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Board of Managers Meeting Agenda 
 

 
Wednesday - October 12th, 2022 - 3:00 p.m. 

West St. Paul City Hall 
Council Chambers 

1616 Humboldt Ave. West St. Paul, 55118 
 

 

1. Call Meeting to Order 
1.1  Public Comment / Introductions 
Audience members may address the Board regarding items not on the agenda. Please limit to three minutes. 
1.2  Identification of Voting Board Members 

1.3  Approval of Agenda* (Additions/Corrections/Deletions)        Action 

2. Approve September 14th, 2022 Meeting Minutes - Chair*                                  Action 

3. Approve October 12th, 2022 Financial Summary & Invoices - Treasurer*               Action 

4. Review Year-End Budget Projection - SWCD*                    Information 

5. Discuss 2023 Participation in MN Water Stewards Program - SWCD*            Discussion/Action 

6. Discuss Draft 2023 Budget and Member Dues - SWCD*                        Discussion/Action 

7. Discuss Draft 2023 SWCD/LMRWMO Agreement for Services - SWCD*                    Discussion/Action 

8. Watershed Management Plan Update 
8.1   Plan Update Status & Recap of Activities Since Last Board Meeting - Barr         Information 
8.2   Review Responses to Agency Plan Comments - Barr*             Discussion/Action 

9. Updates & Handouts 
9.1   Grant Project Updates - SWCD*                            Information 

10. Other Member City Updates 

11. Next Meeting 
11.1   November 9, 2022 – West St. Paul City Hall         
11.2   Upcoming Agenda Items – Plan Update Public Hearing and Response to Comments 
11.3   Current Action Items 

12. Adjourn 
* Materials included in full packet 

** Materials available separately on website: 
https://lmrwmo.org/about-us/meeting-information/  

 

https://lmrwmo.org/about-us/meeting-information/
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LMRWMO ADMINISTRATOR 4100 220TH ST. WEST SUITE 102 
C/O DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT         FARMINGTON, MN 55024 

Board of Managers Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday - September 14th, 2022 - 3:00 p.m. 

Villa Del Sol, Saint Paul 

Managers and Alternates in Attendance:  
Sharon Lencowski (Chair), Inver Grove Heights Karen Reid (Vice Chair), Saint Paul 
Mary Jeanne Scheeman, Mendota Heights Jill Smith, Mendota Heights  
Dawn Gaetke, Inver Grove Heights Julie Eastman, West St. Paul 
Daniel Anderson, South St. Paul  Tom Sutton, Lilydale  
Shannon Nelson, Sunfish Lake 

Advisors and Others in Attendance: 
Ryan Ruzek, Mendota Heights  Pat Murphy, Saint Paul  
Cody Joos, West St. Paul Greg Williams, Barr Engineering  
Joel Jamnik, Campbell Knutson  Joe Barten, Dakota County SWCD 

1. Call Meeting to Order
1.1  Public Comment / Introductions
Audience members may address the Board regarding items not on the agenda.
1.2  Approval of Agenda* (Additions/Corrections/Deletions)

Motion by Eastman to approve the agenda, second by Reid; motion passed.

2. Approve August 10th, 2022 Meeting Minutes

Motion by Schneeman to approve the previous meeting minutes, second by Sutton; motion passed.

3. Approve September 14th, 2022 Financial Summary & Invoices

Ruzek provided a summary of the financial information.

Motion by Eastman to approve the financial summary, second by Sutton; motion passed.

4. Review and Finalize Proposed Updates to LMRWMO Joint Powers Agreement

The Board reviewed the edits suggested by the Administrator and WMO legal counsel for the LMRWMO
joint powers agreement. Jamnik recommended waiting to change any language regarding voting with the
need to re-establish the WMO agreement by January, noting that issue could be revisited in the future if

2.0  September 14, 2022 DRAFT Meeting Minutes
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LMRWMO ADMINISTRATOR 4100 220TH ST. WEST SUITE 102 
C/O DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT         FARMINGTON, MN 55024 

necessary. Barten added that the voting requirements have not caused issues in the past and could 
therefore be left as-is. The Board could consider updating the allowable flow calculations and digitizing the 
exhibits at that time as well. Barten requested authorization to submit the agreement to the member Cities 
for final legal review and pending approval of minor changes by the administrator and legal counsel, submit 
a final version to the Member Cities for execution. 

Motion by Nelson to authorize the Administrator and LMRWMO legal counsel to finalize the agreement 
with minor edits as requested by Cities and submit a final version to the member Cities for execution, 
second by Sutton; motion passed. 

5. Authorize Execution of Seidls Lake Shoreline Restoration Joint Powers Agreement with the LMRWMO,
South St. Paul, and Inver Grove Heights

Motion by Reid to authorize the Administrator and LMRWMO legal counsel to finalize the Seidls Lake
Shoreline Restoration agreement with minor edits as requested by Cities and submit a final version to the
two member Cities for execution, second by Anderson; motion passed.

6. Review Performance Standards Summary Memo from Barr Engineering

Williams summarized the information in the packet and explained the information in the memorandum as
it relates to different levels of stormwater regulation. The memo will be finalized and posted on the 
LMRWMO website for public use and distributed to Member Cities. 

7. Updates & Handouts

Barten noted that a draft of the Illicit Discharge video, which is in part funded by the LMRWMO, has been
created and the final video should be ready in November.

8. Other Member City Updates

Member City staff provided updates on current or upcoming projects. 

9. Agenda Items for Next Meeting

• Draft LRMWMO/SWCD 2023 Work Plan
• Financial Update
• Review Watershed Plan Comments
• The next Board meeting is scheduled for October 12th at the West St. Paul City Hall

10. Meeting adjourned at 4:15 pm



3.0  October 12, 2022 Financial Summary & Invoices























































Revenue  Budget Dec 9, 2021 - 
Jan 12, 2022

Jan 13 - Feb 9 
2022

Feb 10 - Mar 9 
2022

Mar 10 - April 13 
2022

April 14 - May 
11 2022 

May 12 - June 8 
2022

June 9 - July 13 
2022

July 14 - Aug 10 
2022

Aug 11 - Sept 14 
2022

Sept 15 - Oct 12 
2022 2022 Total Variance Percent 

Received
Dues from Members $115,735.00 $62,116.27 $53,619.29 $115,735.56 ($0.56) 100%
Interest $600.00 $33.70 $33.56 $30.16 $39.24 $34.16 $30.75 $57.32 $47.54 $79.40 $72.21 $458.04 $141.96 76%
LMCIT Rebate $500.00 $920.00 $920.00 ($420.00) 184%
Combined Grant Income $131,975.00 $0.00 $131,975.00 0%

Subtotal Operating Revenue $248,810.00 $953.70 $33.56 $30.16 $62,155.51 $53,653.45 $30.75 $57.32 $47.54 $79.40 $72.21 $117,113.60

Grant Income $131,975.00

Expenses Budget Dec 9, 2021 - 
Jan 12, 2022

Jan 13 - Feb 9 
2022

Feb 10 - Mar 9 
2022

Mar 10 - April 13 
2022

April 14 - May 
11 2022 

May 12 - June 8 
2022

June 9 - July 13 
2022

July 14 - Aug 10 
2022

Aug 11 - Sept 14 
2022

Sept 15 - Oct 12 
2022 2022 Total Remaining 

Budget
Percent 

Expended
Engineering/Technical Assistance

Technical Assistance $5,500.00 $156.00 $411.00 $697.50 $110.50 $53.00 $217.50 $269.50 $1,696.00 $102.50 $3,713.50 $6,000.00 68%
Meetings $6,000.00 $300.00 $750.00 $341.00 $542.50 $544.50 $790.50 $387.50 $1,481.00 $697.50 $5,834.50 $6,500.00 97%
Watershed Plan Amendment $40,000.00 $1,845.00 $1,038.00 $1,362.50 $3,706.00 $6,913.50 $3,996.50 $6,441.00 $6,411.00 $3,252.20 $34,965.70 $5,034.30 87%

Project Planning/Implementation
Plan Implementation $5,000.00 $0.00 $5,000.00 0%
Landscaping for Clean Water Projects $12,000.00 $4,500.00 $750.00 $5,250.00 $6,750.00 44%
Water Monitoring4 $22,000.00 $2,660.00 $2,115.75 $935.00 $1,827.50 $7,538.25 $14,461.75 34%
Ramsey County Subwatershed Analysis2 $4,250.00 $0.00 $4,250.00 0%
Grant Matching Funds $4,640.00 $3,040.00 $3,040.00 $1,600.00 66%

Education
Landscaping for Clean Water Workshops $6,400.00 $3,400.00 $3,400.00 $3,000.00 53%
MN Water Stewards Program $10,000.00 $120.00 $600.00 $892.50 $1,612.50 $8,387.50 16%
Storwater Signage Program $2,500.00 $0.00 $2,500.00 0%
WMO Tabling/Event Materials $500.00 $0.00 $500.00 0%
General Education Requests $2,000.00 $1,912.50 $1,147.50 $3,060.00 ($1,060.00) 153%
Metro Watershed Partners $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $0.00 100%
Website Update / Maintenance3 $4,000.00 $1,380.00 $5,305.00 $382.50 $7,067.50 ($3,067.50) 177%
Board Education $500.00 $0.00 $500.00 0%

