWMO. See below for 
more information.

Tom Sutton (Member) - Lilydale
Lyle Hanzal (Alternate) - Lilydale
Patti	O’Leary	(Member)	-	Sunfish	Lake

Jim	Stowell	(Alternate)	-	Sunfish	Lake
Sheila Vanney (Member) - West St. Paul
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Administrator - Joe Barten (651) 480-7777

landscaping foR clean WateR goes digital
online design couRses & $250 gRants availaBle

The Landscaping for Clean Water program makes it easy for residents of the              
LMRWMO to turn their yards into an attractive force for clean water. Each of us has 
the opportunity to create a landscape on our property which will benefit our lakes, 
streams, and wetlands by soaking water into the ground, providing pollinator habitat, 
and stabilizing eroded slopes and shorelines. The introduction and design classes are 
now being offered online, to give you the tools and knowledge to transform your yard 
for the better. Register today to get access to the online materials as well as online 
one-on-one office hours for personal, professional design assistance for your native 
gardens, raingardens, or native shoreline planting project.  

The program provides an overview 
of water quality challenges and provides         
beautiful and practical ways to transform 
conventional urban yards into beneficial land-
scapes. You will also learn about $250 grants 
available to participants. After the introduc-
tory video, you can sign up for a $25 online 
design workshop where you will receive ad-
ditional resources, including a Blue Thumb 
Guide to Raingardens book worth $20, and 

professional assistance designing a project for your property. Workshops are being 
offered online now! Register online or call for more information: (651) 480-7777 or 
visit:  www.dakotacountyswcd.org

did you knoW?
 

2020 Budget

Revenue

expendituRes

The LMRWMO Board of Managers is comprised of up to two appointed representatives from each member city, listed below
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