Administration
General Administration $36,000.00 $2.00 $5,252.00 $2.00 $61.83 $7,999.50 $4.00 $6,382.50 $4.00 $2.00 $19,709.83 $16,290.17 55%
Insurance $2,500.00 $2,473.00 $2,473.00 $27.00 99%
Attorney and Audit $5,000.00 $204.00 $554.40 $360.20 $4,151.00 $1,030.40 $6,300.00 ($1,300.00) 126%

Subtotal Operating Expenses $169,790.00 $4,963.00 $16,566.75 $3,003.00 $4,624.83 $27,595.50 $5,558.90 $4.00 $21,348.20 $16,216.00 $5,084.60 $104,964.78 $75,373.22 62%

Subtotal Grant Expenses $198,324.00 $5,985.63 $4,395.83 $0.00 $0.00 $10,940.50 $3,846.29 $3,865.00 $17,563.94 $14,520.48 $28,721.09 $89,838.76 $138,246.44 45%

$263,000.97 $242,071.95 $239,099.11 $296,629.79 $311,747.24 $302,372.80 $298,561.12 $259,696.52 $229,039.44 $195,305.96

$112,870.37 $108,474.54 $108,474.54 $108,474.54 $97,534.04 $93,687.75 $89,822.75 $72,258.81 $57,738.33 $29,017.24

$150,130.60 $133,597.41 $130,624.57 $188,155.25 $214,213.20 $208,685.05 $208,738.37 $187,437.71 $171,301.11 $166,288.72

$140,130.60 $123,597.41 $120,624.57 $178,155.25 $204,213.20 $198,685.05 $198,738.37 $177,437.71 $161,301.11 $156,288.72

Carryover Fund Balance from Dec. 8, 2021 $267,010.27
Anticipated use of Fund Balance in 2022 $39,955.00

2022 Budget Notes:

Checks for $85 and $211.40 never received by Campbell Knutson, paying with Oct 12, 2022 bill

 2.  Is carryover from November 2020 approved expediture. Budget amended on 3-9-22 due to omission from original 2022 budget.
 3.  Is carryover from May 2020 approved expenditure. Amended on 3-9-22 due to omission from original 2022 budget.
 4.  Board approved additional $13,000 towards Lake Augusta monitoring in 2022 on 3-9-22.

LMRWMO 2022 Budget & Financial Summary

 General:  Budget is an estimate and will vary depending on changing priorities and grant project progress. 

2022 Monthly Revenue

2022 Monthly Expenses

Overall Fund Balance

Total Grant Balance

 1.  $10,000 set aside in 2022 for 2033 Watershed Plan Update, will add $5,000 annually to encumbered amount.

LMRWMO Operating Fund Balance

Unencumbered Operating Fund Balance1



LMRWMO 2022 Grant Budget & Financial Summary

 Budget
Accumulated 

Prior to Dec 9, 
2021

Dec 9, 2021 - 
Jan 12, 2022

Jan 13 - Feb 9 
2022

Feb 10 - Mar 9 
2022

Mar 10 - April 13 
2022

April 14 - May 11 
2022 

May 12 - June 8 
2022

June 9 - July 13 
2022

July 14 - Aug 10 
2022

Aug 11 - Sept 14 
2022

Sept 15 - Oct 12 
2022 Total Variance

Percent 
Received/ 
Expended

BWSR - FY 2019 Watershed Based Implementation Funding
Revenue

BWSR FY-2019 WBIF Payment $144,670.00 $72,335.00 $72,335.00 $72,335.00 50%
WBIF Matching Funds $59,640.00 $0.00 $59,640.00 0%

Total Revenue $204,310.00 $72,335.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $72,335.00 $131,975.00 35%

Expenses
Grant Administration $8,000.00 $497.43 $2,080.00 $567.00 $3,144.43 $4,855.57 39%
Education Program Implementation $36,000.00 $1,899.87 $492.64 $2,684.00 $2,360.00 $3,865.00 $2,116.14 $6,816.14 $20,233.79 $15,766.21 56%
Education Program Project Dev. $4,670.00 $913.75 $3,258.97 $2,713.50 $6,886.22 ($2,216.22) 147%
Education Program Project Dev. Match (WMO) $4,640.00 $3,040.00 $3,040.00 $1,600.00 66%
Interstate Valley Creek Project Dev. $4,000.00 $339.96 $2,972.00 $2,551.50 $5,863.46 ($1,863.46) 147%
Interstate Valley Creek Study $44,000.00 $2,514.75 $12,840.50 $15,355.25 $28,644.75 35%
Interstate Valley Creek Study Match $25,000.00 $0.00 $25,000.00 0%
Lake Augusta Project Development $4,000.00 $2,334.62 $644.22 $3,050.00 $324.00 $6,352.84 ($2,352.84) 159%
Lake Augusta Study $44,000.00 $154.50 $1,486.29 $11,407.94 $9,889.59 $9,064.45 $32,002.77 $11,997.23 73%
Lake Augusta Study Match $30,000.00 $0.00 $30,000.00 0%

Total Expenses $204,310.00 $5,985.63 $0.00 $4,395.83 $0.00 $0.00 $13,980.50 $3,846.29 $3,865.00 $17,563.94 $14,520.48 $28,721.09 $92,878.76 $111,431.24 45%
FY-19 WBIF Balance $66,349.37 $66,349.37 $61,953.54 $61,953.54 $61,953.54 $47,973.04 $44,126.75 $40,261.75 $22,697.81 $8,177.33 -$20,543.76 -$20,543.76

BWSR - FY 2021 Watershed Based Implementation Funding
Revenue

BWSR FY-2021 WBIF Payment $93,042.00 $46,521.00 $46,521.00 $46,521.00 50%
WBIF Matching Funds $9,304.00 $0.00 $9,304.00 0%

Total Revenue $102,346.00 $46,521.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $46,521.00 $55,825.00 45%

Expenses
Grant Administration $10,042.00 $0.00 $10,042.00 0%
Erosion & Direct Drainage Study $71,000.00 $0.00 $71,000.00 0%
Erosion & Direct Drainage Study Match (WMO) $9,304.00 $0.00 $9,304.00 0%
Project Development $12,000.00 $0.00 $12,000.00 0%

Total Expenses $102,346.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $102,346.00 0%
FY-21 WBIF Balance $46,521.00 $46,521.00 $46,521.00 $46,521.00 $46,521.00 $46,521.00 $46,521.00 $46,521.00 $46,521.00 $46,521.00 $46,521.00 $46,521.00

MN DNR - Seidls Lake Shoreline LCCMR Grant
Revenue

Grant Reimbursement Payments $382,000.00 $0.00 $382,000.00 0%
Matching funds $75,000.00 $0.00 $75,000.00 0%

Total Revenue $457,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $457,000.00 0%

Expenses
Grant Administration/Project Mgmt $26,000.00 $0.00 $26,000.00 0%
Construction $356,000.00 $0.00 $356,000.00 0%
Engineering - Construction Docs $37,500.00 $0.00 $37,500.00 0%
Engineering - Const. Mgmt, Permits, Bids $37,500.00

Total Expenses $457,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $419,500.00 0%
Seidls Lake Shoreline Balance $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

 Budget Accumulated 
Prior Years

Dec 9, 2021 - 
Jan 12, 2022

Jan 13 - Feb 9 
2022

Feb 10 - Mar 9 
2022

Mar 10 - April 13 
2022

April 14 - May 11 
2022 

May 12 - June 8 
2022

June 9 - July 13 
2022

July 14 - Aug 10 
2022

Aug 11 - Sept 14 
2022

Sept 15 - Oct 12 
2022 Total Variance

Percent 
Received/ 
Expended

TOTAL GRANT FUNDS RECEIVED $763,656.00 $118,856.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $118,856.00 $644,800.00 16%
PASS THROUGH MATCH  RECEIVED $130,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $143,944.00 0%

LMRWMO MATCH PROVIDED $13,944.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,040.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,040.00 $644,800.00 22%

GRANT EXPENSES (MINUS WMO MATCH) $749,712.00 $5,985.63 $0.00 $4,395.83 $0.00 $0.00 $10,940.50 $3,846.29 $3,865.00 $17,563.94 $14,520.48 $28,721.09 $92,878.76 $656,833.24 12%
PASS THROUGH MATCH EXPENSES $130,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,040.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,040.00 $126,960.00 2%

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 -$3,040.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
$112,870.37 $112,870.37 $108,474.54 $108,474.54 $108,474.54 $97,534.04 $93,687.75 $89,822.75 $72,258.81 $57,738.33 $29,017.24 $25,977.24NET FUND BALANCE (MINUS WMO MATCH)

NET PASS THROUGH MATCH FUND BALANCE



C/O DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
4100 220TH ST. WEST SUITE 102 

FARMINGTON, MN 55024 

MEMORANDUM 

To: LMRWMO Board of Managers  

From: Joe Barten, Dakota County SWCD 

Subject: Year-End Budget Projection 

Date: October 7, 2022 

Background: 

The 2022 budget for the LMRWMO as shown on the financial summary was approved at the October 
13th, 2021 meeting of the Board of Managers. The LMRWMO financial policy states that the Board 
seeks to maintain at least a 40% annual operating budget in cash reserves.  

The 2022 annual operating budget is approximately $170,000, which is unusually high, with nearly 
$50,000 in expenses towards the Watershed Plan update, which only happens every 10 years. As of 
October 7, 2022, the LMRWMO has an overall fund balance of $195,000 and an operating fund 
balance of $166,000. A portion of those funds, $10,000, are set aside for the next generation 
LMRWMO Watershed Plan update in 2031 and some dedicated to current grant projects. This 
provides an unencumbered fund balance (cash reserve balance) of $156,000. 

Budget considerations for the remainder of 2022 include: 

Revenue: 
All membership dues have been received for the calendar year. No additional revenue is 
expected. Grant reimbursement revenue is expected in early 2023.  

Operating Expenses: 
Approximately $50,000 of estimated operating expenses remain for the calendar year. These 
include engineering, watershed plan amendment, water monitoring, administration, project, 
and education expenses.  

The LMRWMO is expected to have savings in the sign creation, Water Stewards program, and 
administration line items. Budget overages are anticipated in legal, website, and education 
categories, due to the following factors: 

• Legal assistance was needed on the Joint Powers Agreement updates and for multiple
agreements.

4.0  Year-end Budget Projection



• Costs associated with development of the new LMRWMO website that were carryover costs
not billed until 2022 and not in original 2022 budget.

• Additional time allocated to developing a shoreline restoration presentation for Mendota
Heights residents, approved by the LMRWMO Board in 2022 but not in original budget.

Grant Expenses: 
Approximately $100,000 of estimated grant expenses remain for the calendar year. These are 
for not yet billed work from Q3 and Q4 towards projects that are almost entirely funded by the 
Fiscal Year 2019 Watershed Based Implementation Funding grant. There are 4 separate projects 
with 5 different consultants providing billing hours yet in 2022. All of these projects are on 
schedule to be completed in 2022. These projects are described in more detail via a separate 
memorandum for the October 12th, 2022 Board meeting.  

Summary: 
With anticipated overages in some budget categories, unbudgeted additional expenses, and 
savings in other categories, the total LMRWMO expenses for 2022 are anticipated to be 
approximately $10,000 under the overall budgeted amount. 

Upon review of the LMRWMO’s overall finances, there appears to be sufficient cash reserves on 
hand going into 2023. However, the expenses from these grant projects will deplete the overall 
fund balance to approx. $35,000 for a short time in early 2023 (which is below the 40% financial 
policy amount) until grant reimbursement is received from the City of Mendota Heights and the 
State of MN in early 2023. 

 Under a conservative estimate and barring any unexpected or significant expense, it is likely the 
cash reserves at the end of 2022/start of 2023 will be as follows:  

$195,000 
 -$110,000 

 -$50,000 

  $35,000 

Current fund balance as of 10-12-22: 
Anticipated year end grant expenditures through 1-11-23: 
Anticipated year end operating expenditures through 1-11-23: 

Year End (1-11-23) Fund Balance Projection:   

Anticipated Grant Reimbursements in Q-1 of 2023: $127,000 

I recommend exploring if Mendota Heights can be billed directly for their approx. $55,000 in 
matching funds, vs. the LMRWMO paying the consultant up front and later asking for 
reimbursement, to alleviate the depletion of WMO funds. The LMRWMO could also send 
Member Dues invoices slightly earlier than usual to help alleviate the interim low fund balance. 

Attached:  None 

Board Action Requested:  Discuss year-end budget projection and preferred steps 
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Barten, Joe

From: Alex Van Loh <avanloh@freshwater.org>
Sent: Wednesday, September 21, 2022 10:24 AM
To: lschwantes@capitolregionwd.org; christina.schmitt@hennepin.us; Barten, Joe; AMoore@mwmo.org; 

ksommerfeld@ricecreek.org; shatzenbihler@rochestermn.gov; EMahon@rpbcwd.org; 
sage.passi@rwmwd.org; nick.voss@vlawmo.org; Moore-Kutz, Brita

Cc: Kris Meyer
Subject: Minnesota Water Stewards Recruiting Materials (2023)

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 

Hi MWS Partners, 

Fall is beginning and recruiting season is upon us! We have scheduled information sessions over the next couple months 
and the new program year officially starts Tuesday, January 10, 2023 with our Kickoff Workshop. Below are links to 
recruiting materials and important pages.  

Please let me know how many Stewards you plan to sponsor this year. This number doesn’t have to be completely firm 
yet, but give us your best estimate/hope. Tuition remains $1,500 per Steward. If you plan to sponsor artists, please also 
let me know that number. If you have not sponsored artists in the past, but are considering it this year, let me know and 
we can chat about what that entails. 

I will forward applications to you as they come in and you can set up phone calls/interviews with the candidates before 
you make your selections. Final cohort rosters will be due in December. 

 Shared recruiting folder with flyers, logos, ad for newspapers/social media, and informational handouts. Please
feel free to add photos and materials others might find helpful!

 Info session registration page
 Program training schedule page
 Application
 Art for Water page and application

Let me know if you have any questions or comments. I’m looking forward to seeing you on Tuesday, October 11 at the 
Confluence celebration. Please encourage your stewards to attend (RSVP here) and share project updates – especially 
the graduating group!  

Cheers, 
Alex 

Alex Van Loh (he/him) 

5.0  2023 MN Water Stewards Program
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Education and Program Coordinator 
Freshwater 
2550 University Ave. W Ste. 212N | St. Paul, MN 55114 
avanloh@freshwater.org 
 

Inspiring and empowering people to value and conserve our freshwater resources.  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, read our Blog and keep updated on your water news and events. 
 



LMRWMO Proposed 2023 Budget & Historical Budgets (WMO Funded Operations Only, Grants Excluded)

ESTIMATED REVENUES AND ASSETS 2018 Budget 2019 Budget 2020 Budget 2021 Budget 2022 Budget 2022 Estimated 
Actual

2023 Budget 5% 
Increase

2023 Budget 10% 
Increase

Dues from Members $88,046 $94,209 $110,224 $110,224 $115,735 $115,735 $121,500 $127,300
Interest $450 $500 $500 $600 $600 $600 $600 $600
Other/Grant Match $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
LMCIT Rebate $1,000 $500 $500 $200 $200 $200 $250 $250

TOTAL $89,496 $95,209 $111,224 $111,024 $116,535 $116,535 $122,350 $128,150

ESTIMATED EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES 2018 Budget 2019 Budget 2020 Budget 2021 Budget 2022 Budget 2022 Estimated 
Actual

2023 Budget 5% 
Increase

2023 Budget 10% 
Increase

Notes:

Engineering/Technical Assistance
Technical Assistance $5,500 $5,500 $5,500 $5,500 $6,000 $6,000 $5,500 $5,500
Meetings $6,000 $6,000 $6,000 $6,000 $6,500 $6,500 $6,500 $6,500 Will likely have 12 meetings again in 2023
Plan Reviews $12,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pine Bend Ravine Study $5,000 $5,000
Watershed Plan Amendment $0 $0 $40,000 $40,000 $40,000 $38,000 $6,500 $6,500 For work remaining in 2023

Subtotal $23,500 $11,500 $51,500 $51,500 $52,500 $50,500 $23,500 $23,500
Project Implementation
Plan Implementation $5,000 $5,000 $0 $0 $5,000 $4,000 $5,400 $5,400 Added for future grant applications
FY-19 WBIF Matching Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
FY-21 WBIF Matching Funds $9,300 $9,300
Landscaping for Clean Water Projects $15,000 $15,000 $15,000 $15,000 $12,000 $12,000 $12,000 $12,000
Water Monitoring $4,000 $6,000 $6,500 $6,500 $9,000 $22,000 $12,200 $12,200 Added Thompson Lake chloride monitoring

Subtotal $24,000 $26,000 $21,500 $21,500 $26,000 $38,000 $38,900 $38,900
Education
Landscaping for Clean Water Classes $4,800 $6,400 $6,400 $6,400 $6,400 $6,800 $7,200 $10,800 Consider shoreline presentation 
MN Water Stewards $5,000 $8,200 $8,500 $7,500 $10,000 $3,200 $3,600 $10,000
Storm Drain Stenciling Program $0 $3,500 $0 $0 $0 $0 $4,500 $4,500
Stormwater Signage Program $0 $2,500 $2,500 $2,500 $2,500 $500 $0 $0
WMO Tabling Materials $0 $0 $600 $600 $500 $0 $500 $500
General Education Requests & Board Tour $2,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $2,000 $3,500 $5,400 $5,400
Metro Watershed Partners Membership $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000
Website Maintenance and Updates $1,600 $1,700 $1,700 $1,700 $4,000 $7,167 $2,800 $2,800
Board Education $1,000 $1,000 $1,500 $1,500 $500 $0 $200 $200

Subtotal $20,400 $27,420 $29,520 $28,520 $26,900 $22,167 $25,200 $35,200
Administration
General Administration $19,000 $20,761 $30,000 $30,000 $36,000 $34,000 $34,400 $34,400 Additional for future grant coordination, finalize plan
Insurance $2,500 $2,500 $2,500 $2,500 $2,500 $2,500 $2,500 $2,500
Attorney and Audit $4,500 $4,500 $4,500 $4,500 $5,000 $7,300 $5,500 $5,500

Subtotal $27,400 $29,161 $38,400 $38,400 $43,500 $43,800 $42,400 $42,400

Cumulative Set Aside for 4th Gen Plan and Grants $35,000 $40,000 $30,000 $30,000 $10,000 $55,000 $15,000 $15,000

TOTAL $100,300 $99,081 $140,920 $139,920 $148,900 $154,467 $130,000 $140,000

40% Goal of Unencumbered Fund Balance $40,120 $39,632 $56,368 $55,968 $59,560 $61,787 $52,000 $56,000

Year End Fund Balance (Estimated) $101,988 $94,338 $90,138

6.0  DRAFT 2023 Budget & Members Dues



Lower Mississippi River WMO Cost Allocation Formula, Past Membership Dues, and 2023 Proposed Membership Dues

Inver Grove Heights $2,861,932,446 $4,244,734,876 0.339392 18,244 0.4285 43%
Lilydale $220,632,544 $220,632,544 0.017641 494 0.0158 2%
Mendota Heights* $2,488,274,045 $2,488,274,045 0.198952 5,395 0.1760 18%
Saint Paul $1,193,060,300 $1,367,557,600 0.109344 2,955 0.0966 10%
South Saint Paul $1,866,536,000 $1,866,536,000 0.149241 3,868 0.1295 13%
Sunfish Lake $223,413,755 $223,413,755 0.017863 1,085 0.0243 2%
West Saint Paul $2,095,746,826 $2,095,746,826 0.167567 3,212 0.1293 13%
Total $10,949,595,916 $12,506,895,646 1.0000 35,253 1.0000 1.0000

Notes:
1 Assessment year 2021; Pay year 2022 Property Values
2 Cost Allocation Formula = 50% x Value/Total Value + 50% Ac/Total Ac, where total area includes ROW

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Dues 2023 Dues 2023 Dues

5% Increase 7% Increase 17% Increase No Increase 5% Increase 5% Increase 10% Increase

38,553.44$  41,252.18$        48,265.05$       48,265.05$      50,678.31$       53,212.22$           55,746.14$           
1,384.21$    1,481.10$          1,732.89$        1,732.89$       1,819.53$         1,910.51$             2,001.49$             

16,029.90$  17,151.99$        20,067.83$       20,067.83$      21,071.22$       22,124.78$           23,178.34$           
7,522.83$    8,049.43$          9,417.83$        9,417.83$       9,888.72$         10,383.16$           10,877.59$           

11,312.49$  12,104.36$        14,162.11$       14,162.11$      14,870.21$       15,613.72$           16,357.23$           
2,237.34$    2,393.96$          2,800.93$        2,800.93$       2,940.98$         3,088.03$             3,235.08$             

11,005.44$  11,775.82$        13,777.71$       13,777.71$      14,466.59$       15,189.92$           15,913.25$           
88,045.65$  94,208.85$        110,224.35$     110,224.35$    115,735.57$     121,522.35$         127,309.12$         

0.0308

Totals

Mendota Heights
Lilydale
Inver Grove Heights

Past Membership Dues                        (for 
comparison)

0.5175
0.0140
0.1530
0.0838
0.1097

0.0911
1.0000

Saint Paul 

Change from Previous Year

West Saint Paul
Sunfish Lake
South Saint Paul

2022 Total Value             
(Real Property)1

2015 Total Value             
(Real Property)1

Rounded % 
ContributionCity Value / Total 

Value Formula 2
Total Acres with 

ROW
Acres / Total 

Acres



 2023 Dakota County SWCD Work Plan and Budget for the
Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization

TASK SUBTOTAL
Administration Hours Rate Fees

Administration and Planning 220 $90.00 $200.00 $20,000.00
• Coordinate Board packet materials for 12 meetings
including, minutes, meeting space, relevant agenda items, 
and support information.
• Develop and distribute Board packets to members,
alternates, and partners, prepare press releases or public
notices as needed.
• Prepare annual reports, newsletter, plans, financial
reports, Board lists, meeting information, and any other
information requested by the State.
• Maintain all LMRWMO documents as required.
• Coordinate audit, financial tracking, member dues.
• Prepare annual budget from approved plan and
LMRWMO Board priorities.
• Participate in State grant funding process, ie. WBIF.
• All other duties as necessary.

Watershed Management Plan Update 50 $90.00 $0.00 $4,500.00
Coordinate with consultant, WMO Board, partners, and 
State Agencies on the plan update approval.

Correspondence & Grant Coordination 110 $90.00 $0.00 $9,900.00
• Coordinate and correspond with state agencies,
regional organizations, and Member Cities, regarding
watershed management or WMO topics.
• Submit grant proposals to seek funding as requested,
coordinate with grant recipients, and execute grant
agreements.

Administration Total $34,400.00

Education and Outreach Hours Rate Fees
Website Hosting and Maintenance 20 $90.00 $1,000.00 $2,800.00

Host and maintain a website, as required by BWSR, with 
meeting information, plans, reports, grants and other 
information.

Landscaping for Clean Water (LCW) $7,200.00 $7,200.00
Provide access to the Landscaping for Clean Water 
Introduction Class Materials, Design Course Materials and 
Maintenance Workshop
  (Includes online registration, partner coordination, 
presentation creation and updates, creation of education and 
outreach materials, participant tracking, one-on-one design 
assistance.  Some classes will be virtual in 2023)

CALCULATION

Fee for paper, printing, and 
postage

Fee for web hosting

Introduction Class  = $1,800
Design Course = $3,600

Maint. Workshop = $1,800

7.0  DRAFT 2023 SWCD/LMRWMO 
Agreement for Services



 2023 Dakota County SWCD Work Plan and Budget for the
Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization

LCW Shoreline Presentation Development $3,600.00 $3,600.00
Create materials and provide a a shoreline specific 
Landscaping for Clean Water presentation for  lake 
associations and other LRMWMO residents.

Water Stewards Program 40 $90.00 $0.00 $3,600.00
Coordinate with Freshwater Society and past Stewards on 
volunteer opportunities, hold quarterly steward 
meetings. (assumes not funding new Stewards in 2023)

Storm Drain Stenciling Program 50 $90.00 $0.00 $4,500.00
Roll out and implement the storm drain stenciling 
program developed in 2022 in coordination with 
volunteers and City contacts. 

General Education Items 60 $90.00 $0.00 $5,400.00
• Organize and host LMRWMO Board driving tour of 
completed and future projects.
• Participate in Metro Watershed Partners organizational 
meetings and programs.
• Respond to public education requests for information, 
provide educational materials to Member Cities for use in 
social media and meeting MS4 requirements.

Education and Outreach Total $27,100.00

Technical Assistance Hours Rate Fees
Water Monitoring & Data Management 80 $90.00 $5,020.00 $12,220.00

• Coordinate with Met Council on sampling program, 
volunteer recruitment and training, sample pickup and 
dropoff, and sample analysis.
• Manage data transfer from volunteers and process data 
for reporting and lake factsheets. 
• Prepare annual monitoring reports and provide 
monitoring data to State agencies or Cities.
• Perform up to 2 monitoring events as necessary for 
CAMP volunteers.
• Perform 2 choride sampling events at Thompson Lake, 
(Dakota County funds other 2 events).

Plan Implementation & Project Management 60 $90.00 $0.00 $5,400.00
Provide technical and project management assistance to 
implement projects identified in Watershed Plan, 
coordinate with stakeholders, develop projects. Review 
and comment on wetand issues, EIS's, or EAWs.

Fee is for samples to be analyzed 
at Met Council lab for all 

monitoring.



 2023 Dakota County SWCD Work Plan and Budget for the
Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization

Landscaping for Clean Water $8,000.00 $8,000.00
Provide technical assitance to homeowners including 
project layout, mid-point checks, and final inspections for 
raingardens, native plantings and shoreline stabilizations.

Technical Assistance Total $25,620.00

Cost Share Fees
Landscaping for Clean Water $4,000.00 $4,000.00

Provide cost share to landowners for  projects including 
raingardens, native plantings and shoreline stabilization 
projects consistent with SWCD cost share policies.

Cost Share Total $4,000.00

Total Agreement Not-to Exceed $91,120.00

Note: Additional items may be required of the SWCD during the workplan timeframe and individual budget 
amounts may change as work progresses. If proposed changes are to exceed the total agreed amount, this work 
plan can be amended as jointly approved by the LMRWMO and SWCD.

$500 in technical assistance per 
project with 16 projects in 2023

$250 grant per project, with 16 
projects in 2023



Memorandum 

To: Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization Board of Managers 
From: Greg Williams and Joe Barten 
Subject: LMRWMO Plan Update – Response to comments from formal review and remaining 

Plan schedule 
Date: October 6, 2022 
Project: 23191436.00 

The Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization (LMRWMO) is in the process of 
updating its 4th generation Watershed management Plan (Plan). The Plan outlines the LMRWMO’s 
priorities and actions over a 10-year period from 2023-2032. The LMRWMO Administrator submitted the 
draft Plan for formal 60-day review consistent with Minnesota Statutes 103.231 Subs. 7 on August 5, 2022 
with comments due by October 7, 2022. The following organizations provided formal comment on the 
draft Plan. 

• City of St. Paul
• City of Sunfish Lake
• City of West St. Paul
• Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
• Dakota County
• Metropolitan Council
• Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR)
• Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT)
• Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) also provided a letter of no comment. 
Complete comment letters or correspondence are attached to this memorandum. 

Responses to Comments 

Consistent with Minnesota Statutes 103.231 Subd. 7, the LMRWMO must prepare and distribute 
responses to comments received during the review period to BWSR and all organizations providing 
comment. Barr Engineering Co. (Barr) staff and the Administrator are in the process of preparing draft 
response to formal comments. Draft responses to comments will be provided as soon as possible ahead 
of the October 12, 2022 LMRWMO meeting.  

The Administrator and Barr staff seek Board of Managers review, discussion, and approval of the draft 
responses to comments (as revised per Board discussion) at the October 12, 2022 LMRWMO meeting, if 

8.2  Watershed Management Plan Response to Comments



To: Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization Board of Managers 
From: Greg Williams and Joe Barten 
Subject: LMRWMO Plan Update – Response to comments from formal review and remaining Plan schedule 
Date: October 6, 2022 
Page: 2 

the Board can reach sufficient consensus and pending edits are minor. If the Managers cannot reach 
consensus and additional discussion and review of draft responses is required, we recommend that the 
Managers hold a special meeting again in late October to approve the draft responses to comments. This 
schedule is recommended to allow sufficient time for the public hearing required per Minnesota Statutes 
103.231 Subd. 7.and allow Plan adoption within the extension granted by BWSR 

Public Hearing 

The LMRWMO Board of Managers must host a public hearing on the draft Plan at least 14 days after the 
close of the 60-day review period and at least 10 days after distributing the LMRWMO response to 
comments. We recommend that the Managers hold the public hearing as part of their regularly scheduled 
LMRWMO meeting on November 9, 2022. This schedule assumes the Managers can reach consensus on 
the draft response to comments at the October 12, 2022 meeting or an additional special meeting later in 
October). 

Final (90-day) Plan Review, Approval, and Adoption 

Barr staff will revise the draft Plan under the direction of the Administrator once the Managers have 
approved the responses to comments. Following the public hearing (and any associated Plan edits), the 
Administrator will submit the Plan to BWSR for 90-day review. Within the 90-day review period, the 
Administrator and/or Barr staff will present on the draft Plan to the BWSR central regional committee, 
ideally in January, 2023. The central regional committee will make a recommendation to the BWSR Board 
regarding draft Plan approval (anticipated in January or March 2023 – the BWSR Board does not meet in 
February). After the BWSR Board has approved the draft Plan, the Board of Managers may adopt the Plan 
at the following LMRWMO meeting.  

Schedule Summary 

The events described above are listed below sequentially for summary purposes: 

• Before October 12, 2022 – Barr staff/Administrator provide draft responses to comments

• October 12, 2022 –Managers review the draft responses to comments, revise as needed, and
authorize staff to distribute responses and schedule a public hearing

• Late October, 2022 (if needed) – Additional Manager meeting to approve response to comments

• November 9, 2022 – Board of Managers host a public hearing on the draft Plan, receive
comments, and authorize staff to revise the Plan as needed and submit for final 90-day review

• Mid-November, 2022 – Administrator submits the draft Plan for final BWSR review



To: Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization Board of Managers 
From: Greg Williams and Joe Barten 
Subject: LMRWMO Plan Update – Response to comments from formal review and remaining Plan schedule 
Date: October 6, 2022 
Page: 3 

• January(?), 2023 – Staff present the draft Plan to the BWSR regional subcommittee; the
subcommittee makes a recommendation for adoption to the BWSR Board

• January 25 or March 22, 2023 – the BWSR Board approves the draft Plan at their January or
March meeting (no February meeting)

Requested Manager Action: 

1. Review the formal agency comments to the draft LMRWMO Watershed Plan (attached)
2. Review the draft response to comments (provided after the October 12, 2022 meeting packet)
3. Discuss, revise, and approve, as applicable, the draft responses to comments at the October 12,

2022 LMRWMO, or schedule a special meeting for further discussion of the responses to
comments.

4. If applicable, authorize the Administrator to distribute the responses to comments and schedule a
public hearing concurrent with the November 9, 2022 LMRWMO meeting



DEPART M EN T OF SAFET Y & IN SPECT ION S  (DSI) 
AN GIE WIESE ,  DIRECT OR 

375 Jackson Street, Suite 220 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-1806 

Tel:  651-266-8989 | Fax: 651-266-9124 

CIT Y OF SAIN T PAUL  
M EL VIN CART ER, M AYOR  

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION &  
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER  

ST PAUL .GOV  

October 7, 2022 

Mr. Joe Barten, Administrator 
Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization 
4100 220th St. West, Suite 102 
Farmington, MN 55024 

RE: 60-day Comment Period for Draft 2023-2032 Watershed Management Plan 

Dear Mr. Barten:  

The City of Saint Paul has reviewed the above referenced draft Plan prepared by the Lower 
Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization (LMRWMO). We appreciate our 
relationship with your agency and the opportunity to participate in the development of the draft 
Plan.  

We look forward to conversations with how LMRWMO activities over the next 10 years can 
mutually support our respective goals. City Staff has provided feedback during the early working 
drafts of LMRWMO’s watershed management plan update. We appreciate that those comments 
were considered in the draft plan. 

The draft Watershed Management Plan reflects a strong forward-thinking lens organized in a 
colorful and engaging format. The main themes of the 10-year plan provides a solid foundation 
for managing the resources in collaboration and partnership with local governments. The 
implementation areas are described well with clear timetables and priorities that reflect the 
management issues and goals. 

The City of Saint Paul is updating its storm water ordinances and creating a Storm Water 
Standards Design Manual to help guide developers in designing projects that meet site needs, 
protect Waters of Saint Paul and the State of Minnesota, and meet regulatory obligations from 
numerous agencies. These ordinances and guideline updates will be in place at the start of 2023. 
The City of Saint Paul believes that their updated guidelines and ordinance meet the spirit of the 
Watershed Management Organization’s 2023-2032 draft plan.   

In all, the draft Plan is a thorough and comprehensive guide for LMRWMO for the next 10 years. 
The LMRWMO is a valued partner in our stewardship and resource management. On behalf of 
staff within major city departments, thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Plan. 
If there are any items that you wish to discuss, please contact me directly at (651) 266-9112. 



 

DEPART M EN T OF SAFET Y & IN SPECT ION S  (DSI) 
AN GIE WIESE ,  DIRECT OR 

 
375 Jackson Street, Suite 220 

Saint Paul, MN 55101-1806 
Tel:  651-266-8989 | Fax: 651-266-9124 

 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Hogg 
Water Resource Coordinator 
 
cc: Luis Pereira, Planning Director 

Bruce Elder, Sewer Utility Manager 
 Russ Stark, Mayor Melvin Carter’s Office  

YaYa Diatta, Zoning Administrator 
Steve Ubl, Building Official 
Water Resource Working Group 



From: Barten, Joe
To: Greg Williams
Subject: FW: 60-Day Formal Agency Review and Comment: LMRWMO Ten-Year Plan Amendment
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of your organization.

From Sunfish Lake.
 
 
Joe Barten
Senior Resource Conservationist, CPSWQ   l   Dakota County SWCD 
Administrator via Dakota County SWCD   l   Lower Mississippi River WMO 
Office: (651) 480-7784   l   Cell: (952) 212-2266   l   joe.barten@co.dakota.mn.us
 

From: Jeff Sandberg <JSandberg@wsbeng.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 6, 2022 8:20 AM
To: Barten, Joe <Joe.Barten@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US>
Cc: steve.christopher@state.mn.us
Subject: RE: 60-Day Formal Agency Review and Comment: LMRWMO Ten-Year Plan Amendment
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on
links.

 

Good morning Joe,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the LMRWMO draft 4th Generation
Watershed Management Plan.  On behalf of the City of Sunfish Lake, I submit the following
comments:
 

2.4.1.3 Water Quality Policies, P1 – The proposed update to the LMRWMO plan uses the
water quality volume calculation language from the 2020 MS4 permit for linear and non-
linear projects. However, the MS4 permit includes additional language for linear projects that
are unable to provide the full water quality volume within the existing right-of-of way a
reasonable attempt to obtain additional right-of-way, easement, or other permission to treat
the stormwater during the project planning process must be made. It goes on to say if
additional right-of-way, easements, or other permission cannot be obtained, owners of
construction activity must maximize the treatment of the water quality volume prior to
discharge from the MS4. The City would request similar language for linear projects unable to
obtain right-of-way or easement be added to the LMRWMO policy to be consistent with the
MS4 permit.
Table 4-1 notes that the City of Sunfish Lake’s volume control standard is 1.1 inches of runoff
from net new (i.e. increased) impervious surfaces however, the City’s Engineering Guidelines

mailto:Joe.Barten@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US
mailto:GWilliams@barr.com
mailto:joe.barten@co.dakota.mn.us



(dated November 2018) note the volume control requirement is 1.0 inches of runoff from the
new impervious surfaces for development and 1.0 inches of runoff from the new and/or fully
reconstructed impervious surfaces for redevelopment. It is requested the table be updated to
reflect the City’s Engineering Guidelines.
The city would like to increase opportunities to improve water quality in Hornbeam Lake to
keep it off the MN Impaired Waters list. The city would like to continue partnering on
improvements in Sunfish Lake to keep the lake delisted.
The city would like to increase opportunities to improve water quality in Sunfish Lake. 
Implementation item 6.1.2 of the City’s 2018 Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan
identified a potential partnership with LMRWMO to apply a herbicide treatment for curly leaf
pondweed to Sunfish Lake.

 
Please advise if you have any questions about the comments above.

Warm Regards,

Jeff Sandberg, PE 
Sunfish Lake City Engineer

 
 

Jeff Sandberg

Sr. Project Manager
651.286.8474 (o) | 763.229.1643 (m)
WSB | wsbeng.com

For a list of WSB employee licenses and certifications visit here.

This email, and any files transmitted with it, is confidential and is intended solely for 
the use of the addressee. If you are not the addressee, please delete this email from 
your system. Any use of this email by unintended recipients is strictly prohibited. 
WSB does not accept liability for any errors or omissions which arise as a result 
of electronic transmission. If verification is required, please request a hard copy.

From: Barten, Joe <Joe.Barten@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US> 
Sent: Friday, August 5, 2022 1:45 PM
To: Murphy, Patrick G (CI-StPaul) <patrick.g.murphy@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; Sue Polka
<spolka@southstpaul.org>; Ross Beckwith <RBeckwith@wspmn.gov>; CATHY IAGO
<cjiago@comcast.net>; Jeff Sandberg <JSandberg@wsbeng.com>; City of Lilydale
(cityoflilydale@comcast.net) <cityoflilydale@comcast.net>; jlangseth@barr.com; Brian Connolly
<bconnolly@ighmn.gov>; Ruzek, Ryan <ryanr@mendota-heights.com>; bmielke@myservion.com;
Zabel, Mark <Mark.Zabel@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US>; aeleria@capitolregionwd.org;
matt.moore@woodburymn.gov; tina.carstens@rwmwd.org; naiadconsulting@gmail.com; Gallagher,
Ashley <Ashley.Gallagher@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US>; Watson, Brian

tel:651.286.8474
tel:763.229.1643
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<Brian.Watson@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US>; Becker, Brad <Brad.Becker@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US>; Neppl,
Valerie <Valerie.Neppl@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US>; Behan, Michael
<Michael.Behan@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US>; Ann.WhiteEagle@co.ramsey.mn.us; Steve Christopher
<Steve.Christopher@state.mn.us>; Beth.Neuendorf@state.mn.us; Jeff.Risberg@state.mn.us;
Judy.Sventek@metc.state.mn.us; Jeffrey.Berg@state.mn.us; John.Freitag@state.mn.us;
Dan.Lais@state.mn.us; megan.moore@state.mn.us; Huinker, Taylor (DNR)
<Taylor.Huinker@state.mn.us>; mendotadakota@gmail.com
Cc: Schmidtke, Diane <Diane.Schmidtke@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US>; Coudron, Curt
<Curt.Coudron@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US>; Greg Williams <GWilliams@barr.com>
Subject: 60-Day Formal Agency Review and Comment: LMRWMO Ten-Year Plan Amendment
 

EXTERNAL EMAIL

Metro Watershed Plan Reviewers,
 
The Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization (LMRWMO) has completed their

draft 4th Generation Watershed Management Plan. The Plan is now on its 60 day review with
comments due by October 7, 2022. Comments on the draft Plan should be provided to
Joe.Barten@co.dakota.mn.us and copied to BWSR Board Conservationist Steve Christopher at
Steve.Christopher@state.mm.us. The draft Plan is available on the LMRWMO website at:
https://lmrwmo.org/about-us/watershed-management-plan/
 
You are receiving this email because you are either listed on the Metro Plan Review Roster or you
are the local county or city contact. Many copied on this email participated in the Watershed Plan
TAC meetings. On behalf the LMRWMO Board of Managers, we thank you for taking the time to
participate in the TAC meetings and developing the draft Watershed Plan.
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at (952) 212-2266 or via email at
joe.barten@co.dakota.mn.us.
 
Thank you for your time and assistance in providing this valuable review.
 
 
Joe Barten
Senior Resource Conservationist, CPSWQ   l   Dakota County SWCD 
Administrator via Dakota County SWCD   l   Lower Mississippi River WMO 
Office: (651) 480-7784   l   Cell: (952) 212-2266   l   joe.barten@co.dakota.mn.us
 

Note: This email and its attachments may contain information protected by state or federal law or
that may not otherwise be disclosed. If you received this in error, please notify the sender
immediately and delete this email and its attachments from all devices.
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From: Barten, Joe
To: Ross Beckwith
Cc: Greg Williams
Subject: RE: is it too late?
Date: Thursday, October 6, 2022 9:13:09 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of your organization.

Not too lake for comments, thanks Ross!
 
 
Joe Barten
Senior Resource Conservationist, CPSWQ   l   Dakota County SWCD 
Administrator via Dakota County SWCD   l   Lower Mississippi River WMO 
Office: (651) 480-7784   l   Cell: (952) 212-2266   l   joe.barten@co.dakota.mn.us
 

From: Ross Beckwith <RBeckwith@wspmn.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, October 6, 2022 9:09 AM
To: Barten, Joe <Joe.Barten@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US>
Subject: is it too late?
 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on
links.

 

The City of West St. Paul has the following comments on the proposed plan amendments.
 

1. 4.1.3 Water Quality Policies, P1 – The city’s current ordinance allows lessor stormwater
volume control practices for linear projects where right-of-way is lacking, in line with the MS4
permit. The proposed update to the LMRWMO plan uses the water quality volume calculation
language from the 2020 MS4 permit for linear and non-linear projects. However, the MS4
permit includes additional language for linear projects that are unable to provide the full
water quality volume within the existing right-of-of way a reasonable attempt to obtain
additional right-of-way, easement, or other permission to treat the stormwater during the
project planning process must be made. It goes on to say if additional right-of-way,
easements, or other permission cannot be obtained, owners of construction activity must
maximize the treatment of the water quality volume prior to discharge from the MS4. The City
would request similar language for linear projects unable to obtain right-of-way or easement
be added to the LMRWMO policy to be consistent with the MS4 permit.

 
2. 4.1.3 Water Quality Policies, P2 – The City’s current ordinance requires stormwater

management for projects with 1 acre or more of disturbance. The updated plan proposes
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permanent water quality treatment for projects that disturb ½ acre or more if more than half
the parcel is located within a watershed tributary to LMRWMO Regulatory Waterbodies. A
portion of West St. Paul, including a stretch of Robert Street with commercial lots, would be
included in this area and the City would be required to administer different requirements at
different locations throughout the City.  This is a concern for the City of West St. Paul as this is
not consistent with the MPCA MS4 general permit and could create situations where
neighboring properties are held to different standards.

 
3. Table 4-1 – The table notes that the City of West St. Paul’s buffer requirement for wetlands is

a minimum 30 feet however the City’s Local Surface Water Management Plan notes a
minimum 15 feet in Policy 8.2 of Section 3. It is requested Table 4-1 be updated to reflect the
City’s current standard.

 
4. The City looks forward to opportunities to partner on studies and projects with the LMRWMO

including those focused on Thompson Lake and Dodd Road. 
 
 

Ross Beckwith, P.E.
Public Works Director/City Engineer

Office: 651.552.4130
Email:  rbeckwith@wspmn.gov

City of West St. Paul
1616 Humboldt Ave

West St. Paul, MN 55118

  www.wspmn.gov
 
 

Note: This email and its attachments may contain information protected by state or federal
law or that may not otherwise be disclosed. If you received this in error, please notify the
sender immediately and delete this email and its attachments from all devices.
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10/6/2022 
 
Joe Barten 
LMRWMO Administrator 
Via email  
 
Dear Mr. Barten, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft fourth generation Watershed Management Plan 
for the Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization (LMRWMO). Dakota County 
interacts with the LMRWMO in a variety of capacities which include groundwater protection, 
stormwater management (as a permitted MS4), and through collaborative efforts to improve Thompson 
Lake water quality within Thompson County Park. Dakota County offers the following comments for 
LMRWMO consideration in response to the draft Plan: 
 

1) Dakota County is supportive of the LMRWMO Plan placing a high priority on addressing 
Thompson Lake’s nutrient and chloride impairments. The County appreciates continued 
education efforts, funding, and projects implemented via Dakota SWCD’s Landscaping for Clean 
Water Program and larger Capital Improvement Projects led by the LMRWMO. 
 

2) Dakota County supports continued collaborative efforts to conduct annual in-lake chloride 
monitoring of Thompson Lake. Further, the County hopes to continue to collaborate with the 
LMRWMO through offering Smart Salt trainings for public works staff, maintenance 
professionals, and property managers to reduce chloride impacts to both surface and 
groundwater. 
 

3) Dakota County is supportive of the WMO’s proposd ½ acre stormwater management trigger for 
projects within the Lake Augusta and Thompson Lake subwatersheds. The County recognizes 
that given the highly developed nature of these subwatersheds, a redevelopment standard (as 
opposed to new development only) is appropriate to address existing stormwater management 
issues in these priority subwatersheds. The County suggests revising the regulatory trigger to ½ 
acre of new or redeveloped impervious surface instead of soil or land disturbance.  
 

4) Dakota County recognizes that groundwater protection is not a high priority for the LMRWMO. 
However, the County encourages the LMRWMO and member cities to consult with the County 
on issues relating to contaminated properties and how stormwater may mobilize contaminants 
into groundwater. The MPCA has recently added guidance within the Minnesota Stormwater 
Manual with a checklist on assessing contaminantion when siting stormwater management 
BMPs, and County staff can assist with assessing contaminated properties. 
 

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us
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5) Dakota County recongizes the significant impacts of sedimentation and erosion via stormwater 
outfalls and supports the LMRWMO’s proposed Mississippi River Direct Drainage Outfall 
Assessment.  
 

6) Dakota County would like to congratulate the LMRWMO and all partners in addressing the 
Sunfish Lake TMDL and delisting from the Impaired Waters List. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brad Becker 
Manager 
Dakota County Water Resources 
(952) 891-7044 
Brad.becker@co.dakota.mn.us 
 
cc: Steve Christopher, BWSR Board Conservationist  
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October 4, 2022 
 
 
Joe Barten, Administrator via Dakota County SWCD 
c/o Dakota Soil and Water Conservation District 
4100 220th Street West, Suite 102 
Farmington, Minnesota 55024 
 
 
RE:  60-day Review: DRAFT Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization Watershed 

Management Plan  
 
 

Dear Joe Barten, 

The Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) has completed the 60-day review of the 2023-2032 draft Lower 
Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization’s (LMRWMO) Watershed Management Plan (Plan).  We 
would like to thank the LMRMO for inviting us to participate in the various meetings that were part of the 
development of this Plan and commend the LMRWMO for efforts to engage residents and partners on priorities 
and development of Plan content.  

In our review, we found the Plan to be well written and comprehensive and offer the below comments to help 
improve and bring the Plan into compliance with the requirements of MN Rule Chapter 8410 and MN Statute 
Chapter 103B.231. In addition to these 60-day review comments, please refer to BWSR’s early input letter dated 
February 20, 2020, which provided guidance on Plan development along with required and recommended 
components of the Plan. 

1) Section 1.2.5 Authority Granted by the Joint Powers Agreement. While not a component of the main section 
of the Plan (Appendix A), we recommend review of the LMRWMO Joint Powers Agreement at least once 
every ten years. This schedule will ensure continued commitment among the member cities and provide 
increased predictability for implementation. 

2) Section 4.1.1 Water Quality Goals. Water quality goals are provided for surface waters and listed in the table 
within G1. Multiple lakes have goals that do not currently meet the MPCA standard which is also the 
LMRWMO goal including Lake Augusta which requires significant pollutant reductions (Referenced data 
from Table 2-6). If the goal stated is not reasonable to accomplish within the Plan timeline, an interim 10-
year goal should be provided. 

3) Section 4.3 Ecological Health. How will the LMRWMO measure its progress for the Ecological Health goals? 
The goals and many of the strategies include language such as ‘promote’, ‘collaborate’ and ‘support’. While 
these efforts are beneficial, the LMRWMO should identify a more defined way to gauge progress. 

 



Minnesota Board of Water & Soil Resources   •   www.bwsr.state.mn.us 

We would like to commend the LMRWMO for identifying and acting on such priorities as chloride management. 
Watersheds and their local partners leading initiatives like these will be the only likely path for success. 
Additionally, we would like to note the well thought out process for the priority levels for waterbodies. The 
prioritization demonstrates transparency and the data driven approach of the LMRWMO. 

Thank you again for including BWSR in the initial planning meeting, advisory committee meetings and various 
public and LMRWMO meetings to discuss the Plan’s development and content. Please feel free to contact me at 
651-249-7519 or at steve.christopher@state.mn.us with any questions on these review comments or if the 
LMRWMO would like to schedule a time to discuss in more detail. 

 
Best Regards, 
 
 
 
Steve Christopher 
BWSR Board Conservationist  
 
 
CC: Jeff Berg, MDA (via email) 

John Freitag, MDH (via email) 
Megan Moore, MNDNR (via email) 
Jason Swenson, MNDOT (via email) 
Jeff Risberg, MPCA (via email) 
Judy Sventek, METC (via email) 
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Waters Edge   
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Roseville, Minnesota 55113 

 
 
 

October 6, 2022 
 
Joe Barten, Administrator via Dakota County SWCD 
c/o Dakota Soil and Water Conservation District 
4100 220th Street West Suite 102 
Farmington, MN 55024 
 
RE: 60-Day Review: DRAFT Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management 

Organization Watershed Management Plan 
    
 
Dear Joe Barten, 
 
MnDOT Metro Water Resources Engineering (WRE) has completed the 60-day review 
of the 2023-2032 draft Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Orgnaization’s 
(LMRWMO) Watershed Management Plan (Plan).  We thank the LMRWMO for 
allowing us to participate in the development and review of the plan. 
 
We offer the following comments to help improve the plan and its contents: 
 
1. Page viii:  Acronyms:  MnDOT is not listed in the acronym table, though in its 

first mention in the plan in Section 2.7.6 the acronym is used and then carried out 
throughout the remainder of the plan.  We suggest inclusion in the acronym table to 
be consistent with other state agencies as listed. 

 
2. Section 2.7.6 Stormwater Systems:  Page 2-41, the first paragraph makes 

reference to Highway 110.  In 2018, MnDOT renamed this Highway and it is now 
Highway 62.  Please remove references to Highway 110 and replace it with them with 
its current designation. 

 
3. Figures 2-3, 2-4, 2-5, 2-6, 2-7, 2-8, 2-9, 2-10, 2-11, 2-12, 2-14, 2-15, 2-16, 2-17, 

2-18, 2-19, 2-20, 2-21, 3-2:  There are references to Highway 110 and Highway156 
on each of these figures.  As mentioned, Highway 100 was redesignated to Highway 
62 in 2018.    Highway 156 was turned back to Dakota County in 2020, and is now 
designated as County Road 56.  Please revise the figures to refer to the current road 
designations. 

 
4. Figure 2-16:  It is not clear if MnDOT storm sewer and culverts are represented 

on this figure.  For the purposes of this plan, no changes are necessary.  MnDOT will 
share its culvert and storm sewer data on request from partners like the LMRWMO.  



 
In order to obtain this information, you may contact either the current MS4 Engineer, 
Jason Swenson at 651-234-7539 or jason.swenson@state.mn.us or the MS4 Asset 
Management Specialist, Adam Schramka, at 651-234-7544 or 
adam.schramka@state.mn.us. 

 
 

Thank you for including MnDOT in your plan review, and we welcome opportunities to 
collaborate in the future.  Feel free to reach out to me at 651-234-7539 or 
jason.swenson@state.mn.us with questions or concerns over these comments. 
 

 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Jason Swenson, PE 
MnDOT Metro MS4 Engineer 
MnDOT Metro Water Resources Engineer (Effective 10/12/2022) 

 
 

 
Cc: Carolyn Adamson, MnDOT (via email)  
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October 6, 2022 
 
 
 
Joe Barten 
Administrator 
Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization (LMRWMO) 
c/o Dakota County SWCD 
4100 220th Street West, Suite 102 
Farmington, MN 55024 
651-480-7784 
joe.barten@co.dakota.mn.us 
 
RE: Lower Mississippi River WMO Watershed Management Plan Update 60-Day Review Period 
 
Dear Joe Barten: 
 
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has reviewed your draft Watershed Plan (Plan) and 
appreciates the opportunity to provide input throughout your Plan development process. As part of the 
agency’s review, we are providing the following comments as part of the official 60-day Review and 
Comment Period: 
 
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency recently went through a website update and thus many links 
within the Plan document need to be updated with new hyperlinks. Links within the Plan to the MPCA 
website have been checked and the new links are listed below: 

• Page 2-25 (Section 2.6.4 Groundwater Monitoring and Groundwater Quality): 
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air-water-land-climate/groundwater-monitoring  

• Page 2-31 (Section 2.7.4 Surface Water Monitoring and Modeling) and References page 6-2 
(Environmental Data Access website): https://webapp.pca.state.mn.us/wqd/surface-water 

• Page 2-32 (Section 2.7.4.1 Water Quality Monitoring): https://www.pca.state.mn.us/watershed-
information/mississippi-river-twin-cities  

• Pages 2-36 (Section 2.7.5 Water Quality and Impaired Waters), 3-13 (Section 3.4.2.1 Impaired 
waters and TMDLs), and References page 6-2: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air-water-land-
climate/minnesotas-impaired-waters-list 

• Page 2-40 (Section 2.7.5.1 Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategies and Total Maximum 
Daily Loads (WRAPS and TMDLs): LMRWMO WRAPS and TMDL documents listed on this 
webpage: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/business-with-us/mississippi-river-twin-cities-
watershed-tmdl-projects and direct link to TMDL and WRAPS pdf: 
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/wq-iw8-43e.pdf 

• Pages 2-41 (Section 2.7.6 Stormwater Systems), 3-10 (Section 3.4.1.1 City MS4 Programs), and 5-
17 (Section 5.5.1 City Regulatory Framework): https://www.pca.state.mn.us/business-with-
us/municipal-stormwater-ms4 

• Page 2-52 (Section 2.10 Potential Pollutant Sources): https://www.pca.state.mn.us/about-
mpca/whats-in-my-neighborhood  
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• Page 3-11 (Section 3.4.1.2 Erosion and Sedimentation): https://www.pca.state.mn.us/business-
with-us/construction-stormwater  

 
Again, thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the draft Plan. Overall, it is well-written 
and organized, concise, and thorough. If we may be of further assistance, please contact Brittany Faust 
at 651-757-2596 or Brittany.Faust@state.mn.us at the MPCA’s St. Paul office. 
 
Sincerely, 

Brittany Faust 
This document has been electronically signed. 

Brittany Faust 
Watershed Project Manager 
St. Paul office 
Watershed Division 
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C/O DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
4100 220TH ST. WEST SUITE 102 

FARMINGTON, MN 55024 

MEMORANDUM 

To: LMRWMO Board of Managers  

From: Joe Barten, Dakota County SWCD 

Subject: LMRWMO Grant Update 

Date: October 7, 2022 

Summary 

The LMRWMO has received multiple grants from the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) via the 
State Clean Water Fund and Metro Watershed Based Implementation Fund (WBIF) as well as the 
Metropolitan Council and MN Department of Natural Resources. Nearly all projects have been 
implemented in partnership with Member Cities and using matching funds from those Cities. The following 
is a summary of active grants held by the LMRMWO. Attached is a summary of past grants completed by 
the LMRWMO and Member Cities.  

In Progress Grants/Projects 

FY-2019 BWSR Metro Watershed Based Implementation Funding 

The LMRWMO was awarded $144,670 in grant funds for the implementation of multiple education 
programs which include a stenciling program, multi-lingual educational material regarding chloride, 
pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizer application for dispersal by member cities, public educational materials 
regarding impaired waters and the TMDL programs developed to address the impairments, and multi-
lingual chloride training opportunities for public and private entities. Funds are also available for a 
feasibility study to identify activities to improve the water quality of Lake Augusta and a feasibility study of 
Interstate Valley Creek to identify areas of streambank protection, weir replacement, and identification of 
BMPs for pollutant and volume reduction in watershed. 

Lake Augusta Feasibility Study 
Barr Engineering is under contract to finalize a feasibility study by the end of the year and staff indicate 
they are on track to do so. Work completed thus far includes lake and rain runoff monitoring in 2022, 
GIS basemapping, and compilation of background information. Work underway includes processing 
electronic monitoring and analytical lab data and lake modeling which will inform a final report. Barr 
Staff and the LMRWMO Administrator are also scheduling a meeting to address resident concerns, 
specifically regarding bird populations on the lake and their potential effect on water quality. 

9.1  Grant Project Updates



Interstate Valley Creek Stabilization and Volume Reduction Feasibility Study 
The LMRWMO has contracted with WSB to complete the Interstate Valley Creek study due to the 
presence of fairly severe bank erosion. All reaches of the stream have been walked this past summer, 
assessed, and classified for amounts of erosion. Stabilization measures are being recommended with 
cost and pollutant reductions attached to different areas. Work is now underway in determing 
potential locations for volume reduction in the stream, to reduce peak flows. The report is on track to 
be finished by the end of the year.  

Spanish Language Chloride Training 
Along with the Administrator, staff from Bolton & Menk are under contract for a pilot Spanish 
Language Chloride training program creation. All course content was created in Spanish from scratch 
with a translator from All In One Translation, contact was made with Cities and community leaders to 
promote training, marketing materials were created and distributed. The classes were unfortunately 
not held due to lack of interest. Research and interviews on lessons learned for this and future 
trainings is underway, and a final report will be provided to the LMRWMO by the end of the year.   

Lake Impairment, Storm Drain Stenciling, and Spanish Language Outreach Materials 
Young Environmental Consulting is under contract to finalize create educational materials in both 
Spanish and English for distribution by the LMRWMO and Member Cities surrounding waterbody 
impairments and general water resources issues. Storm drain stenciling kits are being created and will 
be made available to Member Cities for use with volunteer groups in the spring of 2023.  

 

FY-2021 BWSR Metro Watershed Based Implementation Funding  

The LMRWMO was awarded $93,042 in grant funds for the study of direct drainage watersheds to the 
Mississippi River within the LMRWMO to create a comprehensive and ranked water quality improvement 
project list for future implementation. This grant requires a 10% cash match from the LMRWMO. The study 
will focus on both erosion issues as well as stormwater management projects. Consultant proposals will be 
sought in 2023 for completion of this work.  

 

FY-2022 MN DNR Conservation Partners Legacy Grant – Seidls Lake Shoreline Restoration 

The LMRWMO was awarded $382,000 in grant funds for restoration of vegetation surrounding Seidls Lake 
in Inver Grove Heights and South St. Paul. The project is to be done in tandem with a trail reconstruction 
project. Trail project details are still in progress with project design expected to begin in 2023. 

 

FY-2023 BWSR Metro Watershed Based Implementation Funding  

LMRWMO staff will work with local partners, including staff from Dakota and Ramsey Counties, the Dakota 
County SWCD, and two Member City representatives to determine the preferred use of $118,385 in funding 
which has been allocated to the Lower Mississippi River Watershed Planning Area. The first convene 
meeting is expected to occur in October or November 2022 to determine how to utilize these funds.  

 

Attached:  Summary of Recently Completed LMRWMO Grants/Projects 

 
Board Action Requested:  None   

 

 



 

RECENTLY COMPLETED LMRWMO GRANTS/PROJECTS 

 

2016 Metropolitan Council Stormwater Grant - Lilydale SAFL Baffle Installation  

The LMRWMO was awarded $9,000 in grant funds for the installation of a SAFL Baffle and educational sign 
in Lilydale as part of the Hwy. 13 reconstruction project. The SAFL Baffle and signage were installed and the 
grant was closed out in 2020. 

 

2017 Metropolitan Council Stormwater Grant - Seidl’s Lake Water Quality Improvement Project 

The LMRWMO was awarded $150,000 in grant funds for the installation of an underground tree trench 
stormwater management system to intercept and infiltrate stormwater prior to it entering Seidl’s Lake. 
Construction of the project was completed in 2019. Grant reporting was submitted to the Met Council in 
late 2019 and the grant was closed out with a $150,000 reimbursement to the City of South St. Paul for 
project costs. 

 

FY-2016 BWSR Clean Water Fund Grant - Sunfish Lake and Lake Augusta Aluminum Sulfate Treatments  

The LMRWMO was awarded $196,000 in grant funds for the implementation of two aluminum sulfate 
treatments on Sunfish Lake and Lake Augusta, to reduce phosphorus levels in the lakes. The majority of 
work was completed in 2017 for this grant with additional followup information provided to BWSR in 2019 
and 2020. Final grant reporting and closeout was completed in 2020 with a final reimbursement from BWSR 
in October 2020.  

 

FY-2016 BWSR Clean Water Fund Grant - Thompson Lake Stormwater Improvements 

The LMRWMO was awarded $576,000 in grant funds for the construction of underground stormwater 
treatment devices, a stormwater pond forebay, a treatment wetland, and a stormwater reuse system to 
reduce pollutants entering Thompson Lake in West St. Paul. The project was implemented in conjunction 
with Dakota County and The City of West St. Paul. Construction began in late 2018 with stormwater BMP 
construction in 2019. Follow-up punch list repairs were completed in 2020. The grant was closed out in 
March of 2021. 

 

FY-2018 Clean Water Fund Grant - Cherokee Heights Stormwater Mgmt. and Ravine Stabilization 

The LMRWMO was awarded $700,000 in grant funds to stabilize the approximately 300 feet long Upper 
Cherokee Heights Ravine, which is downstream of a 60-inch culvert under Cherokee Heights Boulevard. The 
project included the installation of two underground stormwater treatment devices to improve the quality 
of incoming stormwater, and used engineered and bioengineered techniques to stabilize the channel. The 
grant was closed out in March of 2021. 
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